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supercar did not die in 1972. Let's start 
with that. Yes, that big ugly snake re
ased by the emissions police and insur

ance conspiracy had wrapped itself around the 
performance scene and was beginning to 
squeeze, but you can't pop the hood of one of 
these Mr. Norm's GSS Demon 340s, gaze 
upon that big Paxton centrifugal supercharger, 
and say that the supercar was dead by 1972. 
Wounded, yes. Dead? Read on, friend. 

The Demon 340 GSS was one of those 
red-hot Dodges that were uniquely Mr. Norm's. 
The Demon 340--minus the supercharger-

was pretty hot to begin with, but when you 
enter the realm of forced induction, you're 
stepping into a whole new world. 

One of the tenets of Grand Spaulding 
Dodge was that the customer always gets 
more-more performance than the factory 
has-and more performance, service, and se
lection than any other Dodge dealer anyv.ihere. 
The Demon GSS fits perfectly into the Grand 
Spaulding play book. Most of the factory action 
was at the big-car end of the spectrum, and 
while Mr. Norm was happy to sell a Super Bee 
or Charger R/T, development of special pack
ages at Grand Spaulding always centered on 
the compact Dart-the 383 Dart of 1967, the 
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440 Dart of 1968, and for 1972, the super
charged Demon GSS. 

"Gary [Gary Dyer, Grand Spaulding's direc
tor of performance], Denny Hirschbeck [parts 
director], and 1 used to dream up everything,· 
says Mr. Norm about the genesis of the GSS 
package. "If we were on the way to a race or 
going out to lunch, we'd talk about what to do 
next year. If Denny or I would come up with an 
idea, we'd look at Gary, and Gary would say, 
'Yeah, that'll work.'" From the concept, the 
ideas would progress to the prototype stage 
where they'd be brutally tested before entering 
production. 

"It came together very smoothly," Mr. Norm 

recalls. "The one problem we had was that 
the float was made of the wrong material.· 

. Because the Paxton blower puts the carburetor 
inside a pressure box, when the blower ap
proached its maximum seven pounds of boost, 
the floats would sometimes collapse under 
the pressure, causing a smorgasbord of prob
lems. "Gary played with it a couple days and 
came up with a different material that didn't ab
sorb gas and didn't collapse." 

All of the cars were ordered with 3.91 Sure
Grip axles and automatic transmissions. "There 
were some four-speeds," remembers Norm. 
"We never recommended a four-speed with 
the supercharger. We built 'em on automatics, 
but somebody could have had one done with a 
four-speed." Typically, Grand Spaulding in
stalled the Demon GSS equipment on 
low-optioned cars to keep the price down. If a 

,.._ 
customer had some more bucks and wanted 
some optional extras, theY could pick one of 
the many non-supercharged Demon 340s from 
Mr. Norm's huge inventory, and the GSS pack
age could be added quickly. 

Grand Spaulding produced no brochures or 
catalogs for its special models, choosing in
stead to communicate through magazine and 
radio advertising. According to a GSS ad in the 
July '72 issue of Car Craft, the Demon GSS 
came with: · 

• Fresh-Air Intake and Filter Unit 
• Full-Capacity Hoses 
•Oversize Pulleys 
•Blower Drive Unit 
•Modified Fuel Pump 
•Fuel Pressure Regulator 
•Fuel Intake Enclosure 
•Competition Oil Pump Package 

• Hea-,y-Outy Aluminum Valve Spring Retainers 
•Heavy Duty TorqueFlite 
•Sure-Grip Rear End 
•Wide Oval Boots 
•Completely Set Up With: Distributor 

Curved, Camuretor Calibrated and Jetted, Dyno 
Tuned and Sun Scoped. 

The air breather flt through a hole torched 
into the radiator core support, and the rest of 
the system was a straight bolt-on. With the 
standard 6.5-inch crank pulley, the engine red
lined at 5,500 rpm. Paxton offered a smaller 
crank pulley for drag racers to keep the blower 
from over-rewing. 

·we didn't have any problem with them,· 
remembers Mr. Norm. "Once in a while a bear
ing would go. Somebody would cut the pulley to 
get a little more boost and he'd bum up a 
bearing, but that's about all I ever heard of." 

The Demon 340 GSS retailed for $3,595, 
about what you'd pay for a Challenger or Charg. 
er with a modest amount of equipment. Of the 
8,700 Demon 340s built for 1972, it's esti
mated that 150 to 200 got the supercharged 
GSS package. 

Driven well, a non-supercharged Demon 
340 was good for mid-14s all day long. Norm 
remembers testing a GSS at Rockford, Illi
nois, and running high 12s with slicks. Tires 
were a key to hooking up. Hi-Performance Cars 
magazine tested a '72 Demon 340 GSS in its 
July '72 issue, and reported a 13.92 at 106 
mph e.t., while the June '72 issue of Super 
Stock and Drag Illustrated reported a leisure
ly 15.18 at 92.8 mph, unable to crack the 
14-second barrier. 

Wrote Hi-Performance Cars, "Frankly, the 
limiting factor in our acceleration trials was the 
smallish E70-14 tires. They simply couldn't 
hold the Demon off the line. Our only recourse 
was to walk the car off the line, then get on it 
hard just as we passed the tree. Any other 
technique such as brake rewing or mashing 
the throttle simply resulted in Ch~Town Hustler
type burnouts .. ." 

But stock tires were just a price-control 
measure. After you bought the car you could 
add Keystones, Spyers, Magnums, Cragars, 
Torq-Thrusts, or whatever you wanted. 

The GSS was originally planned to continue 
into 1973 and beyond, but in the summer of 

· 1912, as plans for the next model year were 
taking shape, Grand Spaulding Dodge began 
getting phone calls from EPA enforcers posing 
as customers, asking for modifications that 
were illegal for a dealership to perform. As the 
law was written, it was fine for a speed shop to 
make that same modification, but rather than 
fight what was clearly going to be a losing bat
tle, Mr. Norm pulled the plug on the Demon 
340 GSS, making it the last of his legendary 
showroom supercars. 

The two GSS Demon 340s featured here 
are perfect point/counterpoint contrasts. Both 
are fully documented GSSs. 
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