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I, By Geoff Stunkard------------------w ith the end of the long-time Camaro and 

Firebird F-body line back in 2002, many perfor
mance enthusiasts wondered how those sto

ried models would be replaced. While rumors are ram
pant that GM will bring out a new performance model in 
the Camaro genre in the near future, we can contemplate 
just what such a car might look like. In our best dreams, it 
would go retro to the days of nasty COPO packages, 
Grumpy Jenkins, and Turbo-Jet horsepower. In fact, if you 
are a fan of first-gen Camaros, the answer you'd like to see 
might be here in Richard Carlson's "Cam-Vet." 

This 1969 Camaro convertible was the creation of 
Time Machines in Hudson, Florida, whose other modi
fied machines have graced the pages of PHR in the recent 
past (including the '68 Charger on Page 58 of this issue). 
Noted for craftsmanship, Time Machines owner and car 
builder extraordinaire Mike Staveski approached 
Richard's project with one purpose in mind-to create a 
vintage musclecar that would drive, perform, and han-

die like a C4-series Corvette. 
"This car was not built to 

be a trailer car," Staveski says. 
"We wanted this to be a 1969 
Camaro like no other. It is built 
not as a radical one-off machine, 
but rather as something that 
could be serviced at the dealer
ship just like a new Corvette 
would be. Fi:ankly, this carreally 
had to be right, because it was 
going to be basically driven daily 
by the owner." 

The project to create this dream 
machine began in early 2004 amd took 
approximately seven months to complere. 
While the process of making such a radical 
might seem daunting, for Staveski and his oew, 
fairly straightforward. Adding a complete C4 

This 1969 Camara is a Modem 
'Vette in Vintage Clothing 



-----~·-~:.==========================================================---;-_~_-_-=._-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~_-=._-=._~_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-=._-_~---_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~_-_-_-_-_--=._~-,_.,..._-_-_--:__-_-_-_-,_-..._--:_~~--,--,, 

I 

I· 

I 
t 

i; 

I 
'i 

! 

26 -1111.populorbofrodlling.co11t 

underneath 1969 drop-top sheet 
metal began with Tnne Machines cal
culating the mounting points and 
then building a custom square-tube 
chassis to replace the '60s unibody 
frame. This offered what Staveski 
rightfully terms as "ultimate stiff
ness," which in tum makes the car 
handle like a C4. The very trick flow
ing console that is united directly to 
the dash and rear deck area is actual
ly formed of steel sheet stock and 
was also used to strengthen the body; 
by tying it all together, the car can 
actually be jacked up at the middle 
on the body and that whole side of 
the car will rise up. Kiddies, don't try 
that one on the stock F-body convert
ible in yom garage. 

As well as the factory package 
was designed, suspension upgrades 
from the C4 were not needed except 
for fitment. The Vette's front rack
and-pinion went under the front end; 
KYB gas-charged shocks dampen the 
road irregularities, while Baer disc 
brakes handle the stopping chqres. 
Out back is the stock Dana 44 differ-

ential, again assisted by KYB and 
Baer components. On all four cor
ners, there are Billet Specialties 18-
inch rims and IS-inch Michelin rub
ber so wide that this car could hang 
tough slaloming on the back of an 
Everglades bullfrog. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the C4 dri
veline was removed and prepared 
for installation in the car. As noted in 
the photos, the length of the engine 
required a 3-inch setback notch to be 
created in the firewall. Again, the 
artisans at Tnne Machines were able 
to do this in a very clean fashion; this 
allowed the engine to be far enough 
back that the radiator is not compro
mised and the grille area remains 
stock in appearance. Braided steel 
hoses connect heating and air condi
tioning accessories to the cockpit 
area. The engine itself is basically 
stock; after some mild dress-up parts 
from Street & Performance and a set 
of Sanderson LTl-style shorty head
ers were added to the mix, it and the 
stock six-speed transmission (which 
fit the modified 'trans-console tun-

nel' with very little effort) were installed in 
the car following its paint prep. 

Body work is one area that can make or 
break a project, and this one makes it big 
time. Tnne Machines' talented crew of 
painters then laid down the PPG GM Blue 
on the mildly-modified body panels. In 
keeping with the theme, no additional 
graphics were added to the car other than 
some Corvette emblems here and there. The 
tan canvas top and boot was also custom 
designed, created and installed by Tune 
Machines at this time (in fact, the car never 
left the facility from beginning to end). 

The interior is also completely cus
tomized; the material is a sturdy material 
known as "ultra leather," and it covers the 
power .front buckets and speaker-equipped 
rear seat area (there is no longer a rear seat, 
eliminating three-is-a-crowd problems). 
Inside the custom-faced dashboard are 
gauges from AutoMeter, including the tach, 
while a Quiet Spec billet steering wheel 
keeps the machine pointed in the right 
direction. The final touch was the Alpine 
stereo system, coupled to an Alpine amp 
and Boston Acoustic speakers that can rattle 
skyscraper windows in Tampa if needed. 

The car was done just in time for the 
Year One Commerce Challenge, where it 
was one of the three cars to qualify as a 
finalist, and the only g-Machine in a very 
competitive field to get that honor. The car 
proved its salt as we took it out for a jaunt 
down I-75, where it rolled along at 70 mph 
for several miles without missing a beat. 

There are many things on this car that 
would make it worthy of being a show car. 
It is well crafted, it benefits from a nice 
selection of components, and it's an 
eye-catcher in any circumstance. After pay· 
ing the bill, though, Mr. Carlson should 
know we're a little jealous-rush hour traf
fic never felt so good. QJJlJ 
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