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I 
nspiration can come from a variety of 
sources, yet looking back to simpler 
times can often have one of the most 
powerful pulls. Take the Li'I Red Ex-

press Ram pickup. Introduced in 1978, when 
emissions equipment began to strangle the 
engine outputs of cars, it was initially al
lowed a brief exemption. So in addition to 
the big-rig exhaust stacks and rustic wood 
paneling, what set this truck apart was the 
unfettered High Performance 360 with a 
4-barrel carb. 

This special-edition rig was produced 
for a couple years, and continues to hold a 
fond place in the hearts of truck enthusiasts 
everywhere. Well, there's no going back to 
our younger days, but we can look ahead 
with a smile at the new 2009 Dodge Red 
Xpress. While the spelling of the name is 
slightly revised, this Ram boasts a bold 
and fresh approach, in keeping with the 
reputation of the legendary Mr. Norm. 
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Muscle-car enthusiasts will undoubtedly 
recall the heyday of his Chicago dealership 
Grand Spaulding Dodge, which epitomized 
Mopar performance. 

In true Mr. Norm fashion, this Ram has 
been transformed into a muscle truck with 
both style and performance. An Airaid in
take feeds more oxygen to the Hemi engine, 
and for a sporting stance, the lowered Eibach 
suspension rolls on color-matched custom 
alloy wheels wrapped with Pirelli rubber. 

Inside, the Red Xpress Truck gives an
other nod to its storied predecessor with 
Katzkin-upholstered buckets and Designer 
Mat carpeting, both embroidered with signa
ture logos. Completing the nostalgic yet con
temporary treatment is Red Xpress Truck 
serial number plaque on the dashboard. 

Driving this new age Ram can't compare 
with that of a late-Seventies pickup -- and 
that's a good thing! Grandpa's carbureted 
360 is no match for a computer-controlled, 

electronically fuel-injected 5.7L Hemi. And 
anybody who's ever piloted a 40-year-old 
truck knows they can't even come close to 
the smooth handling and braking of the new 
Ram, featuring a new 4-link, coil-over rear 
suspension instead of antiquated leaf springs 
that underpin the rear of the original Li'I 
Red. The ride quality of the new Red Xpress 
Truck is unsurpassed, light years ahead of its 
1979 counterpart. 

All told, the modern-day Red Xpress 
gives Ram enthusiasts not only a special edi
tion to enjoy, but also a revisionist version of 
its historically significant counterpart. No, 
it's not a reproduction of the original Li'l 
Red, but definitely goes one better. 

SOURCE: MR. NORM'S GARAGE, 
9134 Eden Ave., Hudson, FL 34667. 
www.mrnormsgarage.com. 6ia 

Want Free Publicity? Submit your truck photos 
with a creative promotion plan via e-mail to 
daveh@truckingtimes.com. 
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