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lililt~ a finely tuned machine that exhibits sports car features like 50/50 weight 
• distribution, low center of gravity, and optimized roll centers.'' 

At least from the vintage 
performance-car perspective, 
if there's anything the first 

part of the new millennium will be 
known for, it'll likely be the emergence 
of the turnkey hot rod. Whether due 
to ever-increasing standards, greater 
disposable income, or just plain 

; • , advancing age (both our own and our 
cars'), we seem to be more and more 
receptive to the idea of letting someone 
else build our dream machines. And 
who can blame us, really? While the 
general musclecar was only a few years 
old when many of us were teenagers, 
rp.ost of the ones that have survived 
usually need a full restoration before 
enduring a single modification. 
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But what distinguishes this '69 is 
the degree to which Modern Muscle 
{Hudson, Florida) advances the turnkey
car model. This isn't an old musclecar 
updated with new underpinnings as 
much as it's a true super car in muscle
car clothing. Rather than just amassing 
a pile of top-shelf parts, for example, 
Modern Muscle's Mike Staveski selected 
components based on their merits 
and integrated them to work as a 
complete package. The result isn't just 
an incredibly powerful car; it's a finely 
tuned machine that exhibits sports car 
features like 50/50 weight distribution, 
low center of gravity, and optimized roll 
centers and coupling-no mean feat for 
a midsized car with big-block power. 

To understand that the preceding is 
more than just idle boasting is to know 
Staveski's prior projects-specifically 
the car that his personal shop, Time 
Machines, built for Motion LLC, a 
company Jinked to the famed Motion 
Performance of the 1960s by one of its 
original partners, Joel Rosen. 

"We built the red Motion Camaro 
coupe {dubbed SuperCoupe) for them. 
It's the one that won the GM Best Design 
award at SEMA 2005." If you're not that 
familiar with the car, understand that it's 
a '69 in image only-<1nd barely, at that. 
For below the modestly widened fenders 
and functional brake scoops was a 
set-back engine in an independently 
suspended chassis designed 

specifically for the application. "From 
watching the car there and at Barrett
Jackson {where the car sold for $486K, 
including buyer's premium)," Staveski 
noted, "I saw potential for the success of 
a car line." 

While entirely unrelated to the 
Motion car, this particular car-<md the 
successive series of similarly themed 
Fords and Mopars produced by Modern 
Muscle, the company Staveski formed 
with partner Bill Sefton-is an extension 
of that red coupe. For example, whereas 
the original cars employed unibody 
construction with subframe assemblies, 
this one features a full-perimeter Art 
Morrison chassis. 

In place of the conventional Morrison 

A-arm front suspension and four-linked 
live axle, however, is a complete Corvette 
CS independent suspension. Instead of 
using the Corvette's torque tube spine 
and integrated transaxle, Staveski 
divorced the transmission from the 
differential. "Now it has a conventional 
transmission and driveshaft," Staveski 
said. "The cars that I've been aware of 
with the CS stuff have had issues with 
reliability, and I didn't want to have 
the potential there for any problems." 
Instead, there's a Tremec TKO-600 
mounted to the back of the engine. 

Though there's nothing ordinary about 
that engine, a Dart-sourced 565-inch 
mill adorned with injection stacks tuned 
by Imagine Injection's Bob Ream, it's 

the engine's placement that makes it 
particularly noteworthy. "It's set back 
behind the front suspension by about 
IS inches," Staveski indicated. Above 
and beyond forsaking the firewall 
altogether, the move required reshaping 
the cowl (the filters abut the base of the 
windshield). "It's to get the engine to 
sit low ... to get the weight distribution 
right so this car will handle like a 
modern-day supercar would handle," 
hence the ideal weight distribution 
mentioned earlier. 

As noted earlier, the set-back engine 
required forsaking much of the car's 
platform. In fact, "the floors on this 
car were completely cut out," Staveski 
observed. "The only thing that's only 
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"Though the modifications are intensive, they don't take precedence over the 
design as a whole as much as add to it.,, 
'69 Camara on this car is the outside 
sheetmetal and the dash; everything 
else has been made for this car: the 
floors, the tunnel, the firewall, the 
engine panels, and the trunk floor---<1ll 
of that was hand-fabricated." Similarly, 
the dash was moved back four inches, 
which created just enough space for the 
Vintage Air climate control, Sony X-plod 
head unit, and FAST injection controller. 

Admittedly, to cloak such a highly 
modified car in stone-stock skin would 
certainly do it an injustice; this is, after 
all, a highly refined vehicle. By the 
same token, to modify it willy-nilly to an 
absurd degree would be equally foolish. 
To find that balance, "I got a lot of help 
from Jason Rushforth," Staveski noted. 
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"The design is a combination of his 
thoughts and mine-he has just as much 
of his heart and soul as I do in this car." 

Though the modifications are 
intensive, they don't take precedence 
over the design as a whole as much as 
add to it. "The windshield ... it's been 
laid back half an inch," Staveski noted. 
So subtle is the change that "you've got 
to look at it from the side profile with 
the top up; if the top's down you'll never 
notice it. We also chopped the top about 
half an inch to match. 

"The front valance is also custom
made. The center of it is the air inlet 
that directs air up through the engine 
compartment," he added. So, too, is the 
custom-made rear valance-this time for 

the exhaust. Aside from the top, though, 
undoubtedly the sexiest part of the car 
is its optional rear spoiler. Rather than 
the bolt-on plastic units that adorned 
the originals, "it's all made entirely 
out of steel," Staveski mentioned. "It's 
basically a stock '69 spoiler that's been 
laid back at that angle." 

Sure, the car is interesting; however, as 
noted earlier in the bigger story-at least 
the one with broader implications-is 
that Modem Muscle is producing 
varieties of this car in two versions: Super 
Car and Muscle Car. While the Super Car 
series, starting at $250K ($325K as shown 
with the CS suspension, original body, 
and folding lid), isn't cheap, it's certainly 
a lot of groceries for the loot. 

Though the Muscle Car series cars still 
feature subframes, they certainly look 
the part with the big wheels and stance. 
Similarly, they offer commendable 
performance by virtue of big-block 
power (stock location) and aftermarket 
suspension, including control arms, 
rack-and-pinion steering, and big 
brakes. At $!SOK for a hardtop version, 
they're certainly within the price range 
of most custom-fabricated cars of lesser 
performance. 

Speaking of variations, Modem 
Muscle also offers turnkey cars based 
on the popular aftermarket coupe and 
convertible bodies. "For the person who 
wants a real VIN, we go out and find a 
real Camaro," Staveski distinguished. 

However, due to friendly titling 
legislation adopted by Florida, "We offer 
a title that says "69 Chevrolet Camara,' 
but with a Florida VIN if they prefer a 
reproduction body. The title doesn't say 
'built from assorted parts in 2008'; it 
actually says '1969 Chevrolet Camaro."' 

A six-digit car, no matter how much 
equity it offers, is still beyond most of our 
means. Staveski knows it, and as a result 
Modem Muscle extends a unique offer. 
"The whole idea with this line is that if 
there's a part on the car that people like
whether it's the shifter or the gauges or 
the wheels-they're going to be offered 
individually," he said. "They don't have 
to have us build them a car, but if they 
like the wheels, we'll be able to sell them 

the wheels; if they like the gauges, they 
can buy them, too." 

So does Modem Muscle stand a 
chance at defining the next generation 
of turnkey cars? While that remains to 
be seen, you should know the following: 
while we've showcased the '69 Super 
Car and described its more modest 
Muscle Car counterpart, there are two 
things we haven't mentioned thus far: the 
company's '70/'71 Barracuda and '69/'70 
Mustang variants. 

In gambling, that's called playing 
the odds. And if you subscribe to the 
notion that business is no different than 
gambling, it looks like a wager that just 
may pay elf. ■ 
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