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58 CORVETTE ENTHUSIAST 

subsequent correcting to design) and got 
permission from Chevy honcho Elliott M. 
"Pete" Estes to delay until the '68s came 
out. So the 1967 Corvette was a car that 
never should have been built, at least not 
as it is. 

The pictured Corvette is owned by 
collector Bill Sefton of Scottsdale, Arizona, 
and it is a factory 427/435hp car, complete 
with four-speed M-21 close-ratio gearbox 
and 3.70:1 Posi-traction rear differential. 
This is the seventh Corvette Sefton has 
owned over the years, but his first-ever 
"collectible" automobile. 

The numbers-matching machine was 
found in Ft. Myers, Florida, back in April 
of 1998 and it was in very good condition, 
save for a paint job that was less than 
satisfactory measured against Sefton's 
high standards. When you find a real 
435-hp car and among its factory options 
are transistor ignition system (K66); power 
windows (A31 ); cast aluminum wheels 
(N89); and off-road side exhausts (N 14), 
you know you've got a very desirable car 
that is worthy of a full restoration. 

However, this car was in number-two 
condition and really didn't require a 
complete frame-off resto, so the decision 
was made to simply repaint the car back to 
its former glory. People thought Sefton was 
crazy for even repainting the car, as it was 
in very good condition. Nonetheless, the 
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paint was soon off and prep for bodywork 
(to eliminate any waves or imperfections, 
even if they were factory original) began. 

Once the paint was removed it was clear 
the body had never been wrecked and it 
was unbelievably intact. Soon the decision 
was "re-made" to go all out and refurbish 
the entire vehicle, including every nut and 
bolt as well as the engine, transmission and 
suspension. A paint job that turned into a 
whole-hog deal! 

Mike Parcenka ofThe Motor Car company 
in Phoenix handled the restoration of the 

car, including the application of the fresh 
coat of Sikkens Rally Red paint (two-stage 
with clear-coat) and extreme detailing. The 
project took two full years to complete and 
nothing was overlooked in the process. 
The car is currently considered to be in 
show condition in terms of detail and 
finish, and is destined to be a driver that 
Bill Sefton and his wife Becky can enjoy 
for cruises in and around their Scottsdale 
home. This car is a keeper! 

The frame-off resto was done with 
instructions from the owner to make the 
car look its best, even if that meant better 
fit-and-finish quality compared to what 
the Corvette assembly line workers did 
when it was built. Some may say it looks 
more appealing than pure stock condition, 
while others will cry, "Over-restored!" All 
the correct hoses, belts, fittings and related 
equipment were used in the process. The 
end result is a beautiful Corvette that was 
built just the way Bill Sefton wanted. 

Noted NHRA (National Hot Rod 
Association) engine builder Dennis Maurer, 
from Tempe, Arizona, rebuilt the 435-hp 
big-block engine (original specifications 
and fully balanced) and refurbished the 
four-speed gearbox and rear differential. 
Every single aspect of the car was freshened. 
This car runs strong, drives like new, and 
looks like what a General Motors show car 
might have looked like on tour in the '60s. 

RVR stands for "Red Vette Ranch" and 
the name came from wife Becky, who 
named the property after the purchase of 
this car. "My first Corvette was an '84," 
remembers Bill Sefton, "and it was black. I 
now have a large collection, but this '67 
is still my favorite. I bought this car as my 
ultimate keeper. Others may come and 
go, but I doubt I will ever sell this one. I'll 
probably own it the day I die (hopefully 
not soon)." 

Bill's every Corvette since the purchase 
of this one has been red in hue, and he 
expects that all the others from now on 
will be as well. "Cars need to be driven, 
and this one will be!" he says on the 
topic of driving his recently restored red 
Corvette. The guy loves Corvettes, plain 
and simple. 

How to summarize a fantastic car like 
Bill Sefton's flawless Rally Red rocket? 
The advertising people at Chevrolet got 
it right in their 12-page pamphlet when 
they stated in the last paragraph: "You 
must admit by now that you'd like to get 
a good grip on a '67 Corvette yourself." 
That one rings true to anyone who has 
seen this classic Corvette up close and 
personal. ■ 

For nearly thirty years, Callaway has built some 
of the world's most distinctive vehicles. 
Muscular performance, bullet.proof durability 
and timeless aesthetics have consistently been 
integral elements of all Callaway products. 

Callaway's unequalled refinement and quality is 
now engineered into exciting new products for 
C5 and CS Corvettes. Advanced development 
techniques, meticulous testing and validation, 
and superior manufacturing expertise reflect 
Callaway's core principles of technological 
sophistication and artistry of design. 
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