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1971 Demon340! 

Some &ve years ago, Scottsdale, Arizona-based car c:ollec:tor 
extraordinaire Bill Sefton received a phone call about an 
old '71 Dodge Demon 340. Sefton is always interested in the 

purchase ofhigh-perfonnance Mopars,but only if they're unique.Demons are cool, 
however, there are a lot of other noteworthy Chrysler cars out there too, so each 
vehicle this guy adds to his collection must have something special about it. When 
he heard the details of this car over the phone (the information coming from a friend 
of a friend) he at first thought: "This really sounds too good to be true." 
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The Demon was said to be a 
super-low mileage car, parked in an 
environmentally controlled storage 
area for most of its life-up on blocks
and still in "new" condition. It was a 
high-impact color car (Hemi-Orange) 
originally from Connecticut and 
among the options was the Stereo 
Tape-Cassette, including microphone. 
Other options included TorqueFlite, 
Power Steering, Power Brakes, Sure
Grip differential and Racing Mirrors. 
Was this a super rare Mopar with loads 
of highly unusual option codes? No. 

With only 2,900 miles on the 
odometer, this A-Body car is a 
deviation from the norm, an anomaly 
to be certain! Duster/Demon 340s 
were often driven hard, and many were 
modified back in the day, as they were 
truly affordable muscle machines, 
with a base price of just $2, 721. The 
budget performance car was popular 
with street warriors and serious drag 
racers, and all these years later, most 
were pretty used up. Sefton got on a 
plane within a day or so, saw the car 
first hand, and soon it was on the way 
to the Arizona desert. 

The story he heard was that a Mr.John 
Sweeney, from Enfield, Connecticut, 
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bought it new in late October 1971. 
(Paperwork on the car shows that he 
was 53 years old when registering 
it.) He purchased this A-Body off the 
showroom floor at Allen Motors in 
Windsor Locks, Connecticut, because 
his Hemi Road Runner had been stolen. 
He had to order a replacement car, 
and needed something to drive until 
it arrived. Apparently, when his new 
vehicle did arrive, this 340cid A-Body 
went into storage. It's unclear what that 
new car was; since the Hemi engine 
was not offered on any 1972 Chrysler 
products, it wasn't a Hemi-nor would 
it have been a Six Pack. 

Fast forward to 2002 with Sefton 
inspecting this Demon. The car really 
did appear in true "as new" condition! 
Sefton couldn't believe it. Paint finish 
was bright and original, the engine 
had never been touched, hoses and 
belts were original, the upholstery was 
original, carpets were original, the 
Goodyear tires were original, everything 
was original, save for the battery. The 
car looked like it should be in a new
car showroom. The microphone for the 
tape player-recorder was still in the box, 
wrapped in the original plastic bag as 
delivered from the factory. The window 

1 This view shows the power brake booster 
and master cylinder detail. Mounted nearby 
on the firewall is black-hued transistorized 
voltage regulator, new for 1971. Note the white 
line on the upper radiator hose and engine 
paint on the exhaust manifold. 

2 With only a tad over 2,900 miles, if you do 
the math, its only been driven an average of 
about 81 miles per year since new. The 150 mph 
speedometer is part of the Demon 340 package. 

3 H you didn't know better, you'd think you're 
looking at a fresh out of the box, NOS Chrysler 
alternator! 

4 The 850 cfm Carter Thermo-Quad featured a 
mineral fill phenolic resin (plastic) fuel howl, 
designed to insulate fuel from engine heat. 
This four-barrel carburetor featured 1½-inch 
diameter primary bores, 21/,-inch secondaries 
and special design O-ring jets. 

5 This view shows the down-swept exhaust 
manifold, heater hose markings and yellow 
stripe on the lower radiator hose. 

6 Paint splat on the firewall was an inspection 
mark and replication of the paint pattern is 
desirable for"over the top"restos! Note globs 
of untidy body sealant. 

sticker, original title and Broadcast 
Sheet were there; even the radiator cap 
anti-freeze tag was included. (The real 
one that came with the car, not one from 
a catalog.) 

Under the hood the engine was 
basically untouched by human 
hands ( other than the workers on 
the Hamtramck assembly line in 
1971). Orange paint was where it was 
supposed to be. The clamps, wires and 
fittings all were as delivered back in 
1971. Only the Mopar fuel filter was 
changed! People who restore cars talk 
about "time capsule" machines-this 
one really is. 

The nation's "do-gooders"weren't 
too pleased with the "devil theme" 
of the car and its advertising, and a 
flurry of complaints went to Chrysler. 
By 1973, Demons were gone and the 
replacements were knows as "Dart 
Sport" models, a name change albeit 
with new taillights and restyled front 
end, including federally mandated 
energy-absorbing bumpers. Dart 
Sport was not "offensive" to anyone; 
many felt it boring in comparison. 

Dodge Demon was a two-year 
car, 1971 and 1972, and the outside 
visual differences between them 

7 One of the few things replaced is the fuel 
filter, hut it remains somewhat true to the 
original, carrying the Mopar logo. 

8 Included in these codes is "E55" for 340cid 
engine, "VlW" for Vinyl Roof, White and 
"LM29" for Dart Demon. 

9 This was state-of-the-art in 1971! Its design 
allowed driver or passenger to record his or 
her own voice through the mike, promoted 
as being "especially valuable to business 
and professional people who wish to dictate 
enroute to the office!'Multi-tasking with the 
help of your friendly Dodge Dealer! 

10 These new-car booklets were found inside 
the glovehox, and they look as though 
they were printed yesterday-hut they're 
originals! 

11 Here's the car's Broadcast Sheet. Note 
the lack of seat spring marks, this one 
was found elsewhere on the vehicle and 
beautifully preserved. 

12 Note the air hubbies and various wrinkles 
as installed by the factory workers. This is 
the "correct" way to apply these jacking 
instruction stickers for restorers after 100 
percent factory appearance. 

are grilles, parking lamps, and side 
marker lights. Electronic Ignition was 
made available in '72, but 360 heads 
(smaller intake valves) on the 340 
engine, downgraded it to 240 hp. In 
stock form, the 1971 Demon 340 is the 
most potent and sought after today, 
but so are '72 versions even with less 
power output. These Dodge A-Body 
cars have character! One thing that 
remains a mystery on this car is the lack 
of documentation on the front and rear 
bumper guards. They don't appear on 
the Broadcast Sheet or window sticker. 
They could be dealer-installed or a 
parts department sale with owner 
installation. Or a factory mistake! 

Bill starts up the car about once a 
month and moves it around his garage/ 
showroom as needed, but you're not 
going to see it cruising the boulevard 
anytime soon. It's just too rare a 
specimen. The condition of the car 
makes for a great study of how other 
Mopars of the era should be restored, 
if the goal is to be "authentic." If not 
for Mr. John Sweeney buying the car, 
then soon parking it all those years 
ago, none of us would be scrutinizing it 
today. Bill Sefton is preserving the car, 
as he should. ■ 
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