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Rare, factory 
option440 
makes this 
'69A-body 
Dodge a 
heavy 
breather. 
By Nick Brunt 
Photos by: Bill Erdman 

I 
twas just plain awesome, 
but at the same time a 
logical application of a 
basic rodding principle: 

take a big engine and stuff it 
into a light body. And stuff 
they did. Chrysler took their 
big block 440 motor and 
packed every one of its 375 
horses into its little A-body 
Dart and Barracuda to pro
duce one of the more mean 
and nasty street machines 
(426 Hemi Darts and 
Barracudas 
were 

strictly 
race pieces 
never intended for 
the street) to prowl the 
tarmac and drag strips. 

The year was 1968, and 
Chrysler had yet to stuff its 
first Dart. Grand Spaulding 
Dodge, one off the more 
progressive minded of the 
performance oriented deal
erships, under the direction 
of Norm Kraus and his head 
wrench, Rich Mouldry, took 
a 383 Dart and converted it 
to 440 power. They were 
happy with the result and 
showed their handiwork to 
Chrysler. The factory was fa
vorably impressed and con
tracted the Hurst Co. to stuff 
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DART 
THROB 
the A-bodies for them. 

Mopar Maven, Al Kirs
chenbaum, was working for 
Ebbets Field Dodge (Brook
lyn, NY) at the time, and he 
was sent over to Grand 
Spaulding Dodge to check 
out their deal and emulate 
what they were doing in 
sales, service and parts. He 
took a good look at what 
was going on and was able 
to fill us in on a lot of the 
details about the 440 Dart 
program. 

Chrysler initially con
tracted Hurst to knock out 
50 1968 440 Darts, almost 
all of which went to Grand 
Spaulding which sold them, 
as conversions, to cus
tomers. Others were given 
or sold for a dollar, to Chry
sler racers such as Dick 
Landy and Charlie Allen. In 
addition, Grand Spaulding 
did some of their own 440 
conversions, the exact num-
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ber of these is uncertain. It 
may have been as few as six 
or as many as 12. All the 
cars were automatic, and in 
spite of rumors of some 4-
speed cars with Dana rears 
having been built, Kirsch 
can't recall ever seeing one, 
and neither can we. 

Hurst came up with a trick 
deal for their conversions. 
They constructed a motor 
mount especially for these 
A-body cars and attached it 
in a unique way. The two 
bosses at front of engine 
block, just above oil pump, 

were drilled out and tapped 
to accept a new mount. 

The 440 program got even 
more ambitious for 1969, 
with Hurst getting the order 
to convert 500 more GTS 
into big block versions. As 
before, 383 Dart GTSs built 
on Chrysler's Hamtramck 
line were towed over to 
Hurst minus engine and 
tranny. A Y39, later changed 
to A13 was added to the 
fender tag-both of which 
designated the special con
version 440 V8. The engine 
option also was reflected in 

the 5th digit of the VIN tag. 
The 383 cars had an H as 
the 5th digit, but all the 440 
conversions had a VIN tag 
that began LS23M ... The M 
meaning Special Order V8. 
Chrysler made Hurst tow 
the line when it came to 
matching the special num
bers everywhere they were 
supposed to match on the 
cars. 

Hurst never dropped any 
6-Pack 440s into the Darts 
when the engine became 
available in mid '69. But that 
didn't stop the merry men at 
Grand Spaulding from build
ing their own GSS Darts 
with the 3-deuce setup. We 
don't recall what air cleaner 
they used, as the factory 
oval deal wouldn't have 
cleared the hood. 

You could order a 440 
GTS Dart with anything that 
was available on a 383 GTS, 
with certain exceptions. 
Most notable was the no 
choice of transmission. You 
got the TorqueFlite, period. 
And you had to order the 
console to get the manda
tory floor shift. Power 

brakes, disc brakes, power 
steering and air condition
ing were not available. 
There were enough clear
ance problems in the small 
A-body engine bay without 
making matters worse. 

The '69 440 mill shoe
horned into the Dart was the 
standard big block making 
375 ponies at 4500 rpm and 
480 lbs/ft of torque at 3200 
rpm. Internals were plenty 
beefy with forged crank and 
rods, 1 0-to-1 cast aluminum 
pistons, "906" heads, 2.08" 
intake valves, 1.74" exhaust 
and a 580 CFM Carter AVS 
4-barrel. 

The other visual clue to 
the true nature of the beast 
were the "440" emblems in 
th~ chrome slots of the 
phony fresh air intakes on 
the hood. 

Electrics relied on a 
single-breaker point distrib
utor. There was one weak 
point in the boiler room, 
however, and that was the 
exhaust manifolds
especially the one on the 
driver's side where the 
steering column presented 
a real clearance problem. 
The 383 Darts had specific 
exhaust manifolds, and the 
passenger side of the 440 
conversion used the No. 
2863900 manifold that was 
fitted to the 383 A-body. The 
left side was a special deal 
bearing casting number 
3462017, and it was very re
strictive, necking down as it 
did. Downstream, the ex
haust system used dual low 
restriction mufflers and 
chrome extension tips. No 
H-pipe (crossover) was 
used. 

The 440 A-body package 
was more than just an en
gine swap. Driveline parts 
and chassis components 
also were beefed to handle 
the added punch. Chassis 
were modified by boxing the 
forward end of the spring 
hangers. The same mods 
were done to ragtop models, 
all 340s and '68 Hemi cars. 
The reinforced area hung 
down to a noticable extent 
and was evident to the 
trained eye when viewing 
the car's profile. 

The suspension was iden
tical to 383 A-bodies-6-leaf 
springs, one-inch shocks, 
Continued on page 71 

1968 Grand Spaulding 
GSS 440 Dart 

This is one of about 50 Grand Spaulding Dodge conversion GSS Darts 
(it's unclear whether GSS stood for Grand Spaulding "Sport" or "Spe
cial"). Current owner is James Erwin. Special decal (now being re
pro'd) and trunk-mounted battery (installation here not quite correct) 
was part of the deal. Car a/so has bumblebee stripe, which was a 
delete option. 
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~ New Old Stock 
j Chrysler Corp. Parts . 
Brad's NOS 
PARTS 

NOS Chrysler parts: mostly 1950's-80, 
all cars and pick-ups, thousands of trim 
and mechanical parts, send $5 for our 
latest catalog sorted by part number 
with description and application. 

The original new car line-ups intro
duction/ advertising kits have been pro
fessionally transferred to VCR tape. This 
kit, designed to introduce the new 
features and options, includes close
ups of interiors, trunks and engine 
compartments. Approx. 50 minute, in 
color VHS tapes. Send $28 per tape, 
currently available: 
1. 1968 Chrysler-Plymouth line-up, all 
models 
2. 1969 Dodge line-up, all models 
3. 1971 Dodge line-up, all models 

Brad Edwards 
1146 Melrose Drive 

: Rock Hill, SC 29732 
-· 803-366-1096- l 0 

We've got YOU covered 
even BETTER with ... 

LOWER 
PRICES 

~ • • 
Let us help YOU 
affordably restore 
Chrysler Products· 
Interior to O,E,M, 
Specifiations. We carry 
reproduction seat 
upholstery for your 
1962-1976 Muscle or 
Special Interest 
Chrysler Product, 
VISA & MasterCard 
accepted, 

When 
authenticity counts 
Call for 
catalogue & Information 

315-331-4444 

,.··~ 
AUTO INTERIORS LTD. 

121 West Shore Blvd,, Newark, N.Y 14513 
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seat, 55° and 65° lower angles, followed 
by careful hand blending. Set tip heights 
by measuring before machining, or a 
straightedge on the exhaust valve tips. 

Engineering also mentioned that an 
even better junkyard small block head is 
the '89-'92 360 truck piece, casting num
ber 308. These have similar chamber vol
ume to the early 894 and 915 heads, but 
have vastly superior exhaust port design 
and flow, along with, of course, induction 
hardened exhaust seats. Machine the in
takes to accept 2.02" valves and you 
have a superior 340 head. The MP part 
number for these heads is P4529269. 
From what we've seen, you may disre
gard the catalog statement of "high-swirl 
intake port", it's really a copy of the 
same old 340-360 intake port, with only 
a slightly different bump at the pushrod 
hole (required because of the larger push
rod hole needed to accommodate the 
more-severe pµshrod angle on the new 
roller-lifter motors). For street use, there's 
no flow difference in this revised bump 
(up to approx. 400 HP), This head is also 
sold with the TIA offset pushrod holes, 
and 2.02" intakes, right out of the box. 
Just ask the man for P4529493. 

QUARTER CHARGER 

I have a '69 Charger R/T with a 440 
six-pack. The engine has been bored 
.030" oversize, and has a MP .474" lift 
Purple-shaft cam, electronic ignition, 
and other MP parts. The car is a 4-
speed, with a Dana 60 rear and 3.54 
gears. 

My question: would the car be quicker 
(1/4-mile) with an automatic, because of 
the slow operation of the outboard 
carbs? I have a new Hurst Competition
Plus shifter and new linkage. I have also 
tried different diaphragms in the carbs. I 
have also installed a new clutch 
pressure-plate and rei'ease bearing. 

I can't seem to shift fast enough for 
smooth operation, even though I con
sider myself a very good shifter. I've 
even tried shorter shift levers for a 
quicker throw, Any comments or info 
would be helpful and appreciated.-T.J. 
Reome, Rochester, NY 

T.J: 
You'd probably have a more consistent 

car with an automatic, but I doubt you'd 
lower your ETs any, if at all. Road tests 
back in '69 and '70 always reported bet
ter times for 4-gear manual cars, 

I don't think you should complain 
about the "slow opening" of the end 
carbs, After all, they're just doing what 
they were designed to do, namely, pre
vent bogging by opening progressively to 
admit only as much air as the engine de
mands at a particular load. If you would 
like to experiment, though, with a faster
opening configuration, go ahead, The 
way to do this, though, isn't by changing 
the diaphragm, it's by changing the 

springs, A kit of them is available as MP 
P4349320. The stock springs are proba
bly A-OK for automatics. If you are able 
to launch your 4-speed car really hard 
(slicks) you could conceivably find a gain 
here. 

As far as the hard or slow shifting, 
there are several things to look at. The 
first, and most obvious, is to be sure that 
the clutch is fully releasing, i.e., under 
race conditions (engine torqued over in 
the mounts) is there enough travel of the 
clutch fork? Is the torque shaft intact 
(even if it is, consider reinforcing it.) Is 
the firewall, pedal, or bracketry deflecting 
under load? 

Assuming that you have the stock-type 
'69 clutch setup with the 11-inch clutch, 
I'd seriously consider going to a 10.5" 
setup. While, at first glance, this may 
sound a bit silly, here's my reasoning: 
When you attempt a high-rev shift, what 
the synchronizers are trying to do is to 
almost instantly slow down the transmis
sion's main drive pinion (input shaft) 
down to the correct RPM for the gear 
you're about to shift into. What's con
nected to this pinion? Right, the clutch 
disc! Think, now, of how much less fly
wheel effect a 10.5" disc has than an 11-
incher. It substantially reduces the 
synchronizer loads. For a while, back in 
the '60s, I raced a Valiant with a 
swapped-in 340. I used a 273 clutch 
setup, in a 9.25" size, and it was the 
easiest-shifting 4-gear Mopar ever! 

Other things to look at are: the condi
tion of the synchronizers themselves, the 
freeness of the clutch disc to float on the 
aforementioned input pinion's splines, 
and the shifter adjustment. If you are 
really serious about drag racing, the ulti
mate fix is to convert the transmission 
into an unsynchronized crash box by de
leting the synchro 's stop rings and grind
ing away most of the engagement teeth. 
In Chrysler parlance, this is known as 
slick-shifting a gearbox. 

Don't even think about driving on the 
street this way, though! 

RAUNCHY 'RUNNER 
Rick, I want to compliment you on 

your fine magazine, I especially enjoy 
the tech articles and Tech-Topics 
column. 

I would like your opinion on Rhoads 
lifters, I have a 1969 Road Runner with a 
440 engine that has a large (about .498" 
lift) hydraulic cam. I know nothing else 
about the cam, as it was in the engine 
when I got it, I advanced the cam 4°, 
which helped some, but I'd still like to 
have a smoother idle and more low-end 
torque, without losing the top-end rush 
of power. Will the Rhoads do the job for 
me?-Steven L. Mciver, Poplar Bluff, 
MO 

Steve: 
Do they work? Most certainly In fact, 

I've had a set in my '78 Monaco 440 cop 
car for almost 10 years. Are they a cure
all? Not even close. 

Here's the way I'd recommend de
ciding if they're right for you: If the car is 
livable now, go with the Rhoads, they'll 
make you smile. (Be sure you have a 
good stereo, they're as noisy as misad
justed solids.) If the car is a real pain 
now, swap the cam to something more 
suitable, The Rhoads won't make 
enough of a difference to warrant their 
installation. 

Incidentally, the effect the Rhoads will 
have is somewhat dependent on the oil 
temperature and viscosity Hot, light
weight oil, such as 10W-30, will increase 
their effectiveness (and noise!) Cool SAE 
40 will substantially diminish their effec
tiveness (and quiet 'em down). 

I've also used Crane's version of this 
setup. My verdict on them is that they're 
slightly less effective than the Rhoads, 
but a whole bunch quieter. 

CASTING FORGERY 
Rick, I just inherited a '73 440 engine. 

I think it came out of a wagon. I read 
that '74 was the first year that 440s had 
cast cranks. Is this true, and does this 
mean that my motor has a forged 
crank?-Jeffrey Diamond, Uniondale, 
NY 

Jeff: 
This is another interesting and some

what confusing topic. Actually, 1973 was 
the phase-in year for cast cranks, but 
then only on standard-performance 440s 
(such as yours). Judging by that last 
statement, you'd naturally conclude that 
all 1974 standard-pert 440s would be 
cast crank mills. Wrong! For '74, all hi
pert mills continued to be forged, while 
some standard mms were also forged. 

Cast crank motors all came with 
unique vibration dampeners, specifically 
labelled for their intended 440-cast crank 
application. Most cast-crank 440s of this 
period also received a letter "E" on the 
engine I, 0. pad, and none came with a 
pilot-bushing, as a// 4-speed 440s were 
forged-crank engines. * 

Dart Throb 
Continued from page 21 

front swaybar but no rear bar, 
slow-ratio manual steering standard. 
The optional fast-ratio was available but 
not commonly fitted, 

A stronger 727 TorqueFlite than the 
one used with the 383 was fitted with 4-
pinion planetary carriers-the same 
setup used in 440 8-body T-Flites. The 
11-3/4 in. converter was the same unit 
used in 8- and C-bodies. Rear ends 
used the "489" case with 3.55 cogs as 
standard and 3.91 s optional. 

JOIN THE 
FASTEST GROWING 
MOPAR CLUB ON 
THE EAST COAST! 
* Over 500 members 
* Started first "Mo pars at 

Englishtown" in June, 1985 
* Sponsors 12 annual Mopar 

only shows 

For only $25.00 (renewals are 
only $ I 5.00 after first year) 
receive: 

* 6 Newsletters 
*Choice of T-shirt 
* Free ad space 
* Club event updates 
*And more! 
NORTHEAST MIGHTY MOPAR CLUB 
19 TREASURE ISLAND ROAD 
PLAINVILLE, MA 02762 

(508) 695-1583 

FOUR PISTON 
DISC BRAKE 

CALIPERS 
Yes. Genuine has the hard to find 4 piston 
CHRYSLER calipers, Choose from our complete 
stock, or have your unit restored to better 
than new specs. CATALOG - $2.00 

• Stainless steel sleeved piston bores 
diamond honed to microbore finish. 

• New 0.£. rubber seals and dust boots. 
• Stainless steel bleeder screws, and internal 

piston springs. 
• OEM castings finished in flat black epoxy paint 
• Front hose outlets resurfaced with two new 

copper washers. 
• New O.E. housing bolts with mounting 

threads cleaned and chased. 
• Includes O.E. quality pads. 
• Each caliper is computer pressure 

decay tested. 

(516) 567-8108 • (800) 541-8347 
341 Knickerbocker Ave., Bohemia, NY 11716 

~~ C,O,D, 
~~ UPS 

• Single Piston Calipers 
• Pads • Master/Wheel 
Cylinders • Power Boosters 
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NORTHWEST 
PERFORMANCE 
Specializing in 
Mopar Performance Parts 
New and used parts for cars from 64 

through 72. Decals, stripes, 
upholstery, sheet metal, A, B & E 

body 340, 440, Hemi, Six Pack parts 

Mopar Performance 
Resto Accessories 

BUY SELL TRADE 
Specials: 
* Complete Six Pack set-up 

-Big Block ...... . 
-Small Block. 

* Six Pack parts assortment 

. ... $1300 

.... $1050 
. . . . inquire 

* MP chrome valve covers .. $69 
* MP cast aluminum valve 

covers . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . .... $75 
* Lightweight V-8 starter ...... $119 
* Electronic Ignition Kits . . . . . . . . . . ... $137 
* MP cam and filters . . . . . . . . .. $136 up 
* Trunk Pedestal Spoilers ............. $150 
* New repro quarter panels . . ... inquire * Jacobs Coils .................... inquire 
* McLeod & Webber clutch components 

Cash only on C.O. D. 

BENSNOBAR 
12636 Waddell Creek Road 
Olympia, WA 98502 
(206) 943-6633 9:00 AM-6:00 PM PST 

-oodge 
Plymouth 
Chrysler j 

s oll'-= 
"• 0 • • Large and ever 

growing inventory of 
N.O.S. 50s, 60s, and 70s parts 

and accessories to help you restore 
your Chrysler product: 

GAUGES 
WEATHERSTRIPS 
MOULDINGS 
ORNAMENTS 
LENSES 
·BEZELS 
GRILLES 
SWITCHES 
ETC. 

* Large selection ol N .O.S. sheet metal 
* Reconditioned rust-free West Coast sheet metal 

-Fenders, quarters, hoods, deck lids, etc. 
primed and ready to install 

WANTED: N.O.S. PARTS FROM ONE PIECE 
TO VIRGIN INVENTORIES 
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Call N.O.S. Only ..• (203) 274°2997 24 hours; 
leave message; calls promptly returned 

on all Items In stock. 
Send SASE with part numbers to: 

N.O.S.ONLY 
P.O. BOX 1484 

WATERBURY, CT 06721 

Sales of the initial run of 500 '69s was 
so strong that Chrysler went back and 
gave Hurst an order for an additional 
100 conversions. Grand Spaulding re
ceived the lion's share of cars, but other 
dealers, notably Saddleback Dodge, 
Reedman, Rockville Centre Dodge and 
Banning Dodge got slices of the 440 
Dart pie. 

Performance of the package was not 
as spectacular as you might imagine. In 
stock trim the 440 Darts would cut 
quarter-mile times of about 14 seconds 
flat at a bit over 100 mph. Zero-to-60 
mph times were mid-to-high fives. So 
the cars (stock) were beatable on the 
street, but only by the really hot stuff like 
396/375 solid lifter Chebelles and 428 
Cobra Jet Mustwangs. Aside from the 
restrictive exhaust manifolds, the Darts 
were hampered by rather skimpy 
wheelwells-it was tough to get a big 
tire in there. A 7-inch cheater slick was 
the max you could go, and it was hard to 
get the car to hook. Traction bars 
weren't necessary, a pinion snubber 
was all that was needed. 

Headers obviously made a big differ
ence, but only one company-JR
made fenderwell headers that would fit. 
But turning the wheel all the way under 
certain conditions caused the tire to 
contact the pipes, and cutting the inner 
fenders weakened the unibody structure 
slightly in that area. 

In race trim, the car was good for 
12.70 at 107 mph in D/Stock. Landy 
also campaigned a car in Super Stock 
F-class. Car Craft was able to rip off a 
string of 12.90s in a 440 Dart treated to 
Mr. Norm's super dyno tuning. This 
amounted to little more than dialing in a 
fast curve in the distributor, rejetting the 
carb and resetting the floats in the carb. 
The 9.00-15 Goodyear slicks didn't hurt 
either. 

The 57/43 weight distribution that hurt 
the Dart off the line also made it a poor 
handler. The E70-14 skins were inade
quate and once the car got out of shape 
it was a handful. Kirschenbaum found 

Dart was bought new by Don's family, 
and Don got it when he went to 
college. The 440 has been a driver all 
these years, and Don has replaced 
parts under the hood as required with 
updated components, and has added 
an aftermarket radio. All '69 440 Darts 
were automatic-only. 

Hurst constructed this special motor 
mount for the 440 which attached to 
the engine at two bosses that were 
drilled and tapped at the front of the 
block. 

this out first-hand when he blew a rear 
tire and the car swung like a pendulum. 
The clock stopped when the big K 
stuffed the whole shebang into a guard
rail. He was able to pull out the crushed 
fender and continue on his way. While 
the 440 A-bodies were lighter than their 
440 B-body siblings, at 3600 pounds 
they were far from being "lightweights." 
The combo was at least a couple hun
dred pounds above a 340 powered Dart. 

Finding wide wheels was a problem 
as the Darts used the small (4-inch) bolt 
pattern as opposed to the larger 4-1 /2-
inch bolt circle, and this limited the 
choice of rollers that were available at 
the time. It also put a lot of stress on the 
smaller 7/16" studs. 

Because of their rarity, 440 Darts (and 
their Barracuda brothers) are crowd 
pleasers today at car shows. The one 
we feature here belongs to Florida resi
dent, Don Lewis. Don's family bought 
the Dart new and gave it to him when 
Don went to college. Of course, Don 
street raced and did all the things a kid 
that age would do with a car like this. 
Don had the foresight not to molest the 
sheetmetal or interior. Rather, he used 
the car as a driver, replacing parts as 
they wore out with updated items. So 
while the engine compartment serves as 
an excellent example of the breed, little 
things, such as in incorrect coil and 
other minor details prevents this 71,000-
mile, unrestored original car (the 85 
Bright Blue exterior and white bumble
bee stripe were repainted some 16 
years ago) from qualifying in our "Refer
ence" category. 

While the Dart wears the correct size 
E70-14 skins, Don went with 1970 Chry
sler Rallyes with non-stock trim rings 

and modified centers. There was no 
trick wheel option for the GTS. What you 
got in the way of dress-up was the full 
size deluxe wheelcover. The rear deck 
~tripe was a _delete option, so Don's car 
1s pretty basic. About the only option on 
the car is a dealer-installed AM radio. 

Don admits that the radio got little 
use. He preferred to listen to the music 
of Chevys getting their doors blown off 
their hinges and their headlights sucked 
out of their sockets. * 

From Gear To Eternity 
Continued from page 49 

sines. His beautifully restored digger 
was the first to break the magic 200 
mph barrier . 

The list goes on and on. And along 
with Top Fuelers and Funny Cars are en
gine displays, '60s muscle cars and 
neat nostalgia items from drag racing's 
go~den past. If you're into drag racing, 
or Just want a taste of what it's all about, 
the museum is a must-see. 

And for Big Daddy, whose list of Firsts 
is unparalleled in the sport, the museum 
has to rate as a big winner. 

For more information on the Museum 
of Drag Racing, contact them at 13700 
S.W. 16th Ave., Ocala, FL 32676. (904) 
245-8661. * 

Craig Breedlove's beautiful, stream
lined Top Fuel dragster used a 494 cu. 
in. Hemi. It was designed to crack 
the FIA Kilometer records, but was 
deemed unsuccessful after a couple 
of runs. 

Resto Topics 
Continued from page 16 

WARNER WONDERING 

Richard, you really caught my atten
tion in the Feb., 1992 Tech Topics with 
the statement: " ... The '63s did have the 
B-W T-10 as an option. It was a one-year 
deal ... " Please expand: 

(1) Was it available in all body types: 
A,B,C? 

(2) Available as both floor-tunnel and 
console mounted? 

(3) Available behind all engines: Slant 

DART 

AUTOMOTIVE 

REFURBISHING 

TECHNICAL 

SERVICES 
For 196 7-1972 
Dart, Demon, 
Swinger GT/GTS 
Enthusiasts! 

• Quarterly Newsletter 
featuring free ads 

• Swap Meets and Car Shows 
•$10.00 annual membership 

subscription 

Quality T-shirts and sweatshirts 
available 
• 1969 GTS/Swinger 
• 1970 Swinger 340 
•1971 Demon 340 

D.A.R.T.S. 
P.O. Box9 
Wethersfield, CT 06129-0009 
(203) 296-9008 
8-10 PM EST 

OVALMOPARS 
"IT'S TIME TO GET SERIOUS" 

CHRYSLER'S KIT CAR 
IS BACK! 

BUILT FROM THE 
ORIGINAL JIG! 

• TORSION BARS• 

Sparks's Bros. 
Performance 

145 Meacham Ave. 
Elmont, NY 11003 
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