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BY CLIFF GROMER 

TIME MACHINES BUILDS A '61 CORVETTE WITH TEETH. 
It was a '57 Corvette that caught Rich Carlson's eye - a special '57. The body was stock, but underneath was a 
tube chassis and late-model Corvette suspension. It also packed a late-model 'Vene drivetrain. 

The resto-modded glass car had just wasn't crazy about the '57's rear end Not one to just daydream about 
soldfor$286,000attheBarrett-Jackson styling. He preferred the '61 body style, his ultimate '61, Rich contacted 
auction in Scottsdale, Arizona, back in as it was more similar to the later '63- Mike Staveski, at Time Machines, 
January '06. The car had pushed all '67s. He sure would have liked a '61 in Hudson, Florida. Time Machines 
of Rich's buttons - well, almost all. He done up like that '57, though. specializes in cooking up restomods, 
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restifications, G-machines - whatever 
you want to call them. Essentially, 
they preserve the flavor of a classic 
Corvette or musclecar, while 
upgrading the drivetrain, suspension 
and brakes with current, high-end, 
components. As a matter of fact, Time 
Machines had worked their special 
blend of magic on Rich's '69 Camaro 
convertible, treating it to a Corvette 

TOP: Aftermarket Hur51 shifter stir5 the six-speed Camaro trans. Oasslc Air A/C knobs 
are located below Oarion video screen. The mini console added behind the shifter houses 
power window switches. ABOVE: Original gouges were redone by Redline Gouge 
Works. They now hove whtte faces and VDO internob. 

C4 suspension - one of the first such 
swaps in this current trend. 

Rich wanted to find a '61 in good 
shape, figuring it was wiser to spend 
the bucks up front than sinking 
into the money pit of an arduous 
restoration. He hit pay dirt on eBay. 
The '61 's body looked real good, and 
it was a running, driving car. Rich 
bought it sight unseen for 34 grand, 

but made the seller take 1 00 pictures 
of it before he hit the "Pay" button. 
The 'Vette turned out to be a decent 
roller, with the undercarriage needing 
a lot of work - if the plan had been 
a stock restoration, which it wasn't. 
Rich drove the car a couple of times 
before it went to Mike's shop, and 
he said that the car had a mind of its 
own, responding to steering wheel 
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LEFT: The trunk is home to a large Sony video 
screen, amps and 10-inch subwoofers mounted in 
custom fiberglass pods. MIDDLE: Wheels are 

inputs as mere suggestions. On the 
plus side, Mike was able to get a 
decent price for the correct (but not 
numbers-matching) 283/four-speed 
drivetrain. 

Delving into the project, the men 
at Time Machines took the body 
down to raw glass, and attended 
to the bodywork that's typical of an 
older 'Vette. They also had to make 
some clearance cuts on the body 
(minor modifications) for the rear end 
and one of the rear cross mounts. 
The round tube SRIII Motorsports 
chassis was delivered as a roller, 
and Time Machines disassembled 
it for prep and paint. It was then 
put back together using Corvette C4 
suspension aided by fully adjustable 
QA 1 shocks all around. For brakes, 
Mike chose Stainless Steel's big-boy 
binders with 14-inch slotted rotors. 

A '93 ZR-1 engine was installed, 
as Mike had one laying around for 
another project which he decided 
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Alcatraz models by Colorado Custom. Stainless 
Steel Brakes supplied the binders. RIGHT: SRIII 
Motorsports tube chassis was the foundation 

to put on the back burner. The fuel
injected motor is controlled by an 
Accel DFI system that was dialed 
in by Bob Ream from Imagine Fuel 
Injection. As Rich was more into 
cruising than punching the lights out of 
everything that pulled up beside him, 
the Time team went with Stainless 
Works ZR-1 headers, which fit the '61 
body with no modifications, feeding 
into a conservative 2¼-inch exhaust 
(ceramic coated) and quiet Walker 
muffs. They backed the 405hp mill 
with a Camaro (fremec) six-speed 
which also was "laying around." It 
had closer ratios than the 'Vette 
box. A McLeod hydraulic clutch and 
pressure plate was tapped, along 
with an aftermarket Hurst handle to 
swap gears. Out back, they hung 
a 3. 73-cogged C4 'Vette rear. The 
steering system used a power C4 
rack-and-pinion that worked off a 
Hydrotech Hydroboost system 
that did double duty for the power 

of the project. It come as o roller but was 
disassembled for point and detailing. 

brakes. It's a system that's designed 
specifically for the Corvette. 

Dropping the body on the fully rigged 
chassis was pretty straightforward. 
However, Rich wanted some exterior 
modifications - notably the '58 'Vette 
grille with its bold "toothy" look and 
bright headlight rims. Time Machines 
also spitted up the engine compartment 
by smoothing the firewall. The paint 
was another story; one that started 
in Las Vegas. The Wynn Hotel, the 
newest, fanciest digs in "Sin City," has 
a Ferrari dealership in the basement. 
There are some 50 of these Enzo
mobiles lined up for the high rollers 
to drool over. Rich noticed one Ferrari 
360 that really stood out because of 
its color - 2005 California Azule Blue. 
It was just the right hue for his 'Vette. 
Even more impressive than the color 
was the cost of the paint. Realize that 
a Corvette is a fairly small vehicle and 
doesn't require that much paint. Still, 
the bill just for the paint alone came 

LEFT: Black and white leather interior was 
inspired by the Firepower - a 2005 Chrysler 

to $3,800. The special color is reputed 
to contain a lot of rare earth minerals, 
such as cobalt. But Ferrari guys are 
used to shelling out big bucks for 
everything-even special Ferrari air for 
their tires. So, maybe 3,800 smackers 
is a bargain in terms of Ferrari dollars. 

For the interior, Rich worked with 
professional car interior designer, 
Jason Rushforth, for the color 
scheme. Rich wanted the black and 
white combo after he saw a similar 
interior treatment on a 2005 Chrysler 
factory show car - the Firepower. The 
actual stitching of the leather seats, 
door panels and dash was handled by 
Jeff Phipps, renowned for his custom 
motorcycle seats. The leather dash, 
because of its compound curves, 
made it a tougher job than it first 
appeared. Time Machines added a 
mini console next to the shifter to 
house the power window switches. 

When Sony found out about 
Rich's Corvette, which was under 
construction at the time, they wanted 

factory show car. RIGHT: The stock ZR-1 motor is 
controlled by an Acee! DFI unit. With 405 ponies on 

to feature it in their '06 SEMA booth. 
They were introducing a new nav 
system at SEMA, and they sent Time 
Machines a mockup of the unit to 
fit into the dash. Sony also supplied 
the cool audio-visual system. Jay 
Rushforth designed the trunk with its 
fiberglass pods to house the two Sony 
10-inch subwoofers and to flush
mount the amps and large monitor. 
The trunk was then upholstered in 
matching black and white leather. As 
it turned out, Sony backed off on their 
nav intro, and the 'Vette was left with 
a gaping hole in the dash, which was 
leathered over for the show. Since 
Sony didn't have a screen that would 
fit the existing hole, Rich found a 
Clarion unit that slipped right in. This 
way he could have a DVD movie 
playing simultaneously for the right 
seat passenger and any folks that 
cared to ride in the trunk. 

The gauges are the originals that 
have been reworked by Redline 
Gauge Works. They redid the faces 

tap, this 'Vette won't play second fiddle la almost 
anything on the road. 

in white with black numerals and 
installed modern VDO internals. There 
was no need to change the stock 
engine sensors. A conversion box 
was added to the trans in order to run 
the mechanical speedo. The Classic 
Air A/C controls take up residence 
in the same real estate as the former 
stock ones. A black canvas top keeps 
the rain out and the cold air in. 

Rolling on a set of Colorado 
Custom Alcatraz wheels (20s in the 
back, 18s up front), which are shod 
with BFGoodrich skins, (245/40-20 
back, 235/45- rn· front), the former 
independent spirit of this Corvette has 
been tamed into a taut, responsive 
performer that handles like a late 
model, as well it should. The chassis 
easily complements the stock 400+ 
ponies, and the brakes help cash any 
checks this 'Vette cares to write. Rich 
is content to let the other 'Vette fans 
spin out their lives poring over casting 
numbers, inspection marks and the 
like. He'd rather just have fun. ■ 
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