


By Steve Temple 

F 
ord has Carroll Shelby. Chevy 
has Don Yenko. Mopar? Well, 
that'd be Norm Kraus, Mr. Norm, 
the "King of Hi Performance," as 

he is called. His Grand Spaulding Dodge 
dealership became the center of the 
Mopar universe during the '60s and '70s, 
and out of his shop came a long line of 
pedigreed, high-performance vehicles, 
including the original 383 Dart GSS, the 
440 Dart GSS, the Demon Six Pack, and 
the Supercharged Demon. 

The Hurst Heml Darts, with their 
enormous air-gulping scoops, 
were introduced for the '68 model 
year. Mr. Norm's '68 GSS took the 
sleeper approach and retained the 
stock, flat hood. 
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Norm's tale is familiar to Mopar fans. 
What hasn't been told are the behind
the-scenes anecdotes gleaned from 
recent interviews with Mr. Norm and car 
collector Bill Sefton, who owns more 
than 130-yep, 130-rare muscle cars. 
Here's the story behind one in particular, 
the M-Code 440 Dart. 

In November 1963, Grand Spaulding 
Dodge made a dramatic shift in focus, 
even though it was still in its first year of 
operation. Mr. Norm was approached by 

a customer who had recently purchased 
a then-new Dodge 330 with a 426 Max 
Wedge. The customer asked him to sup
ply a set of spark plugs and seatbelts 
for his car. In exchange, he would have 
Grand Spaulding Dodge lettered on the 
vehicle and drag race it in Chicago. "I 
figured that for the cost of a set of plugs 
and s.eat belts, we really had nothing to 
lose, so I had the parts department pro
vide him with these items," Norm recalls. 

Now, back in those days, when the 

weather was bad, races were held 
indoors at a large facility called the 
Amphitheater, located in the heart of 
the meatpacking district. Inside the 
Amphitheater, you could still smell the 
stockyards, and the exhaust noise was 
deafening. There was just enough room 
to run before hitting the wall-so long 
as your brakes worked. 

One Sunday afternoon after outfit
ting his customer, Norm's phones start
ed ringing with calls from enthusiasts 

who were at the Amphitheater races. 
The car he sponsored had won the 
event, and the impact on his business 
was immediate. 

By Wednesday of that week, Mr. Norm 
had sold five new high-performance 
Dodges as a direct result of his sponsor
ship of the winning car. By Thursday, he 
was negotiating to form a professional 
racing team. That was a pivotal moment, 
because for the next 15 years he cam
paigned a professional Super Fuel Funny 

Car that toured the nation, promoting 
the reputation of Grand Spaulding as the 
leading Dodge high-performance dealer
ship in the country. 

While drag racing spread the word, 
Mr. Norm needed a variety of new Dodge 
street performance cars to sell "When 
Chrysler notified us that there would be 
a new Dart for 1967 with performance 
engines," he recalls, "we were really ex
cited. We would finally have a car to go 
heads-up against small cars like the in-
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Norm modified the Dart's "GTS" badge for his 
special-edition "GSS" models. Note the 383 fender 
Insignia. We're guessing the understated badging 
was done to sandbag unsuspecting stoplight 
racers. 

AT A GLANCE 
1968 440 GSS DART 

Owneil by: Bill Sefton, Scottsdale, AZ 
Restored by: Mr. Normfs Garage, Hudson, FL 
Engine: '68 440ci/375hp V-8 
Transmission: 727, TorqueFlite automatic 
Rearend: 8¾ with 3.23 gears 
Interior: White vinyl bucRet seat 

Wheels: 14x5.5 steel with mag-style covers 
Tires: E70-14 Red Streak Nylon 

86 MUSCLE CAR REVIEW APRIL 2010 

credibly fast Chevy II that was available 
at that time with the L79 327/350-horse 
small-block engine." 

That initial exuberance soon soured. 
"When the new Dart GT went into pro
duction, we were disappointed to find 
that the largest engine was the little 
273," he says with a wince. "Not only 
did the new Dart not come with any real 
performance engine options, but we 
were told by the factory that the 383 
would not fit into the engine bay." 

They couldn't have been more wrong. 
Taking matters into his own hands, Norm 

had Grand Spaulding's parts manager, 
Dennis Hirschbeck, do some quick mea
surements. He determined that he could 
fit a 383 four-barrel engine, along with 
a 727 TorqueFlite transmission. Surpris
ingly enough, the installation was fairly 
easy; one of the few mods needed was a 
heat shield for the steering box to mini
mize heat transfer from the driver-side 
exhaust manifold. Mr. Norm said they 
also had to tweak one of the engine 
mounts, add a snubber plate and shave 
a little off the A-frame, but that was 
about it. Because the Dart was so much 

lighter than the B-Bodies that normally 
housed the 383, the resulting power
to-weight ratio was both dramatic and 
decisive. 

"The Dart with the 383 ran so good, 
and we were so impressed with its per
formance," Norm relates, "that I person
ally drove it to Chrysler headquarters, 
then in Hamtramck, Michigan, to show it 
to Bob Mccurry, who was then General 
Manager of Dodge Division." 

Mccurry took the Dart for a drive, but 
not simply for a corporate cruise around 
town. "He got on it," Norm remembers. 

~ 

The plain-Jane bucket-seat Interior merely hinted at what the GSS Dart was capable of. 

No heater delete here, but the Dart was 
still far lighter than a Charger or Coro
net, making It an ideal platform for a 
performance mill. 

Mr. Norm's Chicago dealership was the 
place to get hardcore Mopar hardware in 
the '60s and '70s. 

And Mccurry immediately realized the 
opportunity to sell a production version. 
In fact, he was so impressed that he had 
engineers come down from their offices 
to see the 383 in the Dart, an engine 
they said would not fit, and asked them 
how Mr. Norm managed this feat. 

When they looked at the install, they 
pointed to one part in particular: "They 
put a heat deflector on the steering 
box." 

"So why couldn't you?" Mccurry 
asked, not really expecting a reply. For
tunately, he didn't get one, much to the 

Mr. Norm added a snubber plate to 
prevent axle wind-up. 

Bill Sefton has amassed a huge collec
tion of muscle cars, but he admits to a 
soft spot for Mopar products. Note the 
Hemi Under Glass Barracuda behind him. 
Sefton owns the three that still exist. 

lasting thanks of Mopar muscle car fans 
everywhere. But there was still another 
hurdle to the program. Mccurry said the 
only way Chrysler would build them is if 
they would be purchased in lots of 50 
cars at a time. 

Never one to waffle about a business 
opportunity, Mr. Norm seized the mo
ment. "We believed in the 383 Dart so 
much that I did not hesitate and immedi
ately ordered 50." 

What was the customer reaction to 
the new Dart? In a word, "wild," Norm 
says with a smile. Word spread quickly, 
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VINTAGE MR. NORM 

Norm Kraus started his business by convert• 
Ing a service station Into a car dealership. 
He didn't build a showroom until 1963. 
Here's how Grand Spaulding Dodge looked 
in 1969, with an overflow of muscle cars 
parked on the street. Even though the dealer• 
ship was small by today's standards, at one 
point more than a thousand performance cars 
were parked on Grand Spaulding lots around 
Chicago. 

Gary Dyer proudly displays the world record e.t. 
he set in June 1969 at Lebanon Valley Raceway. 

Although Mr. Norm (bottom left) occasionally wore a 
beatnik goatee, there was nothing downbeat about his 

Super Challenger, manned by hot-shoe Gary Dyer. 

and enthusiasts came from all over the 
country to purchase 383 Darts and oth
er high-performance Dodges offered by 
Grand Spalding Dodge. The '67 Dart GT 
with the 383 became the first of a series 
of Grand Spaulding Dodge GSS cars, GSS 
standing for Grand Spaulding Special. 
Mr. Norm notes that the small-block cars 
originally came with a GTS insignia, but 
he rightly pointed out that changing the 
'T' to an "S" was no big deal. 

Sensing a sea change, Mr. Norm real
ized that he would need a special edi
tion for each new model year. For 1968, 
Grand Spaulding Dodge introduced the 
fabled 440 M-Code Dart GSS. lnterest-
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ingly enough, the engine had 383 bear
ings because of their larger oil groove. 
"It passed more oil than a Hemi," Norm 
notes. He added more oil pressure with 
a heavier spring in the pump, along with 
stiffer valve springs, aluminum retainers, 
and chromoly pushrods. 

Collector Bill Sefton, who owns this 
440 Dart, appreciates all kinds of muscle 
cars, but he has a real soft spot for Mo
pars. "I've always had an affinity for A
Bodies," he says. "I'm not sure why, but 
I've always liked Darts, Demons, Dusters, 
and early Barracudas. My daily driver is 
a '68 340 Dart, red and white, with an 
automatic." 

Mr. Norm cut quite a dashing figure 
In the heyday of his Dodge dealer• 
ship. He made It the "in" place to 
be by hosting rock shows In the 
showroom and, more Important, 
providing a tune-up shop with 
Clayton chassis dyno tests for only 
$6.95. Here he Is seen posing for a 
publicity shot with the Dodge Fever 
Girl In 1969, but In front of a truck 
Instead of a muscle machine. 

Space doesn't permit listing all of 
the Mopars that Sefton owns, but 
among the highlights are the three re
maining Hurst Hemi Under Glass wheel
standing Barracudas (which we will 
feature in an upcoming issue). Sefton 
also likes to create "mini collections" 
of certain types of cars within his 
overall collection. "I'm probably the 
only guy on the planet with all three 
Mr. Norm's GSS models: a '68 440 Dart, 
a 71 340 Six-Pack Demon, and a '72 
340 Supercharged Demon. I'm such a 
big fan of Mr. Norm and all that he's 
done, this is my way paying tribute 
to him." MCR 
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