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R 
arely do you find Detroit's 
Big Three automakers coop
erating much. But to help 
SEMA-the Specialty Equip-

ment Market Association, a nonprofit 
that represents the automotive after
market-celebrate the 40th anniver
sary of its annual trade show, Ford, 
General Motors, and Chrysler pulled 
together to share the honor of being 
Vehicle Manufacturers of the Show. 

What brought about this unusual 
circumstance? Nothing short of the 
rebirth of the American musclecar. In 
the face of volatile gas prices, ever
worsening traffic conditions, and a 
rising tide of green-vehicle enthusi
asm, all three Detroit automakers 
have (or will soon) put ground
pounding, rubber-squealing, high
octane-guzzling musclecars on the 
street. Chrysler was first out of the 
gate with its revived Hemi engine in 
the Magnum, Charger, and on-the
way Challenger. Ford followed suit 
with its retro-themed Mustang and 
Shelby GTS00. And Chevy will soon 
join the fray with a futuristic Camara. 

Since automotive performance is 
SEMA's bedrock, it was a no-brainer 
to highlight musclecars as its 40th
anniversary theme. We'll never know 
what kind of behind-the-scenes ne
gotiations were required to bring the 
Big Three together to share that 
spotlight, but the result was glorious: 
Musclecars old and new filled the 
cavernous buildings that make up 
the Las Vegas Convention Center, 
home for SEMA's annual new-parts 
extravaganza. 

Granted, many of the vehicles on 
display weren't "our" kind of muscle
cars, as late-model Mustangs and 
Chargers pretty much dominated the 
show. But there was plenty of histori
cal stuff to keep us occupied, as well 
as a few new-tech variations on the 
classic muscle theme that we found 
interesting. 

The SEMA Show's main entrance was home to an astonishing collection of significant 
street and race musclecars. That's a Hemi-powered '71 Charger RfT behind the Sox & 
Martin Barracuda. 

Ford took a "then-and
now" approach to its 
cars at the SEMA Show 
entrance. Here, Parnelli 
Jones' '69 Boss 302 
Trans-Am fighter is 
parked in front of a 
Saleen/Parnelli Jones 
limited-edition '07 
Mustang being offered 
by the famed Ford 
tuner. It's a limited
production car, so if 
you have to have one, 
contact Saleen soon. 
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Big-block Shelby Mustangs have come a 
long way from the Cobra Jet-powered 
'68 GT500KR to today's GT500. A Roots
type supercharger and intercooler help 
the new car's 5.4L V-8 put out 500 
horses, making the KR's 335 hp seem 
almost wimpy by comparison. Almost. 

Hemi Mopars were in force at 
SEMA. This 9,000-mile '70 Hemi 
'Cuda is purported to be the 
"most factory-correct restoration 
in the world," found and restored 
by OE-expert Patrick Lyons with 
help from Mopar-historians Frank 
Badalson and Roger Gibson after 
sitting in storage for 2 7 years. It'll 
cross the Barrett-Jackson auction 
block in January. 

Another interesting Hemi 
car parked at the SEMA Show 

entrance was this '70 Challenger 
RIT. It sports the only known 

prototype TIA hood in existence. 
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"Celebrating American Muscle in Motor
sports" was the theme of this display at 
the show. At one end was the record
setting Bobby Isaac Charger Daytona 
parked with a competition Viper; what 
you don't see are the Smokey 
Yunick-built '55 Chevy sedan, the Shelby 
Cobra Daytona coupe, and more. 

It was good to see some non-Chevy GM 
muscle at SEMA. This gorgeous '70 4-4-2 
W-30 is a part of GM's Heritage Collec
tion, an assortment of vehicles and other 
artifacts from GM's past, housed in a 
facility near GM's Tech Center. 

Inside the show, the Original Parts Group 
Inc. booth featured this immaculate 
(you'd expect anything less?) '66 Chevelle 
SS396, restored by JH Restorations of 
Riverside, California. 
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The Mopar Speedshop dis
play always has interesting 

cars to drool over. At previ
ous SEMA shows, this was 

where we found the coolest 
resto Mopars, but since most 
of the stockers were parked 

in other places, the Speed-
shop this year was all resto
mods. Delaney Auto Design 

built this '71 Hemi 'Cuda with 
a 525hp Mopar Performance 

crate Hemi, Keisler five-
speed transmission, and Nitto 

Extreme tires wrapped 
around Fiske wheels. 

Big cars are growing in popularity, and they 
don't get much bigger ttaan early '60s 
Chryslers. We thought this one was cool: 
it's a '62 Newport featuring a new Keith 
Black Signature Series all-aluminum 426 
crate Hemi. One Grand Products, maker of 
wax, polish, and other detailing goods, is 
sponsoring the car, which is being built by 
John Herrman. 

The Baldwin-Motion team continues to push the musclecar envelope. At the Meguiar's 
booth, they displayed a Camaro SuperSpeedster powered by a 540-inch, 660hp big
block developed with Lingenfelter Performance Engineering. This is just the first of 
what will be a number of Motion/Lingenfelter big-blocks, both naturally aspirated and 
boosted, developed for exclusive use in the high-end Camaros. 

The shape of things to come: Many musclecars at the SEMA Show combined stock
appearing envelopes wrapped around contemporary drivetralns. The Bullseye Dart, built 
by Time Machines of Hudson, Florida, mated a smoothed '68 Dart body with a custom, 
fully independent suspension, sticky BFGoodrich tires on 18-inch Halibrand Kidney Bean 
wheels, and a Mopar Performance Hemi crate motor with Momar fuel injection. 

Inside the show was another variation on 
that new/old theme: the Budnik Wheels 
booth featured this "Nova Z/28" built by 
Pure Vision Design of Simi Valley, Califor
nia. It's a what-if concept, as in, "What if 
Chevrolet offered the Z/28 option on the 
Nova as well as the Camaro?" Under the 
hood is a cross-ram-fed 302; the '69 
Nova rolls on 18- and 19-inch Budnik 
Flare wheels. 

Musclecar? Not really. Icon 
of our youth that brought 
back fond TV memories? 
Absolutely. MCR 
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