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BACK IN 'ftlE '605 AND EARLY '705, 'ftlE EPICEN1ER OF 'ftlE MOPAR PERFORMANCE 
UNIVERSE WAS AT 'ftlE IN1ERSECIION OF GRAND AND SPAULDING IN CHICAGO, 'ftlE 
HOME OF MR. NORM KRAUS AND THE GRAND-SPAULDING DODGE DEALERSHIP. 

When you wanted to drive the fastest 
Mopar off the showroom floor, this had 
to be your final destination, as with a Mr. 
Norm-prepared Dodge, it was likely you 
could drive to the strip and drive away 
with a trophy. 

But what about the famous Mr. Norm? 
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What did he drive in the fall of 1967? 
What was the car that Mr. Norm ordered 
as his own personal demonstrator? As 
Mr. Norm recalls, it was a white-on-red 
1968 Dodge Coronet R/T convertible 
equipped with a 426ci Hemi backed 
up with a bulletproof 3-speed 727 

TorqueFlite automatic transmission. 
In doing a little due diligence we 

were able to learn that Mr. Norm's 
dealer-ordered, Hemi-equipped 1968 
Coronet R/f convertible was one of nine 
that were built for the 1968 model year. 
(According to Mopar authority Galen 
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Govier, the nine Coronet R/T convertibles 
were among the 356 factory Hemi
equipped 1968 Coronets/Super Bees 
produced for 1968; these include 127 
two-door coupes [twq Hemi Coronet 
440s have been authenticated although 
there is speculation that there may have 
been more], 220 two-door hardtops, 
and the nine previously mentioned 
convertibles.) 

"I ordered the car as my demo in the 
fall of 1967," Mr. Norm told Musclecar 
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Enthusiast. "When it came in I started 
driving it daily to the dealership, and 
the car was parked right in front of the 
dealership every morning on the Grand 
Avenue side of the showroom. By mid 
afternoon I'd have one of the detailers 
bring in the car into the shop and clean 
it up before heading home. One morning, 
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just after arriving, with the car parked 
outside, a customer walked into the 
showroom and asked if the red Coronet 
at the front door was for sale. One of my 
salesmen greeted the customer, saying 
'that's Mr. Norm's demo, let me get the 
boss' and he came upstairs to get me. 

"Obviously I told the customer that 

the car is available for sale, to which the 
customer replied that he wanted to buy 
it. We cut a deal and he drove the car 
away, never to be seen again." (If you 
want to ask if Mr. Norm has any surviving 
paperwork on the car as it was originally 
ordered, the answer is no. In late 1968 
there was a fire at Grand-Spaulding 



Dodge and all the documents relating 
to this car literally went up in smoke.) 

Fast forward 40 years later - when 
the opportunity arises to re-create the 
long-lost 1968 Coronet R/T, do you gra 
the ram by the horns and remake s 
piece of history? If you're Mr. !j6rm, 
and you are already re-creatjllg the , 
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TURNS AND STOPS, TOO: The brakes 
have been modernized with parts 
from Stainless Steel Brakes, while the 
front-end has been upgraded with 
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in 1968. CHECK THE LOGO: It's a none
too-subtle change, but the Mr. Norm's 
Garage logo has been applied over the 
traditional stripes on each rear quarter. 
LET'S SEE SOME I.D.: This Flashback 
panel affixed to each door is one of the 
unique deviations from stock that you'll 

·shed units supplied by Instrument 
·es Gauges. And when in 1968 
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find on the Mr. Norm's Garage Coronet 
R/T. SHINY ALL OVER: Needless to say, 
the attention to detail overall is superb; 
nowhere is this more evident than with 
the undercarriage restoration where 
every element, including those you 
wouldn't normally see, are perfect. 

wheels supplied by Coker Tires, teamed 
with BFGoodrich blackwall tires. 

To finish up the restoration of the 
exterior, after securing sheet metal from 
Auto Metal Direct, the Mr. Norm's Garage 
team applied the finishing coat of BASF 
red, then updated the look of the rear 
fender graphics. The required exterior 
trim was supplied by Year One, B E & A 
Restoration Parts and Tony's Auto Parts. 
The combination, as the photos show, is 
nearly flawless. 

Such perfection doesn't come cheap 
and it's difficult to put a price on what it 
would cost to re-create a second Mr. 
Norm's 1968 Dodge Coronet R/T Hemi 
convertible. But if you're game, we're 
certain that Mike Staveski will want to 
talk with you. ■ 

SOURCE 
MR. NORM'S GARAGE 

9134 Eden Ave. 
Hudson, FL 34667 
(727) 869-9533 

www.mrnormsgarage.com 


