


I 
t is something of a rare thing 
when a magazine features the 
same car twice, but once in a 
while, we find ourselves faced 
with something quite extraordi-

nary. The triple black '71 Challenger 
R/T on these pages may look familiar 
to MCG veterans, and for good reason. 
Back in our November 2005 issue, we 
featured this exact same car in a four
page layout. At that time, the Chal
lenger was a magnificent OEM con
cours quality, stone stock restoration 
owned by Dan Kisiel in the picturesque 
community of Carefree, Arizona. F.or 
those who missed that article, we'll 
rehash a bit of the Challenger's history. 

Dan was born and raised in 
Chicago before migrating to Arizona, 
so he grew up around the muscle car 
hysteria which gripped the Windy City. 
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Always a Mopar guy, Dan found an 
extremely tired black-on-black-on
black '71 340 R/T Challenger resting in 
Los Angeles. Still a running and driving 
car, the old warhorse was just plain 
worn out, however, since it was an all 
matching numbers, heavily optioned, 
triple black '71 R/T, Dan couldn't pass it 
up and decided to embark on a "driver'' 
quality restoration. Teamed up with his 
friend Dennis Miller, Dan and Dennis 
went a little berserk once the 340 was 
rebuilt and ready for installation again. 
The focus of the operation rapidly shift
ed from making the car a cruiser to 
making this rarity a show-stopping bit 
of perfection. The option list on the E
body is what mandated the shift in 
restoration philosophy regarding its 
revival. 

This one left the factory with a 

340 hooked to a console mounted Pis
tol Grip four-speed and a 3.23 Sure 
Grip rear end. There were factory 15" 
Rallye wheels with F60-15 Polyglas 
tires, dual chrome mirrors, a Rallye 
instrument cluster, power steering, 
power disc brakes, wheel opening 
mouldings, the pedal dress up pack
age, and of course, it was factory black 
with matte black stripes, a black interi
or, and a black vinyl top. Given those 
options, there's little doubt this is a one
of-one machine, depending on what 
you consider to be major options, but, 
just given the raw data, only 313 four
speed 340 Challenger R/Ts were built 
in 1971, so that, in itself, puts the E
body in the same rarity category as a 
lot of Hemi cars and things with large 
wings on the back. 

As we outlined in our 2005 
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article, once Dan had finished with the 
primo restoration of the Challenger, 
something extremely unexpected 
occurred. After sinking two years into 
the restoration, and a boat load of 
money, the car did indeed clean up on 
the West Coast show circuit, winning 
trophies and awards all over the 
place. That's not the unexpected part, 
however. What was unexpected was 
the outpouring of negative comments 
from supposed Mopar fanatics 
because this was "only" a 340 car. At 
show after show, despite the gor
geous restoration, Dan heard over 
and over again "too bad it's only a 
340." Finally, this caught ·up with the 
boy and he contemplated dropping a 
Crate Hemi into the rarity just to shut 
people up. Maybe then, in addition to 
that, he could enjoy driving the car. 
But, before all that could happen, fate 
intervened and collector Bill Sefton 
over in Phoenix stepped up wanting to 
buy the sinister, black machine. Bill 
wrote the check, added the gorgeous, 
black Challenger to his fleet, and 
there it remained, strictly a show car, 
until a couple of months ago. 

As anyone who · knows Bill 
Sefton is fully aware, he's a guy who 
likes to enjoy his old Mopars. There 
are some he uses strictly for shows 
due to their historical significance, but 
he likes to get out on the open road 
with his old cars, too. After he 
acquired the prototype Modern Mus
cle 'Cuda built by Time Machines 
down in Hudson, Florida last year, 
Bill's appetite for old school looks and 
modern technology was seriously 
stoked up. Bill's known Time 
Machine's owner Mike Staveski for 
ages, and they've teamed up for a 
number of restoration and hot rod 
projects, so once Mike began explain
ing the shop's line of new pieces and 

parts in their "Modern Muscle" line, it 
didn't takt".ong for cogs to start turn
ing in Bilf s head. 

The concept behind the 
Modern Muscle components line from 
Time Machines is extremely simple, 
but it's hardly something they entered 
into lightly. The idea was to develop a 
line of modern, high-tech components 
that would allow the average, every
day guy out there the ability to trans
form his stone stock old Mopar into a 
modern Pro Touring car or G
machine. Furthermore, these 
changes had to be made so that 
installing the components wouldn't 
permanently or adversely affect the 
car itself. Mike didn't want the parts to 

be anything that would destroy an old 
Mopar's originality, or make it cost-prohib
itive to return to stock condition if a future 
owner wanted to. As such, all the compo
nents had to be true bolt-in or bolt-on 
pieces. Given what they wanted to do, 
that wasn't an easy goal to accomplish, 
but, after years of research and develop
ment, the Time Machines crew had the 
parts in hand that they believed could do 
thejob. All they needed was a guinea pig 
to try the stuff out on. Naturally, once this 
was mentioned to Bill, he scanned the col
lection and his eyes settled on the triple 
black Challenger R/T. If this thing could be 
transformed into a Modern Muscle cruiser 
without screwing up its originality, that 
would be proof positive that the stuff from 
Florida works. So, with great courage, Bill 
handed over the rare Challenger, and 
Mike's crew took a collective deep breath 
and dove into the operation. 

Before all you purists out there go 
berserk, be advised right here, the entire 
point of these conversions is to prevent 
purists from going berserk. In recent 
years, a lot of decent cars have been 
hacked up and heavily modified by shops 
across the country to transform them into 
modern luxury hot rods. In almost all of 
those cases, there's no way anyone could 
ever practically transform those cars back 
to stock condition given the extensive 
modifications. With Bill's Challenger, 
you're going to be amazed at what was 
done, how it was done, and how quickly it 
was done. Working carefully not to dam
age the immaculate paint and interior, the 
shop yanked the original 340 and trans
mission, pulled out the front suspension, 
the K-member, and then they proceeded 
to the rear springs and the original 8-3/4" 
rear. As scary as all that sounds, remem
ber, each and every one of those assem
blies goes on with simple spins of a 
wrench. Once all the original components 
were carefully packed away, the Modern 
Muscle pieces came into view. 

Up front, the guys bolted an 
entirely new tubular steel K-member in 
place, followed by tubular A-arms, a power 
rack & pinion steering assembly, and 
AFCO adjustable coil over shocks. Where 
the leaf springs once resided, there's now 
a Modern Muscle bolt-in, four-link assem
bly with AFCO coil over shocks holding a 
modified 8-3/4" rear with 4.1 0 gears. 
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SSBC 12" disc brakes reside on all 
four comers for incredible stopping 
power. thanks to the pressure brought 
to bear in a billet aluminum master 
cylinder. 

The original 340 gave way to 
a computer controlled Time Machines' 
built 6.1 Modem Muscle Hemi which 
sports the first of their incredible new 
stack-type fuel injection intakes. Their 
initial Modem Muscle 'Cuda convert
ible used a heavily modified Hilborn 
injector intake, but the unit on the 
Challenger is the first made-to-order, 
aD new intake and stack system. To 
accomplish this retro-looking piece, 

Time Machines joined forces with fuel 
injection genius Bob Ream at Imagine 
Injection, and what you're looking at is 
a seriously major breakthrough in 
feeding a new Hemi. Once everything 
was bolted together, the 6.1 Hemi 
dyno'd at 597 horses and it gets along 
just fine on plain old pump gas. The 
exhaust gasses exit via a set of 
ceramic coated m headers flowing 
into a 3" m exhaust system. Backing 
up the Hemi is a Passon overdrive 
tranny, making highway cruising 
chores literally a breeze. 

To complete the modem Pro 

Touring look. Time Machines installed 
a set of their new Modem Muscle bil
let aluminum pentastar wheels, with 
18x10s out back and 17x7s up front. 
No, despite what you're thinking, the 
car hasn1 been tubbed or cut. what 
you're looking at is sitting inside stock 
wheel housings. Who would've 
thought that a stock E-body wheel 
house could hold 285/30/18 
BFGoodrich radials out back? On the 
north end, those are 245/40/17s, and 
everything moves without bumping 
into anything else. 

Here's the big surprise about 
the whole operation. Start to finish. 
from stone stock concours Challenger 
to state-of-the-art Pro Tourer, the work 
was done in less than two weeks. 
What took so long? This was the first 
one the guys did, so they wanted to 
take their time and get it right! No kid
ding, with a properly equipped shop, 
you could convert any stock E-body 
into one of these in a week, two weeks 
tops. Better stitl, once you're tired of 
the Pro Touring route, or want to enter 
the OEM stock class at the big show 
over the summer, in a week's time, the 
car can be returned to bone stock con-

dition, again, and no one will ever 
know how much fun you've been hav
ing. You want the best of both 
wor1ds? Who says you can1 have it? 

The Modem Muscle compo
nents from Time Machines are avail
able individually, or you can purchase 
an entire kit to transform your old 
Mopar. Mike and his guys are easy to 
work with; whatever you're aiming for, 
they've got combinations that wm 
work for you. And, this isn1 only an E
body thing either; they've got front 
suspension kits available for A-bod-

ies, B-bocfies, and E-bodies. Cur
rently, the four-link rears are only 
available for E-bodies, but give 'em 
time, they're working on the others. 
As for the other components, obvious
ly, they1I work with any old Mopars, 
not just Challengers or 'Cudas. 

As for Bill, he's driving the 
wheels off this thing as of this writing, 
so, if you live anywhere near Phoenix, 
odds are you've already seen this 
thing somewhere. Congrats to Mice 
and the guys at Tame Machines for 
once again being on the cuttng edge, 
and congrats to Bil, as wel, for hav
ing the courage to let them experi
ment on something as inaedibly cool 
as this rare M: Watch for a lot more 
Modem Muscle coming soon to a 
drive-in near you! • 
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