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This Dart has had only 
four owners. Originally 
purchased by Jack 
Thomas in Chicago, 
the Dart ran mainly in 
UDRA, and Jack was 
pretty successful. The 
second owner, in Iowa, 
raced the car for about 
a year, and then sold it 
to a racer in Maryland 
where it ran in Super 
Stock for a number 
of years. Dick Towers 
purchased the car in 
the late '80s, and still 
owns it. 

Buddy Martin autographed the special Sox & 
Martin commemorative posters to benefit cancer 
research. 

An amazing 
gathering of 1968 
Hemi Dart and 
Barracuda racecars 
in a town nobody 
ever heard of. 

By Al Dente 
Photos by TheBruntBros 

T 
he tour bus doesn't stop in Elkton, 
anymore. In fact, the tour bus never 
ever stopped in Elkton, MN. What 
with a population of 149, six dogs 

and a parakeet, and a local burger joint as 
the main attraction, any tour bus company 
offering day trips to Elkton would quickly go 
out of business. 

But Elkton does have one thing going 
for it. Once a year, for the past eight years, 
one of Elkton's residents, Fred Engelhart by 
name, puts on a car show. It didn't start out 
as a car show, though. Fred buys and sells 
cars. Cool cars. Rare cars. His specialty is 
Super Stockers from the late '60s, though he 
doesn't limit himself to that. Fred has built up 
a sizable and loyal clientele for his cars. He 
puts a fair markup on the cars he turns over, 
so his customers keep coming back. So Fred 
figured he'd show his appreciation by inviting 
his customers over to Elkton, for a free feed 
and complimentary hotel rooms. 

Fred doesn't advertise his car show. There 
is no drag racing, no chicken wing-eating 
contests and no women's knitting circle. 
There is no formal program or schedule. But 
that doesn't stop scores of Mo'fans from 
trailering their rides into Elkton, for what 
has become a unique event in a world of 
cookie-cutter Mo'shows. "Mr. Engelhart's 
Neighborhood" has taken on a life of its own. 
The first year saw 75 cars overwhelm the 
2-block-long Main St. This year, the number 
had tsunami'd to 526. 

While the show isn't limited to Super 
Stockers (guests can bring anything they 
want, including their cat), the strip warriors 
always have been the core attraction. Last 
year, 13 'stockers showed up, and this year, 
Fred expected about 20 to make the trek 
to Elkton. But that was before Super Stock 
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I HOLIDAY FOR SUPER STOCKS I 

This is an old Wayne County Speed Shop car, which they ran in Super Stock and then in Modified Production. This Hemi Dart has 
lots of tricks. If you look real close, you can see that the nose is drooped down, and the wheelbase is slightly altered. There's lots 
of hidden weight in this ride, including some in a little compartment above the gas tank. Eddie Wheeldon has owned and raced this 
car from 1978 to the mid '80s, in both stick and auto configurations. Then, Fast Eddie broke the engine, and parked it. Eddie put the 
engine back together the night before Enge/hart's event, from parts he had "laying around." The car's previous owners include Joe 

Holmes, Bud Gross and Ken Lupi. 

Linda Vaughn made a rare guest appear
ance sans her "Hurst Golden Shifter." Gee, 
it seems everybody is getting older
except us (wonder how that works?) 

fanatics like Dick Towers, Jim Kramer and 
Mike Janaky spread the word. They asked 
Fred if he would mind having a '68 Super 
Stock reunion. "Why not? Sure beats a rac
ers' cats reunion," He replied. 

So, one bright, hot summer day in late 
July, residents of Elkton woke up, rubbed 
their eyes and witnessed, packed tight as 
sardines on their beloved Main St., no less 
than 40 1968 Super Stockers, including eight 
original Sox & Martin cars. And, there was 
more-about a dozen racers from the golden 
age of Super Stockers milling about-Dick 
Landy, Judy Lilly, Don Grotheer, Larry Griffith, 
Jim Wick, Gary Ostrich, Arlen Vanke, and 
Dick Oldfield-to name a few. Even Linda 
Vaughn showed up-just to add having seen 
Elkton to her long list of accomplishments. 
Elkton residents rubbed their eyes again
and went back to sleep. 

But no one on Main Street was sleeping. 
There were reunions between racers and 
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This 'Cuda is one car that changed hands over the weekend. The 'Cuda originally was 
raced by Robert Nance-a black racer out of Georgia, who had the car lettered as "Mr. 
Plymouth." It was a tough deal for Nance who had to deal with "race" on two levels. But 
he was well respected among his fellow competitors, and did enjoy a full sponsorship. 
Larry Rife also owned this car as did Fred Engle/hart. 

One of Eddie Smith's old cars, "West Virginia Hemi," this '68 Barracuda originally was 
bought by Bob Porter, in Ohio, where it was called "Porter's Pride." Porter also owned 
a '64 or '65 car that was beat up in a tornado that destroyed his house and garage. The 
'68 survived virtually unscathed. Porter obviously needed money, so he sold the 'Cuda 
to Eddie Smith, who painted it red and black, and raced it extensively. The car was then 
bought and raced by Richard Beshore, who turned it into the show car you see here. 
This 'Cuda won the Hemi Shootout at Indy a couple of years ago. 
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In Stock! SIX PACK PACKAGES - OEM In Stock! 
Everything You Need: All air cleaner lid decals*, lower fuel lines*, intake manifold attaching bolt set, choke and throttle cable 
bracket attaching bolls~ carb to manifold attaching bolts~ metal valley pan and/or intake gasket set, throttle cable and clamp, carb linkage 
and clips, throttle return spring and bracket, coil mounting bracket and coil retaining strap, throttle cable bracket, nuts, bolls, washers, air 
cleaner assembly (non-fresh air, steel base and lid, original orange round hole filter, carb air horn gaskets, air cleaner studs and wing nuts), 
3-2 barrel Holley carbs, choke, carb fuel lines, carb to manifold gaskets, and aluminum MoPar Edelbrock intake manifold. 

*Denotes Reproduction Part 

"A" Engines 
(318, 340, 360) 

$1,895~ 

"B" Engines 
(361, 383, 400) 

$2,055 ~ 

"RB" Engines 
(413, 426 Wedge, 440) 

1969-1970 $2,395 ~ 

"RB" Engines 
(413, 426 Wedge, 440) 

1971 $2,595 ~ 

In stock! SIX PACK COMPONENTS In Stocki In Stock! In Stock! 

Six Pack Carburetors, OEM 
340-6 Outboard $344.95 
340-6 Center $489.95 
440-6 Outboard $474.95 
440-6 Center $545.95 

Six Pack Air Cleaner Assy Kits 
Non-Cold Air $299.95 
Cold Air $329.95 

Six Pack Intake Manifolds CRATE ENGINES BLOCKS/HEADS 
340 Bare Block $1,995.95 
340 Siamese Block $2,495.95 
426 Hemi Cast Iron 

"A" Engine $265.95 
"B" Engine $359.95 
"RB" Engine $398.95 

Six Pack Installation Kits 
"A" Engine $189.95 
"B/RB" Engine $249.95 

360 Magnum, 390HP$5,295.95 
410 6 Pack, 465HP $call 
426 Hemi, 465HP $13,495.95 
472 Hemi, 525HP $14,495.95 
528 Hemi, 610HP $15,495.95 

Bare Blocks from $2,495.95 
426 Hemi Cast Iron 

HeadAssy $1,145.95 

$59.95 
$87.95 

$159.95 

$134.95 
$199.95 

$74.95 
$24.95 

$109.95 

$89.95 
$59.95 

$194.95 
$46.95 
$26.95 
$38.95 
$58.95 

$139.95 

VALVE COVER SETS (pair) 
Chrome 

Small Block 
Big Block 

Black Wrinkle Cast Aluminum 
Small Block 
Big Block 

MISCELLANEOUS 

$149.95 
$149.95 

$99.95 
$109.95 

Timing Chain & Spocket Sets from $59.95 
Camshaft, Resto, Purple Shaft 

Hemi, Big & Small Blocks from $174.95 
727 Deep Trans Pan $55.95 
Air Cleaner, OEM Chrome $139.95 
Air Cleaner Nameplate $39.95 

(Pie Tins, 21 Styles) 
MoPar Hoses 
MoParBelts 
Rocker Sill Plate 
71-74 8-Body 
70-74 E-Body 

Windshield Washer Reservoirs 

from $16.95 
from $12.95 

$73.95 
$72.95 

for A, B, C, & E-Bodles from $35.95 
Windshield Washer Pump $41.95 
Battery Cables from $19.95 
Fuel Sending Units from $89.95 

SUSPENSION + CHASSIS 
XHD OEM Leaf Springs (pair) 

E-Body $189.95 
8-Body $199.95 
A-Body $279.95 

Pinion Snubber, adjustable $57.95 
Torsion Bar Set (pair) from $134.95 
Frame Connector Set (pair) $119.95 

OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLES 
67-70 A-Body 
71-76 A-Body 
68-70 B-Body 
70-74 E-Body 

$99.95 
$74.95 
$99.95 
$82.95 

WHEEL PARTS (all 4.5" bolt pattern) 
Center Cap, Rallye Wheel 

70 Light Argent 
71 Dark Argent 

$49.95 
$59.95 
$44.95 
$54.95 

72-75 
Dome, Road Wheel 
Chrome Lug Nut 

1/2" Right Thread $4.95 
1/2" Left Thread $4.95 

Trim Ring, OEM, made from orig. tooling 
True 15x7, Chrome or Brushed $84.95 
14x6 brushed $103.95 

Mon-Fri 8-5 CST 
Sat 9-Noon CST 
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l I HOLIDAY FOR SUPER STOCKS I 

Super Stocks weren't the only cars to show up. This '70 Chrysler 300 Hurst was said to 
be the lowest (10,900 miles) known original mileage example of the breed. 

Kevin Moore brought his beautiful restored 440-6 4-speed Challenger convertible. 

Randy Bauer's '72 Pro Touring 'Cuda packed a supercharged 6. 1 L Hemi, and a slick 
carbon-fiber dash. 
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Dick Oldfield was reunited with his old 
Hemi Dart that he campaigned pretty 
intensely from 1968-'69. The car is now 
owned by Ray Drake, who bracket races it 
up in Minnesota. 

Fred Engelhart ran the show and told 
everybody how to find Elkton. Then he 
told them again. 

cars they drove but hadn't seen in decades. 
There were reunions between the racers 

. themselves. There were reunions between 
the media and the free food. This could have 
qualified as the Reunion Nationals, if there 
had been such a thing. 

But it was the cars that were the stars. 
These old Mopes have been elevated from 
mere "race car," to "highly collectible." While 
some owners are in it just for the investment 
potential, they are in the minority. Most in this 
specialized niche of the hobby are real car 
guys-.either racers, or racing enthusiasts. To 
them, they are the keepers (and preservers) 
of a special piece of automotive history. 

So what's a '68 Super Stocker worth 
today? According to Engelhart, condition is 
the most important factor in the equation. 
If the car is junk, it's junk-no matter who 
drove it. So figure what the price of scrap 
iron is as a starting point. The second factor 
is history. Who drove the car and what did 
it do? At the top of the list are Ronnie Sox 
and Dick Landy. Everyone else (in terms of 
a car's collector value) is an also-ran. Super 
Stocks recently have changed hands in 
the $400,000 range, and we know of one 
collector who refused a firm offer of 850 
grand. Fred Engelhart sold this particular car 
to the collector back in 2000 for $62,000. 
And, other than waxing it and taking it to a 
few shows, the guy as done nothing. He just 
thinks his 'stocker is a neat car to own. Hey 
man, they're all neat! * 

AUTHENTIC PERFORM.ANCE" m 

lie original and reinvents 
the Henli legend. 

• 5.7L Hemi MPI Crate• Engine* 
360 Horsepower, 360 ft-lbs of torque 

• 5.7L Hemi Carbureted Crate Engine* 
360 Horsepower, 360 ft-lbs ottorque 

• 426 Hemi Crate Engine* 
465 horsepower, 486 ft.Jbs of torque 

•472 Hemi Crcate Engine* 
525 hor41~power, 540ft-lbs of torque 


