


No Grudge Match Here-This One's Made in Heaven 

C omparing these two Challengers, one vintage and the other modern, 
is an inevitable exercise for muscle-car collectors, but there's an unin
tended consequence. While the elder '71 Challenger excels in purity 

of form, a lot of automotive technology developed since then has certainly 
refined the breed. The new 2009 model is a better car in just about every way, 
while it strives to capture the flavor of its praiseworthy predecessor. 

Now, many owners of older, garden-variety Challengers feel compelled to 
bring their Neanderthal tech forward with modern components, both under 
the hood and in the chassis. That's certainly the case with the black '71 resto
modernized model shown here. Before peeling back the sheetmetal, let's 
back up a bit and focus on the factory originals. 

A CHALLENGER TAKES FORM 
It's often noted in the annals of automotive history that the Challenger 

was a late arrival to the muscle-car melee, intended as a counterpunch to 
the Mustang and Camaro. But it was no Johnny-Come-Lately in the sense of 
being a me-too imitation, since it created a look of its own, one that would be 
greatly admired through the eyes of nostalgia. 

Truth be told, the Barracuda was actually the model designed to compete 
against the pony cars. The Dodge version, with its bigger size and swankier 
interior, was intended to swing haymakers at the Mercury Cougar and 
Pontiac Firebird. 

Carl Cameron, who also penned the lines of the '66 Charger, based his 
design of the Challenger on early sketches of a Charger prototype. Despite 
some brickbats thrown at it by the automotive press, the Challenger sold well, 
with nearly 77,000 produced in 1970, engine sizes ranged from a 225 ci six 
to a 440 ci V8. The vaunted R/T (Road/Track) performance model offered a 
choice of three different V8s, the most famous being the 426 Hemi, of course. 



But that's not what was under the 
hood of the '71 Challenger shown 
here, owned by car collector Bill 
Sefton. When he purchased it from 
a friend in Phoenix, Arizona, the 
car was a dead stock, a triple-black 
model with a 340ci engine. 

Commenting on the Challenger's 
condition, Sefton recalls that, "It was 
over-restored, so well done it exceed
ed the value of the car." Not one to 
quibble about dollars and cents when 
it comes to muscle cars, he decided 
to put even more money into it, add
ing a number of bolt-on mods that 
would improve its road manners but 
not spoil the originality (since he can 
readily undo those mods). 

"I drive all my cars," he explains, 
which is no mean feat, considering 
he owns more than a couple hun
dred collectibles. 

Mike Staveski of Modern Muscle 
handled the build, which features 
a stand-alone engine management 
system for the 597hp 6.1-liter Hemi. 
This computerized setup allows tun
ing the car for any climate or fuel, as 
well as eliminating cold/hot-starting 
issues common with carbureted fuel 
systems. Changing parameters is as 
easy as connecting the cable located 
in the glovebox to the laptop, and 
making the needed adjustments. 

A combination of Hooker 
Headers, mandrel-bent exhaust, and 
Flowmaster mufflers provide the 
classic sound, while not being over
bearing when on the highway. The 
only visual modifications that stand 
out are the wheels; otherwise this 
Challenger looks completely stock 
inside and out. 

Under the hood, tasteful detailing 
such as a Hemi-branded air cleaner, 
BBK throttle bodies, and A/N fuel 
lines and fittings provide clues to this 
engine's potential, while not looking 
over the top or gaudy. 

As for the underpinnings, the stock 
suspension with new leaf springs, 
torsion bars, and the addition of stiff
er polyurethane bushings provides 
a comfortable ride, while improv-
ing the handling characteristics for 
control and stability at high speed 
on the highway or while cruising 
around town. Sub-frame connectors 

also add to the improved handling 
and ride, eliminating the flexing and 
shuddering that was common from 
the factory. The tires, measuring 17 x 
10 inches in the rear provide plenty 
of traction, and the Torque Thrust 
wheels add to the car's visual appeal. 
Running slightly smaller 16x7-inch 
front wheels and tires give this 
Challenger a great stance and pres
ence, while a set of Stainless Steel 
Brakes with slotted and vented 12-
inch rotors bring it to a crisp stop. If 
only these mods had been available 
for the original Challenger, what a dif
ference that would have made. 

COMPARING AND CONTRASTING 
WITH THE NEW CHAUENGER 

Despite being significantly longer 
and taller, the third-gen Challenger 
displays some surprising common
alities with its first-gen ancestor (we 
couldn't care less about the second
gen, four-banger Mitsubishi variant). 
For instance, the new 6.1-liter Hemi 
has exactly the same 425hp output 
as the 426 Hemi of yore. As with 

the first-edition Challenger, the new 
version is shorter than the Charger 
(by about four inches on the latest 
model), and has two fewer doors. 

Despite these similarities, the new 
model outperforms its predeces
sor in ride and handling, thanks to 
a modern multi-link rearend and 
Brembo binders. In keeping with the 
'71 model, the amenities are com
paratively posh, with heated leather 
sport seats, bi-xenon headlights, and 
20-inch forged rims. 

As with the '71 Challenger, an R/T 
version is available, powered by a 
5.7-liter Hemi mated to either a five
speed auto or six-speed manual. 
The latter eliminates the fuel-saving 
Multi-Displacement System. For 2009, 
the R/T Classic edition has traditional 
graphics and is available in blue only. 
Looking ahead to 2010, a convertible 
version is rumored to be in the works. 

The new Challenger is thoroughly 
modernized, but Sefton's '71 restom
od has no difficulty keeping pace. 
The hard part is picking one over 
the other.~ 
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1971 CHALLENGER 
Number built/sold - total production 29,883 units 
Construction - Uni-Body construction 
Engines -
225 cubic-inch six-cylinder 
318 cubic-inch V8 
340 cubic-inch V8 
383 cubic-inch V8 
426 cubic-inch V8 
440 cubic-inch V8 
Power/Torque -
145 hp/215 lbs./ft. torque (225 cubic-inch six-cylinder) 
230 hp/320 lbs./ft. torque (318 cubic-inch V8) 
275 hp/340 lbs./ft. torque (340 cubic-inch V8) 
275 hp/375 lbs./ft. torque (383 cubic-inch V8) 
300 hp/410 lbs./ft. torque (383 cubic-inch V8) 
385 hp/490 lbs./ft. torque (440 cubic-inch V8) 
425 hp/490 lbs./ft. torque (426 cubic-inch V8) 
Transmissions · three-speed manual, four-speed manual, three-speed 
automatic 
Suspension Front - torsion bar 
Rear suspension - leaf springs 
Steering - recirculating ball & nut 
Brakes - standard four-wheel drum brakes with optional front disc brakes 
Length/Width/height• 191.3 inches/76.1 inches/51.2 inches 
Wheelbase - 110 inches 
Weight - 3205 lbs. (V8 hardtop) 
0-60mph - 7.4 seconds, quarter mile 14.9 seconds at 91 mph (Motor Trend 
magazine, November 1969 testing a 1970 Challenger 340) 
Top speed - 109 mph 
MPG - 10-14 mpg estimated 
Price - MSRP $3,273 - R/T Challenger 
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2008 CHALLENGER SRTS 
Number built/sold - still being sold 

Construction - Uni-Body construction 
Engine • 370 cubic-inch 16 valve Hetni V8 

Power/Torque - 425hp/420 lb./ft. torque 
Transmissions · five-speed automatic 

Suspension Front - wishbone front suspension independent with 
stabilizer bar and coil springs 

Rear suspension - multi-link rear suspension independent with 
coil springs 

Steering - rack and pinion 
Brakes • four-wheel disc 

Length/width/height• 197.8 inches/75.7 inches/57.0 inches 
Wheelbase · 116 inches 

Weight - 4, 150 lbs. 
0-60mph - 4.7 seconds, quarter mile 13.1 seconds at 108.3 mph 

Motor Trend, July 2008 testing a Challenger SRT8) 
Top speed - 173 mph 

MPG -13 to 18 mpg 
Price - MSRP $37,320 

-

Presented By 2008 1 2008 Milestones 

I 


