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B 
ill Sefton is a man on a seem
ingly holy quest. A little over 
a decade ago, Bill became 
enamored with A-body 
Mopars while most guys were 

looking to Hemi cars and things with wings. 
Bill saw the Darts, Demons, and Dusters for 
the extremely cool bargain basement flyers 
that they were and realized most enthusiasts 
were missing the boat. These days, the 
world has awakened to the fact that a 340 
Duster is usually just as fast through the 
quarter as a stock Hernicuda, so Bill faces 
more spirited competition finding cars now. 
That hasn't deterred him from his quest to 
round up as many of the potent A-bombs as 
possible, as his collection now includes 
some forty-one cars! Among those forty
one machines you'll find both known sur
viving Hemi Under Glass Barracuda wheel
standers, a large number of unrestored sur
vivors, and no less than five Mr. Norm's 
GSS cars. Obviously, this month we're 
turning the spotlight on the freshest restora
tion in the fleet, and what is perhaps the 
most fantastic looking supercharged GSS 
'72 Demon we've ever seen. 

For the benefit of those who may 
not be well versed in Demonology, we'll do 
a brief history lesson. The slightly more 
upscale Dodge cousin of the Plymouth 
Duster, the Demon 340 proved to be a show
room failure. Introduced a year behind the 

Duster 340, the Demon was more 
aggressively styled, but there was con

troversy about the car's name and the 
timing of its introduction (as a 1971 
model) was terrible. The Demon 
340 barely sold 10,000 units its 
first year out. For 1972, sales 
dipped to 8,700 cars, which 
prompted Dodge to drop it like a 
hot rock. Since the model sur
vived only two years, finding 
any Demon 340 is difficult. 
Even harder is finding some
thing as exotic as a super
charged Mr. Norm's GSS 
Demon. 

With insurance rates 
killing high horsepower 
cars off after 1971 , the 

famed Mr. Norm's Grand 
Spaulding Dodge in Chicago 

started looking hard at the Demon as soon 
as the first models arrived. Since this was 
an inexpensive small car with a small block 
V-8, insurance companies didn't see them as 
a major threat. Thus, Mr. Norm's started 
modifying Demons with Six Pack intakes in 
1971 and rebadged them as "GSS" Demons 
(Grand Spaulding Sport). The 340 Six Pack 
GSS Demons were unreal quick, capable of 
mid-thirteen quarters with ease, making 
them among the fastest over-the-counter 
new cars available in 1971. 

By the later part of 1971, Mr. 
Norm's had kicked the GSS Demon up a bit 
by offering them with Paxton superchargers. 
The blown GSS Demons from Mr. Norm's 
definitely set the benchmark as to just how 
far a dealership would go to market a seri
ous performance car. Thanks to the limited 
availability of the Paxton blowers, the 
amount of time it took to convert one of 
these cars, and the cost of buying one, the 
production figures on supercharged GSS 
Demons was extremely low. The original 
records from Mr. Norm's on how many 
were built are long gone, but Norm Kraus 
himself and other experts pin the number of 
GSS Demons at somewhere between 100 
and 200 units (for both 1971 and 1972). 

The ultra rare Corporate Blue 
(Petty Blue) '72 GSS Demon shown here 
joined Bill's fleet a little over three years 
ago. Its acquisition is a bit humorous as Bill 
had just had surgery earlier in the day and 
was in recovery and heavily juiced up on 
morphine while he worked out the deal to 
buy the car! Talk about a dedicated Mopar 
guy, eh? Just because you're in post-op 

doesn't mean you can 'T wheel and deal on 
old cars. All that aside, Bill had found out 
about the Demon a few days before going 
under the knife but as he lay there recover
ing, the thought of letting such a rare car get 
away overcame him and he had to act. 
That's the mark of a true enthusiast. 

Bill's Petty Blue GSS is an oddity 
even among oddities. While there's no such 
thing as a common GSS, this is the only 
known example which left the factory wear
ing the glowing Corporate Blue paint. It's 
also a verified original Paxton supercharger 
GSS car, which makes it one of only a hand
ful bolted together. Aside from that, this 
one originally wore painted rear window 
louvers! No joke, this one had fiberglass 
rear window louvers on it when new, com
plete with a Chrysler part number on them 
and everything - anyone ever seen that 
before on any other Demon? We'll have 
more on the louvers in a moment, but first 
things first. 

The early history of the Demon 
remains a bit of a mystery. The originaJ 
owner's identity isn't known, nor is any
thing else about the first decade of the car's 
life. Somehow, the Demon wound up in 
Colorado in the late 1970s or early 1980s 
and spent the majority of its days zipping 
around in the land of snow and mountains. 
Typical of most Paxton supercharged cars, 
the original blower apparently didn't remain 
on the car for long. Tuning and caring for a 
centrifugal blown 340 was never an easy 
task, so most of these cars bolted together at 
Mr. Norm's met an untimely demise. Local 
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mechanics pad nightmares with 
these things and the additional 
pressure applied to the small 
blocks led to a lot of premature 
340 deaths. This appears to 
have been the case with this 
particular Demon as well, as 
the supercharger and original 
engine were already gone 
when it arrived in Colorado. 

Throughout its time in 
Colorado, Bill's Demon was 
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owned by one guy, who remains a fanatical 
devotee of the car to this day. After having 
driven it for years, he parked the Demon as 
rust and aging began taking a heavy toll, 
intending to restore the car to its former 
glory eventually. He knew the car was spe
cial, be knew it was a Mr. Norm's car, but 
regrettably, he never gained the upper hand 
financially to get a grip on restoring the 
quickly decaying Dodge. Realizing he was 
fighting a losing battle, the car's longtime 
owner decided to sell to a broker shortly 
before Bill came upon the scene. The 
Demon flipped owners twice within a 
month, and that's when Bill Sefton caught 
word that the rare GSS Demon was on the 
market. Thankfully, the Colorado owner 
was easy to contact and he's been a wealth 
of information about the car and will be 
revealed as something of a hero by the end 
of our tale. 

Bill's a big fan of Nostalgia Lane 
in Machesney Park, Illinois, as they've 
restored several of his cars before and cur
rently have several others under construc
tion. That being the case, the GSS Demon 
was shipped directly to Nostalgia Lane 
where the crew could take stock of just 
what they had to work with. At first, Bill 
began to wonder if buying a car while high 
on morphine had been such a good idea. 
The little Demon needed just about every
thing. The rust problems were typical; the 
lower quai.1ers were shot, the trunk floor 

was rotten, and there were scattered little 
holes from stem to stern. Obviously, this 
one had been driven quite a bit, as there 
were a number of dings and dents to 
contend with, and the chrome and alu
minum revealed it had spent most of its 
life outdoors. The interior was com
pletely shagged and the 340 hadn't run 
in ages.: The picture was far from rosy. 
Still, anare as this ope is, the boys had 
no doubt a full rotisserie restoration was 
in order. Within the week, the car was 
completely disassembled and sitting on 
the jig in Nostalgia Lane's sprawling 
facility for a complete rebuild. 

Rounding up parts for the 
Demon began a year-long obsession for 
Bill, but his parts hunting led him to a 
fantastic connection. Craig Connelly of 
Paradise Wheels in California had pur
chased a great deal of Paxton's leftover 
stock when the company got out of the 
blower business. Bill was blown away 
(pun intended) when he discovered that 
Craig had two complete correct vintage 
Paxton superchargers for this car, literal
ly brand new NOS in the boxes! 
Needless to say, Bill bought both of 
them. Better still, since Craig's a super
charger guy, he went through the NOS 
blowers and installed new seals to 
ensure they would work properly since 
he knew Bill intended to put these long 
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dormant wheezers to use. How cool 
of a find was that? 

Greatly aiding in the restoration of 
the Petty Blue GSS was Bill's untouched 
survivor supercharged GSS Demon (yes, he 
has another one). This unrestored car was 
used as a template by Nostalgia Lane to get 
every little detail, both mechanically and 
cosmetically, correct from stem to stem. 
Doing everything in house, they put the 
complicated little 340 together perfectly and 

for yourself. 

by the spring of 2005, the 
little GSS was whistling 
again for the first time in 
probably thirty years. A 
full two years in the mak
ing, this was certainly a 
restoration worth waiting 
for, as you can plainly see 

Finished up the month before the 
2005 Belvedere, Illinois show, Bill's 
Demon made its show debut there. It was a 
historic occasion because Mr. Norm Kraus 
himself was on hand as well. This marked 
the first time Mr. Norm had laid eyes on the 
car since 1972 and it was a remarkable 
reunion to say the least. Having acquired a 
number of Mr. Norm cars, Bill struck up a 
close friendship with Norm Kraus years 
ago, but the reunion of this unusual car and 
the man who created the whole breed was 
an event everyone in attendance was glad to 
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have witnessed. In fact, there are plans 
afoot to have the Demon displayed with Mr. 
Norm at several other major Mopar events 
in the coming years, so you might want to 
keep a sharp eye out for these two. 

Of course, what you're looking at 
is a pristine ground-up restoration, but at the 
time of this writing and when these photos 
were taken, Bill couldn't consider the car 
finished. Remember those window louvers 
we mentioned earlier? As you can see, the 
car isn't wearing the rare window louvers in 
our photos, but it will be wearing its origi
nal louvers come the next show season. The 
fellow in Colorado who owned the Demon 
most of its life had kept the rear window 
louvers stashed away in his garage, know
ing they were worth a pretty penny. Bill's 
initial efforts to buy the louvers met with 
repeated failure, so he had pretty much writ
ten them off as lost for good. Once the 
Colorado owner saw the photos of how nice 
his beloved Demon had turned out, he 
immediately offered the louvers to Bill, 
realizing the car deserved them back regard
less of their market value - another true 
enthusiast. 

If anyone out there knows the early 
history of this particular Demon, please drop 
us a line because there's something Bill 
would really like to know about. When the 
car arrived at Nostalgia Lane, they expected 
floor rust, but the floors were surprisingly 
solid. However, the floor pans were badly 
dented, from underneath, on both sides! The 
damage had obviously been there for ages 
and looked to have been done when the car 
was fairly new. Naturally, they repaired the 
dented floors during the restoration, but the 
mystery remains; how do you beat the devil 
out of floor pans like that? Enquiring minds 
want to know! ffi 

T ri-State Dragway played host to 
the third leg of the MCG Points 

Series and the last event for Jeff 
Johnson as owner of the Chrysler 
Classic. As Jeff worked hard to make 
sure his last show was a good one, 
Mother Nature was working to make 
sure it was a hot one, as the track tem
perature hit a reported 138 degrees! 

Saturday night's box gambler's 
race was a father versus son match as 
Lonnie Smith defeated father Larry 
Smith by running a 6.494 on a 6.49 dial
in. The no-box winner, Jerry Lower Jr., 
also took home the award for Best 
Appearing Race Car. Super Stock 
class winners were; Roger Moore - AA, 
Tom Orlando - BA, Danny Smith - DA, 
and Michael Raddish - EA. Class hon
ors in Max Wedge went to; Roger Webb 
- A, Ken Betzel - B, Tim Helmick - C, Bill 
Krause - D, Bill Krause Jr. - E, and Roy 
Dean - F 

Sunday started with Jim 
Yount's '69 GTX Hemi four-speed win
ning "Best of Show" and ended when 
Danny Smith turned on the red light 
against Roger Moore in the finals of the 
Western Plastics' Hemi Super Stock 
Eliminator. Brian Newport won Super 
Pro, Darren Heigle defeated Larry 
Pawluck on a holeshot in Pro. Brian 
Hendrickson couldn't wait any longer, 
as he red lighted in the finals of 
Sportsman against Ronnie Jones, who 
had a six second head start. The Slant 
Six Shootout went to Rodney Hargis in 
his '62 Dart. Jim "TTI" Guy made a 
return trip to the Max Wedge final and 
came out victorious against the always
tough Tim Helmick. 

As the Chrysler Classic heads 
to Norwalk for the fourth leg of the 
series, championships in every class 
are still up for grabs. So, check your 
next Mopar Collector's Guide for 
updates on all the action! 
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