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Rare, factory 
option440 
makes this 
'69A-body 
Dodge a 
heavy 
breather. 
By Nick Brunt 
Photos by: Bill Erdman 

I twas just plain awesome, 
but at the same time a 
logical application of a 
basic rodding principle: 

take a big engine and stuff it 
into a light body. And stuff 
they did. Chrysler took their 
big block 440 motor and 
packed every one of its 375 
horses into its little A-body 
Dart and Barracuda to pro
duce one of the more mean 
and nasty street machines 
(426 Hemi Darts and 
Barracudas 
were 

strictly 
race pieces 
never intended for 
the street) to prowl the 
tarmac and drag strips. 

The year was 1968, and 
Chrysler had yet to stuff its 
first Dart. Grand Spaulding 
Dodge, one off the more 
progressive minded of the 
performance oriented deal
erships, under the direction 
of Norm Kraus and his head 
wrench, Rich Mouldry, took 
a 383 Dart and converted it 
to 440 power. They were 
happy with the result and 
showed their handiwork to 
Chrysler. The factory was fa
vorably impressed and con
tracted the Hurst Co. to stuff 
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DART 
TN■OB 
the A-bodies for them. 

Mopar Maven, Al Kirs
chenbaum, was working for 
Ebbets Field Dodge (Brook
lyn, NY) at the time, and he 
was sent over to Grand 
Spaulding Dodge to check 
out their deal and emulate 
what they were doing in 
sales, service and parts. He 
took a good look at what 
was going on and was able 
to fill us in on a lot of the 
details about the 440 Dart 
program. 

Chrysler initially con
tracted Hurst to knock out 
50 1968 440 Darts, almost 
all of which went to Grand 
Spaulding which sold them, 
as conversions, to cus
tomers. Others were given 
or sold for a dollar, to Chry
sler racers such as Dick 
Landy and Charlie Allen. In 
addition, Grand Spaulding 
did some of their own 440 
conversions, the exact num-
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ber of these is uncertain. It 
may have been as few as six 
or as many as 12. All the 
cars were automatic, and in 
spite of rumors of some 4-
speed cars with Dana rears 
having been built, Kirsch 
can't recall ever seeing one, 
and neither can we. 

Hurst came up with a trick 
deal for their conversions. 
They constructed a motor 
mount especially for these 
A-body cars and attached it 
in a unique way. The two 
bosses at front of engine 
block, just above oil pump, 

were drilled out and tapped 
to accept a new mount. 

The 440 program got even 
more ambitious for 1969, 
with Hurst getting the order 
to convert 500 more GTS 
into big block versions. As 
before, 383 Dart GTSs built 
on Chrysler's Hamtramck 
line were towed over to 
Hurst minus engine and 
tranny. A Y39, later changed 
to A 13 was added to the 
fender tag-both of which 
de-,ignated the special con
version 440 vs. The engine 
option also was reflected in 

the 5th digit of the VIN tag. 
The 383 cars had an H as 
the 5th digit, but all the 440 
conversions had a VIN tag 
that began LS23M ... The M 
meaning Special Order VS. 
Chrysler made Hurst tow 
the line when it came to 
matching the special num
bers everywhere they were 
supposed to match on the 
cars. 

Hurst never dropped any 
6-Pack 440s into the Darts 
when the engine became 
available in mid '69. But that 
didn't stop the merry men at 
Grand Spaulding from build
ing their own GSS Darts 
with the 3-deuce setup. We 
don't recall what air cleaner 
they used, as the factory 
oval deal wouldn't have 
cleared the hood. 

You could order a 440 
GTS Dart with anything that 
was available on a 383 GTS, 
with certain exceptions. 
Most notable was the no 
choice of transmission. You 
got the TorqueFlite, period. 
And you had to order the 
console to get the manda• 
tory floor shift. Power 

brakes, disc brakes, power 
steering and air condition
ing were not available. 
There were enough clear
ance problems in the small 
A-body engine bay without 
making matters worse. 

The '69 440 mill shoe
horned into the Dart was the 
standard big block making 
375 ponies at 4500 rpm and 
480 lbs/ft of torque at 3200 
rpm. Internals were plenty 
beefy with forged crank and 
rods, 10-to-1 cast aluminum 
pistons, "906" heads, 2.08" 
intake valves, 1. 7 4" exhaust 
and a 580 CFM Carter AVS 
4-barrel. 

The other visual clue to 
the true nature of the beast 
were the "440" emblems in 
the chrome slots of the 
phony fresh air intakes on 
the hood. 

Electrics relied on a 
single-breaker point distrib
utor. There was one weak 
point in the boiler room, 
however, and that was the 
exhaust manifolds
especially the one on the 
driver's side where the 
steering column presented 
a real clearance problem. 
The 383 Darts had specific 
exhaust manifolds, and the 
passenger side of the 440 
conversion used the No. 
2863900 manifold that was 
fitted to the 383 A-body. The 
left side was a special deal 
bearing casting number 
3462017, and it was very re
strictive, necking down as it 
did. Downstream, the ex
haust system used dual low 
restriction mufflers and 
chrome extension tips. No 
H-pipe (crossover) was 
used. 

The 440 A-body package 
was more than just an en
gine swap. Driveline parts 
and chassis components 
also were beefed to handle 
the added punch. Chassis 
were modified by boxing the 
forward end of the spring 
hangers. The same mods 
were done to ragtop models, 
all 340s and '68 Hemi cars. 
The reinforced area hung 
down to a noticable extent 
and was evident to the 
trained eye when viewing 
the car's profile. 

The suspension was iden
tical to 383 A-bodies-6-leaf 
springs, one-inch shocks, 

Continued on page 72 

1968 Grand Spaulding 
GSS 440 Dart 

This is one of about 50 Grand Spaulding Dodge conversion GSS Darts 
(it's unclear whether GSS stood for Grand Spaulding "Sport" or "Spe• 
cial"). Current owner is James Erwin. Special decal (now being re• 
pro'd) and trunk•mounted battery (installation here not quite correct) 
was part of the deal. Car also has bumblebee stripe, which was a 
delete option. 
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ing with the B1 heads since 1988 and 
his customers include racers from Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York and West 
Virginia. Both sets of heads were flowed 
before and after the porting. Tom uses a 
Superflow 110 bench. 

The results were a bit startling. The 
first pair of heads that were ported were 
the supposedly bad flowing 516 cast
ings. As you can see from the results, 
the 516 flowed less in stock form on the 
intake side but better on the exhaust 
side with a 1.74 exhaust valve installed. 
After the pocket port, gasket match, and 
the exhaust polish, the 516s flow is very 
competitive with the 906s on the intake 
side. The exhaust flow, however, 
dropped even from the stock figures. 
According to Tom, this was due to an 
improper angle on the templates when 
used for porting the 516 castings. 

The templates show to remove metal 
on the short side of the exhaust port. 
Don't do it. He also felt that the 506 
casting would show exhaust numbers 
comparable to the ported 906s, if the 
short leg under the valve were left 
alone. 

Tom supplied us with the flow figures 
of a pro ported 906 race head. He ex
plained that for every five cfm change 
you would see a noticeable improve
ment in your time slip. To give you an 
example of what the horsepower poten
tial would be ... 

Stock 516 133.01cfm 458 Horsepower 
Stock 906 134.43cfm 462 Horsepower 
Ported 516 141.72cfm 488 Horsepower 
Ported 906 138.84cfm 477 Horsepower 
Pro Port 906 162.32cfm 577 Horsepower 
Stock 81 199.00cfm 685 Horsepower 
Mod. 81 232.00cfm 798 Horsepower 

Bear in mind, the 516 casting is 
using a 1.74 exhaust valve and the pro 
port 906 is using a 2.14 intake and a 
1.81 exhaust valve. A 915 casting will 
flow the same as the 906 casting. 

$115-00 
Now 

Available 
In Heavy 

Duty 

Now 
Avail
able 
With 

Raised 
Letters 
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With the abundance of "here you are, 
take them away" 516 castings out there, 
after mild porting and a 1.74 exhaust 
valve you will have yourself a pair of 
budget 915 heads. What a deal! * 

DART THROB 

(Continued from page 45) 

front swaybar but no rear bar, slow-ratio 
manual steering standard. The optional 
fast-ratio was available but not com
monly fitted. 

A stronger 727 TorqueFlite than the 
one used with the 383 was fitted with 4-
pinion planetary carriers-the same 
setup used in 440 B-body T-Flites. The 
11-3/4 in. converter was the same unit 
used in B- and C-bodies. Rear ends 
used the "489" case with 3.55 cogs as 
standard and 3.91 as optional. 

Sales of the initial run of 500 '69s 
was so strong that Chrysler went back 
and gave Hurst an order for an addition
al 100 conversions. Grand Spaulding 
received the lion's share of cars, but 
other dealers, notably Saddleback 
Dodge, Reedman, Rockville Centre 

Dart was bought new by Don's family, 
and Don got it when he went to 
college. The 440 has been a driver all 
these years, and Don has replaced 
parts under the hood as required with 
updated components, and has added 
an aftermarket radio. All '69 440 Darts 
were automatic-only. 

Hurst constructed this special motor 
mount for the 440 which attached to 
the engine at two bosses that were 
drilled and tapped at the front of the 
block. 

Dodge and Banning Dodge got slices of 
the 440 Dart pie. 

Performance of the package was not 
as spectacular as you might imagine. In 
stock trim the 440 Darts would cut quar
ter-mile times of about 14 seconds flat 
at a bit over 100 mph. Zero-to-60 mph 
times were mid-to-high fives. So the 
cars (stock) were beatable on the 
street, but only by the really hot stuff 
like 396/375 solid lifter Chebelles and 
428 Cobra Jet Mustwangs. Aside from 
the restrictive exhaust manifolds, the 
Darts were hampered by rather skimpy 
wheelwells-it was tough to get a big 
tire in there. A 7-inch cheater slick was 
the max you could go, and it was hard 
to get the car to hook. Traction bars 
weren't necessary, a pinion snubber 
was all that was needed. 

Headers obviously made a big differ
ence, but only one company-JR-

$105• 00 WARNING! 
THE ANTIQUE AUTO BATTERY, INC has issued 
an all points bulletin to all MOPAR 
ENTHUSIASTS. Does your MOPAR have the 
right V.I.N. number? Then make sure the bat
tery you buy has the right part number. '65 to 
'74 small blocks take G24M (:[JJCCA ('65-'68 
part #2444562 • '69-'74 part #2875320) '65-
'74 big blocks take G27M 700CCA ('65-'68 
part #2444557 • '69-'74 part #2932852) These 
batteries are hard rubber, raised letter cases 
with green, yellow or red caps. Also avail
able In tar top for the '56-' 64 models. check 
out our heavy CCA and lower prices. 
2320 Old MIii Road, HUDSON, OHIO 44236 
Tel: 1-800-426-7580 Fax: 1-216-425-4642 

$105•00 MC/VISA/C.O.D. 
Reproduction llcenced by Chrysler Corporotlon 

made fenderwell headers that would fit. 
But turning the wheel all the way under 
certain conditions caused the tire to 
contact the pipes, and cutting the inner 
fenders weakened the unibody structure 
slightly in that area. 

In race trim, the car was good for 
12. 70 at 107 mph in D/Stock. Landy 
also campaigned a car in Super Stock 
F-class. Car Craft was able to rip off a 
string of 12.90s in a 440 Dart treated to 
Mr. Norm's super dyno tuning. This 
amounted to little more than dialing in a 
fast curve in the distributor, rejetting the 
carb and resetting the floats in the carb. 
The 9.00-15 Goodyear slicks didn't hurt 
either. 

The 57/43 weight distribution that 
hurt the Dart off the line also made it a 
poor handler. The E70-14 skins were 
inadequate and once the car got out of 
sha,pe it was a handful. Kirschenbaum 
found this out first-hand when he blew a 
rear tire and the car swung like a pen
dulum. The clock slopped when the big 
K stuffed the whole shebang into a 
guardrail. He was able to pull out the 
crushed fender and continue on his 
way. While the 440 A-bodies were 
lighter than their 440 B-body siblings, at 
3600 pounds they were far from being 
"lightweights." The combo was at least a 
couple hundred pounds above a 340 
powered Dart. ... 

Finding wide wheels was a problem 
as the Darts used the small (4-inch) 
bolt pattern as opposed to the larger 
4-1/2inch bolt circle, and this limited the 
choice of rollers that were available at 
the time. It also put a lot of stress on 
the smaller 7/16" studs. 

Because of their rarity, 440 Darts 
(and their Barracuda brothers) are 
crowd pleasers today at car shows. The 
one we feature here belongs to Florida 
resident, Don Lewis. Don's family 
bought the Dart new and gave it to him 
when Don went to college. Of course, 
Don street raced and did all the things a 
kid that age would do with a car like 
this. Don had the foresight not to molest 
the sheetmetal or interior. Rather, he 
used the car as a driver, replacing parts 
as they wore out with updated items. So 
while the engine compartment serves 
as an excellent example of the breed, 
little things, such as in incorrect coil and 
other minor details prevents this 
71,000-mile, unrestored original car (the 
B5 Bright Blue exterior and white 
bumblebee stripe were repainted some 
16 years ago) from qualifying in our 
"Reference" category. 

While the Dart wears the correct size 
E70-14 skins, Don went with 1970 
Chrysler Rallyes with non-stock trim 
rings and modified centers. There was 
no trick wheel option for the GTS. What 
you got in the way of dress-up was the 
full size deluxe wheelcover The rear 
deck stripe was a delete option, so 
Don's car is pretty basic. About the only 

option on the car is a dealer-installed 
AM radio. 

setup, are lubricated by the axle oil. The 
only seals are the outer seals, and no 
adjustment is required. The annoying 
part of this setup is that the axle cover 
must be removed and the thrust block 
dropped before the C-clips can be 
released for axle removal. 

Don admits that the radio got little 
use. He preferred to listen to the music 
of Chevys getting their doors blown off 
their hinges and their headlights sucked 
out of their sockets. * 

BEARING UP 

(Continued from page 52) 

Replacement of these bearings is 
simplicity itself (see photos). The only 
preventive maintainence is frequent ax
le lube changes. 

handled by a thrust block, but outboard 
thrust is taken care of by C-clips which 
bear on the inside of the differential side 
gears. The bearings, unlike the 8-3/4" 

If you find that, during inspection or a 
bearing change, your axles themselves 
are worn in the contact area, the Green 
Co. has a fix for this as well. Their repair 
package bearing is a bearing and seal 
combo which moves the bearing itself 

ALL KIT PRICES PRE-1985 MODELS 

MAJOR REBUILD KIT 
Includes: Sterling Pistons w/ Pins, 
Hastings Rings, CL77 Rod & Main 
Bearings, Michigan Camshaft, Elgin 
Lifters, Melling Oil Pump & T1111ing 

Chain Sel & McCord Gaskets. 

CHRYS318·360 •...•......• $291,50 
CHRYS 340 ..•..•.•. , ....... 376.50 
CHRYS383-440 ............. 418.50 

@,n~f!• 
Rattler Vibration Control 

870012 A Eng,ne W.mal Balar<e<l , , , $359,50 
870009 B Eog!ne Internal Balanced ...• 357.50 

!L=~m1 ~ 
~1.,.,.-~ 

Valve Body Performance 
Improver Kit 

904 & 727Transmission .. ,. . . $21.95 

BLOCK KIT 

Includes: Sterling Pistons wl Pins, 
HaS1ings Rings, CL77 Rod & Main 
Bearings and McCord Gaskets. 

CHRYS 318-360 ...•.•..••.. $164.50 
CHAY$ 340 ................ 238.50 
CHRYS 383-440 ............. 312.50 

~~opor 
(JM PERFORMANCE 

OEM Engine Enamel 
4120751 RaceHemlOr-... .. .•• S4.95 
4349216 Slreet He01i Orange • . . . 4.95 
4120753 "A:19831.!'Blaci<. ...... 4.95 
4120752 RIRB 1962-71 Tt.1"4,JOise ..... 4.95 
4349218 ••• M~ 1960's up Red ...... <.95 
4349217 PrOdoction Eng:nes 1972~ Blue 4.95 

~~ 
,s"~ ratnopor 
~ PERFORMANCE 
88 Windage Tray • .. • • • .. . . .. • .. . 527.95 

."1~ SBWindageTray.,.. .341)0 l~ I~-------< 
•• ,d,ff, CRANE 

,,.,{,V,"" •• ,.,1, ams· v lhe Throttle Response "1'l~~ 
and Power Advantage of- ,,. Your Engine With Crane 

Performer RPM Manifolds =:: ~~~~;s;.:foL~i,~;~. ~:~ 
99006-1 5<.!ie< Lube l.kµd U.,, AM.,.. .•. 9 95 

BASIC REBUILD KIT 

Includes: CL77 Rod & Main Bearings, 
Hastings Rings. Melling Oil Pump and 

McCord Gaskels. 

CHRYS 318-360 ............ S111.50 
CHRYS 340 ................ 111.50 
CHRYS 383-440 ............. 143.50 

'P ~l Ni~ 
45640 AE,,gine2.02'11ake ..... SI025ea 
45645 A Eng:ne 1.60 EkhauSI.. . . 11.25 ea 
45650 B.IRB Engine 2 08 lnlake. • •• 1025 ea 
45655 8/1lB E.-,g,ne 1.74 EJlhaUSI . .. 10.50 e, 

A.~f. .. ., * i':fff11Sco '11teei'i!! 
Cam Change Gaskets with Purchase 
of Crane or Comp Cam Cam and 

Lifter SelS 

(}14, '7~ ,,-:
$~ebuilding Ace~ 
Oi$11ibu!orl();J Pump Ori'/t Shaft BB.. . .. $21 95 
Dls1rl>uoo<IOilPump0rnoShahSB ••••••. 19.95 
Oi Pump P<k,up Scteen88 ...• Slartiog 1113.95 
Oil Pump Pick-up Screen SB ...• Starting at 13.95 
Bronzs Tower Shalt Bustwlg . • .. .. . .. 1 95 
&eel Freeze~ ................... 2.95 7176 31S-J60 Eng:ne .. • . .. .. .. . • S206.95 

~ 41H40 Eng,,e.. .. .. .. . •..• 176.95 --------~_&_ass_F_ree_zt~Pki9s•.:::..:..:..:.. ~8~ 

Columbus Performance Products 
5030 Hwy 182 E. • Columbus, MS 39702 • (601) 329-1990 • FAX (601) 328-4454 

<1>1> C!CI~ 
:() ~ 7AM TO 5PM CST MoN.-FRi. &iii ILIP.§1 

NOT LEGAL FOR SALE OR USE ON POLLUTION CONTROLLED MOTOR VEHICLES 
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