
I 

........ "' ~ 
• ? 
C Z • • ~ ,J 

• ''va c:. 

TRACK IS 

an 
lie 

Seven 
Race 

Reports 

~ Pea 
'I 

... 
~ '~, ,· ---



SCR Race Report 

Hello Champ 
Cars,Goodbye 

Stockers 
It was a day of firsts at MIS, and 

possibly lasts, too. The USAC stock car 
circuit may not be back next year. 

ABOVE- Mark Donohue brings the 
Sunoco McLaren in for fuel and tires. 

ABOVE RIGHT-Les Richter presents the 
trophy for the 200-mile championship 

car dash. Donohue is having an 
incredible season, dominating USAC's 
Marelboro trail while leading the SCCA 

Trans-Am series. He has also been 
quite vocal, of late, in his judgment 

of SCCA's ineptitude. 
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UNUSUAL happenings were abun
dant throughout the U.S. Auto 

Club's unique double-header of auto 
racing this year at Michigan Inter
national Speedway. 

Happening No. 1- The track's race 
day program showed a timing table for 
speeds up to 180 mph, but 1969 Indian
apolis 500 winner qualified at a record
shattering 193.444 mph in a Dan Gurney
built Eagle-Offy. 

Happening No. 2-An American Motors 
Gremlin was the pace car for race day, 
making MIS' $25 seats worth it just to see 
the "mighty might" wheeled to over 100 
mph by retired race driver Paul Russo. 

Happening No. 3-Attendance for the 
racing twin-bill featuring a 100-lap 
Marlboro championship event for Indy
cars and followed by a 100-lap USAC 
stock car chase drew 38,777 spectators, 

outdrawing the June 13th NASCAR
sanctioned Motor State 400 by 1,194 
race-goers. 

Happening No. 4-Just to recall a dash 
of irony, a red-and-white Winston Cup 
pennant flew above the main grandstand 
throughout the day while the entire 
racing show was all-USAC. 

Happening No. 5 - There was no tele
vised coverage of the championship race 
in spite of MIS president Les Richter's 
plea for tape coverage of the champion
ship event. 

But perhaps the most ominous occur
ranee of the racing twin-bill was 
Richter's comment that the USAC 
double-header may not be held at all in 
1972. If Richter, who bears the weight of 
the defunct superstructure of American 
Raceways Inc. on his burly shoulders, 
has his way, next year's USAC activity 
will be confined to the Indy-car cham
pionship show which he would like to 
extend at least to its original 250-mile 
length. Richter stands infavorofjunking 
the 100-lap USAC stock car event which 
has immediately followed the Indy-car 
event on the same program for the past 
two years. 

The ex-pro football lineman, in laying 

the foundation of his defense added, 
"This is not meant to be anything derog
atory to USAC's stock car division. But 
until all stock cars can run under one 
(sanctioning) body, it's going to be hard 
to exist." 

But looking at the attendance figures 
for this· year's twin-bill, USAC officials 
may have a hard time swallowing the 
idea that its stock car division may lose a 
prestige show in the middle of its racing 
heartland The success of the second run
ning of Michigan's Twin 200's prompted 
a press aide and a USAC spokesman to 
look into the feasibility of scheduling 
racing doubleheaders at other tracks, 
particularly the one-mile Wisconsin State 
Fairgrounds track which hosted three 
USAC stock car events this year. 

In spite of having a shorter field of cars 
than anticipated, most stock car drivers 

STOCK CAR RACING 

BELOW-Coming through the fourth turn into the curved MIS front "straight" are 
Johnny Rutherford # 18, George Snider #4, Cale Yarborough #21, Art 

Pollard #8, and Garry Bettenhausen #16. 

ABOVE LEFT- The winner, Roger McCluskey, takes the checker In his Plymouth 
Superbird. He waves to the crowd. Window nets are not mandatory in USAC. 

ABOVE RIGHT-Roger in Victory Lane. ABOVE- USAC regular Lem Blankenship 
had problems. He blew a new engine and was unable to qualify. Still, he 

went from his 33 starting position to eighth after 20 circuits. 
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by Al Stilley 

and crews favored the exposure of racing 
on a bonafide superspeedway. 

Unlike 1970, the stock car crews had 
one set of garages to work on their brutish 
3800-pound stockers while the Indy-car 
teams worked under cover in another 
garage area. Last year, the stocker crews 
worked on their cars outside garage 
cover. 

No matter what the fate of one of auto 
racing's most unique dates, the 1971 
Michigan Twin 200's recorded Mark 
Donohue and Roger McCluskey as its 
victors. McCluskey ended a five-race 
victory drought by covering the 100-laps 
around the two-mile D-shaped super
speedway at an average speed of 144.086 
mph. With the final 69 laps run under the 
green light, McCluskey remained in 
command for all but 11 of those laps 
while he overcame lost time after pitting 
on the 27th and 66th circuits. The two
time USAC stock car king inherited the 
lead permanently on the 77th lap as Lem 
Blankenship pitted after leading for 
seven laps. 

Early dueling occurred among Verlin 
Eaker, Butch Hartman and two-time 
Indy 500 winner Al Unser who went 
gunning for Eaker's fourth-place spot 
for three torrid laps before a caution 
light on the 23rd lap brought about a 
flurry of pit stops. Nearly all the 38,777 
fans stayed for the stock car chase and 
saw Indy veterans A. J. Foyt and Bobby 
Unser put on a superspeedway display 
of driving. The pair came down the 
D-shaped frontstretch side-by-side on 
the 60th lap while battling for the lead . 

. At the halfway point, Unser wheeled a 
Chris Vallo-backed Plymouth into a 
challenge with Foyt for second place 
until it became a battle for first place 
after McCluskey pitted on the 66th lap. 

Ironically, the top three qualifiers 
(McCluskey, Foyt and B. Unser) finished 
the race in exactly the same order. How
ever McCluskey got a scare at the finish 
line as Blankenship's recently purchased 
engine blew after crossing the line, send
ing a piece of the engine into the right 
side of McCluskey's windshield. 

After watching Blankenship blow an 
engine purchased that day from Bay 
Darnell, car owner Ramo Stott remarked, 
"There must have been a rod defect in 
the engine because of the number of 
pieces we found in the block. We had a 
bearing go out in our first engine, so we 
didn't get to qualify." 

Nevertheless, Lem Blankenship, who 
started in 33rd place, was running eighth 
at the end of only 20 laps. Bobby Unser 
was elated over his third-place finish, 
especially after lasting only two laps 
at Milwaukee on the previous weekend 
in the same purple-and-white Nichels 
,Engineering-prepared Plymouth. 

"When I started out I kept listening for 
something to go wrong, but everything 
sounded good," Unser remarked. "This 
is only the second race all year that I've 
finished in anything." 
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TOP- The Gremlin pace car was 
certainly a point of interest. The 

previous MIS pace car was an AMX. 
· ABOVE- Donohue and friends 

head for the green flag. 

During the first lap, Foyt gave Bobby 
a scare as he got too high coming into the 
frontstretch which prompted Unser to 
recall, "I saw A. J. getting into the 'grey 
stuff' and I started to laugh myself and 
then all of a sudden my backend started 
getting outside on me." 

While Bobby went breezing toward 
third place, brother Al climaxed his day 
of difficulties by exiting on the 71st lap 
with failing oil pressure in a Rudy Hoerr
owned Dodge Charger. 

McCluskey's triumph in the stock car 
chase in a Norm Nelson-prepared 
Plymouth Superbird capped a heavy 
day of racing for the Arizona driver. 
McCluskey guided a Sprite-sponsored 
Offy to third place, finishing 55.8 seconds 

behind Donohue's Sunoco McLaren-Offy 
and 39.5 seconds behind runnerup Billy 
Vukovich. 

McCluskey, who started 15th in the 
championship event and on the pole in 
the stock car chase, was still bothered by 
handling prpblems in the open cockpit 
event. 

"At least my stock car went where I 
pointed it," he remarked while posing 
for photographs and signing autographs 
several hours after the twin 200-milers 
after collecting nearly $11,000 in one 
day of racing. 

Fresh from a Trans-Am win at Elk
hart Lake, Wis. on the day before the 
Michigan chase, Donohue completely 
dominated the Indy-car event. The 
Donohue-driven racer owned by Roger 
Penske showed its strength despite a 
"misfiring engine" due to an eratic fuel 
flow at low speeds by passing Bobby 
Unser in front of the main grandstand 
on the 17th lap. Unser later left the field 
with a blown engine on the 37th circuit. 
One the ninth lap, Unser clipped off a lap 
in competition of 186.18 mph. 

Donohue lived up to his role as the race 
favorite by extending a scant four-second 
lead over Vukovich with 20 laps remain
ing to a 15.5 second lead within 10 laps 
of the finish to coast to his second 
straight oval track triumph. While 
Donohue experienced little difficulty in 
making it to the finish, several veterans 
were sidelined. Veteran Lloyd Ruby, who 
vowed he would be a "good spectator" 
before the race started, left when his 
Mongoose-Ford dropped a valve. Foyt 
exited with a blowri turbocharger. Joe 
Leonard created the most excitement of 
the day by losing the right rear suspen
sion on a Colt-Ford going through the first 
turn before slamming the wall. 

"The car wasn't handling right," Leon-
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SIDELIGHT 
CALE YARBOROUGH knows his way around the high

banked Michigan International Speedway. The two-time 
Motor State 400 winner displayed his knowledge of the tricky 
D-shaped track on two occasions during the U.S. Auto Club's 
twin-bill of racing. 

Even though he wasn't a participant in the $35,000 stock 
car event, the veteran of nearly 200 NASCAR races was help
ful in showing the secrets of aerodynamics to two-time Indian
apolis 500 winner Al Unser and stock car owner Rudy Hoerr of 
Peoria, Ill. 

Yarborough was requested to turn his attention to help solve 
a handling problem in Unser's 1971 Dodge Charger the day 
after qualifying a Gene White-owned Mongoose-Ford for the 
$65,000 championship event at 178.217 mph. Several hours 
before Cale was summoned, Unser had qualified at a disap
pointing 153.191 mph in the Charger to start in 11th place in 
the 36-car field. 

"We just aren't freeway racers," said Hoerr. So on the day 
before the double-header, Cale took a look at the rear end 
setup on the red-white-and-blue Charger. He immediately 
told Hoerr's crew to remove the rear spoiler: It was too high: 

Unser left the pits for a lap, and it was the first time he had 
managed to escape handling frustrations. When Unser re
turned to the pits, Cale then suggested raising the rear end 
a little bit, resulting in a slight improvement in speed. Then 
Yarborough suggested placing a smaller rear end spoiler on 
the car in order to take full advantage of the wind as it pressed 
downward on the rear deck of the Charger. 

The whole process took about 10 minutes, and Unser was 
clipping laps over 156 mph, a definite improvement of his 
qualifying speed. Even though Roger McCluskey's pole win
ning speed was over the H~O mph range, Unser began to feel 

Cale Yarborough (foreground) helps Rudy Hoerr 
adjust the spoiler on Al Unser's stock car ride. Cale's 

speedway experience paid off. Al Stilley photo. 

he could be competitive in the same stock car which handled 
so miserably in its debut at Milwaukee, Wis. 

On the first lap of the stock car go, Unser passed Texan H. 
B. Bailey and Dave Whitcomb. After 40 miles, Unser was 
running in sixth place in heavy traffic before passing Butch 
Hartman for fifth place on the 22nd lap. But trouble was brew
ing underneath the right side of Unser's stocker. A broken 
brake drum was rubbing against a ball joint causing a severe 
handling problem. Unser pitted six laps later under the yellow 
light, but lost precious laps. 

Unser, who also failed to finish the championship event, 
returned to the stock car chase only to last until the 65th lap 
when falling oil pressure signaled the end of a frustrating day 
at MIS. While Al went limping into the pits, brother Bobby 
went zipping toward a third-place showing in the stock car 
event. 

But Cale managed to accomplish something earlier in the 
day that neither Unser brothers could do: Finish the cham
pionship event for Indy-type cars. Yarborough posted his best 
performance of the season by finishing fifth and earning 
$3,087. 

"The first lap felt so good, so I thought man we can really go 
this time," Yarborough related in reference to the early going 
before pitting on the 39th lap to the chagrin of team manager 
John Laux who felt that Cale couldn't finish if he pitted before 
the 40th lap without an additional fuel stop before the end of 
the race. 

Ironically, Cale's turbocharged Ford ran out of gasoline 
halfway around the track after the checkered flag dropped. 
Y arborough's veteran teammate Lloyd Ruby left the chase on 
the 28th lap with a broken valve. 

"The front end was pushing real bard," lamented Yarbo
rough in explaining his drop to fifth. "When the caution light 
came out, my tires would cool off, but the handling got worse 
as the tires got hotter." 

Referring to McCluskey and Wally Dalleribach who dueled 
with Cale constantly, Yarborough remarked, "I could out
handle them in the turns, but by the time we got to the end of 
the straightaway, I lost my advantage." 

Yarborough's only close call on a track where laps are turned 
in under 40 seconds occurred when Joe Leonard lost his Colt
Ford's rear suspension. 

"Just as I went under him to pass, all of a sudden he was 
gone. If I had been any farther back, it would have been real 
hairy," Cale recalled. 

While MIS plays havoc with the Indy-type cars because of 
the low range between high and low rpm and of the chassis 
requirements for a high-banked superspeeaway, Cale ad
mitted that be liked the track. 

"This place is just right for these cars," the former soap box 
derby driver remarked. "I wouldn't want it banked any higher 
or made any different." After the 200-mile chase, Yarborough 
was chatting with crewmenibers and friends who were 
admiring his competitive zeal in heavy. traffic at speeds in 
excess of 1 70 mph as Laux approached the troup with a big 
grin. . 

"Hey Cale, we're going to take the practice engine out now 
and give you a real one," Laux chortled. 

Cale laughed full-heartedly and received more kudos from 
his crew. In less than five months of fulltime open cockpit 
pacing, William Caleb Yarborough's "internship" had ended. 

~ 

ard remarked in reference to an unplan
ned pit stop just two laps before the 
accident. 

"We changed engines before the race, 
and it must have thrown the geometry of 
the car out of balance, It never did feel 
right. When I hit that wall, I couldn't 
come down low, I had to stay up high," 
remarked the 1969 Indianapolis 500 pole 
winner. 

healthy contender in a McNamara-Ford, 
spun through Leonard's oil and wound 
up with a split tire before limping into 
the pits. 

as bonafide contenders for their respec
tive championships. Donohue averaged 
144.898 for the 200-mile run hampered 
by four caution lights for 33 laps in 
winning $14,202. 

Mario Andretti, who looked like a 
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Foyt, whose Coyote-Ford has been con
stantly plagued by turbocharger prob
lems during the past two years, said he 
would probably switch brands of 
turbochargers soon. 

The victories by Donohue and McClus
key thrust them into the USAC limelight 

Mark's Michigan triumph put his 
racing record at four wins m four races 
with a string that included the Pocono 
500 and Trans-Am events at Donny
brooke, Minn. arid Elkhart Lake ... And 
he calls himself a test driver. l'l 
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