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lectors. What we're about to reveal will 
both shock and disappoint you (all at 
the same time), as had Chrysler built 
this package. it would've probably 
been one of the greatest Super Stock 
cars of all time. 

The evidence presented here 
clearly shows that the Dodge Division 
was considering building fifty 440 pow
ered 1971 Demons for the NHRA 
SS/CA class. In an internal Chrysler 
memo, dated October 6, 1970, Tom 
Hoover, head of Chrysler's drag racing 
program, had proposed a 440 dual 
four-barrel Demon "to be built along the 
same lines of the 1968 GSS 440 Dart 
model." Here's what was on the table; 
a Demon 340 chassis with a 440+6 
short block topped off with the 1964 
Max Wedge cylinder heads, a cross 
ram intake, and a pair of Carter 3705S 
carburetors. The driveline would con
sist of a modified A727 TorqueFlite with 
an 8-3/4" rear axle and Super Stock 
001/002 rear leaf springs. The body 
would be all steel with a special hood 
that would've had either a twin or sin
gle scoop for fresh air. The interior 
would be the standard Super Stock 
fare, such as A-100 bucket seats with
out a heater, a radio, or a rear seat. 
Interesting enough, the door glass and 
crank mechanisms 
would've been pro
duction pieces 

due in part to the fact that this car 
would be running in a slightly heavier 
class than its Hemi cousins. 

Why would Chrysler even con
sider doing a package car in 1971? 
Good question! That's why we placed 
a call to the man who actually penned 
this proposal in the waning days of 
1970 - Tom Hoover. At first, we had to 
jog Tom's memory a bit because, after 
all, it was almost forty years ago and 
Tom's done an awful lot. But. in short 
order, Tom began to recall bits and 
pieces of the short-lived Demon drag 
racing package car. "It was to be a 
continuation of our package car pro
gram. We felt that our racers and 
Dodge could benefit from the pro
gram." Good point, because as the 
1970 NHRA season drew to a close, 
Chrysler had put a serious effort into 
the new Pro Stock class by dedicating 
a great deal of engine research and 
development (especially on Edelbrock 
and Weiand tunnel ram intakes and 
Holley Dominator carbs) on the 
Motown Missile. Data was then distrib
uted among the factory teams such as 
Sox & Martin, Landy, Grotheer, and a 
few others. However, none of this 
engine data was applicable to the 

Junior Stock and Super Stock racers 
running wedge, or Street Hemi combi
nations that were essentially the back
bone of Chrysler's racing program. 

Despite the Sox & Martin Pro 
Stock juggernaut in 1970, Hoover real
ized that a campaign to help save the 
wedge and enhance its image against 
the rat-motored Camaro and Chevelle 
was needed. Mopar was winning the 
big meets in Pro Stock, but the guys 
running 383 and 440 wedge engines at 
the local tracks were on their own 
when it came to new products. Hoover 
sat down at his desk to begin work on 
creating a new package car that would 
serve many purposes. 

First, it would increase 
Dodge's chance of winning a Super 
Stock championship in a current model 
vehicle. One must remember, in 1970, 
the '68 Hemi Barracudas and Darts 
were reclassified to SS/A and SS/M. 
The SS/B, SS/BA, SS/C, and SS/CA 
classes mainly consisted of the old 
tried-and-true 1964 and 1965 Race 
Hemi B-bodies, mixing it up with the 
lightweight 390 AMX S/S package, 
along with the ZL 1 Camaros. With "win 
on Sunday. sell on Monday" still having 
relevance during this era, Hoover, 
along with the other members of 
Chrysler's product planning/racing pro
grams, began to conceive this devilish 
little A-body Max Wedge combo. 

Secondly, the business case 
could now be made to retool the 
"518" casting Max Wedge head. It 
may surprise some of you that, even 
as early as 1970, new 426 Max 
Wedge heads had dried up. As Mr. 
Hoover would state in the program 
outline, "Retooling the 1964 
Maximum Performance cylinder 
heads will provide heads for our 
1962/1964 Junior Stock participants. 
These heads have been out of stock 
for some years and our existing 
1964's are badly deteriorated." This 
was another good point, as many 
Mopar racers. such as Tritak and 
Morgan, Al Corda, and Ted Flack, 
were still winning championships with 
the venerable 426 Max Wedges dur
ing this period. Hoover was smart to 
recognize that part of the tooling cost 
for the Max Wedge heads on the 
Demon Super Stocker would be 
recovered through aftermarket sales 
to racers and street enthusiasts. 

Stuffed between the inner 
fenders of the Super Stock Demon 
would've been the 1971 stock 440 Six 
Pack short block that Hoover speci
fied. The internals would be produc
tion components such as the stock 
hydraulic cam anci production flattop 
pistons with four valve reliefs. Since 
NHRA Super Stock rules for 1971 
allowed for more aggressive 
camshafts and alternate pistons, 
using a production .140 Six Pack short 
block would save costs because 
Hoover knew the customers would 
immediately change :hese parts dur
ing the engine blueprinting process. 

The heads ano intake would 
have been the production 1964 Max 
Wedge "518" castings. along with the 
cross ram aluminum intake topped off 
with Carter 3705S carburetors with 
(as Hoover calls them) "West Coast 
flame arresters." One would assume 
that these would be the production 
426 Race Hemi air horns. One gray 
area in the Demon package car was 
the exhaust system. Hoover. again. 
could not provide any details due to 
the fact the program never came to 
fruition, but one would guess that 
Hooker fender well headers would be 
used instead of trying to utilize the big 
block A-body exhaust manifolds. 

Another unknown is what type of • 
hood scoop would the Demon have? 
The production twin scoops, as found 
on the 1971 340 Demons, offer little 
to no air, and when a RB wedge with 
a Max Wedge cross ram is installed, 
there's virtually no carb-to-hood 
clearance. Knowing that many 
Chrysler Pro Stock racers started the 
1970 season with a derivative of the 
famous "Six Pack" scoop, the 
Chrysler Race Group would have 
probably utilized a similar scoop, con
structed out of aluminum and mount
ed on the production steel hood, just 
like the 1967 RO/WO cars. Again, 
the minimum weight for SS/CA didn't 
require extensive use of lightweight 
body panels, thus making the Demon 
more attractive from an engineering 
cost/timing standpoint. 

So, why did the Super Stock 
Demon get killed before it ever had a 
chance to be developed? According 
to Hoover, "We could see the writing 
on the wall by the end of 1970. The 
motorsports budgets were being 
reduced at significant levels for 1971, 
and with growing concerns over emi
sions. it was hard for the Dodge mar
keting folks to justify the investment." 
There were other issues also that 
prevented the Demon from coming to 
life. Hoover and his staff were 
focused on the Motown Missile, and 
with dwindling resources, felt it best 
to give the Pro Stock program their 
full attention. 

The story of the Demon 
Super Stocker would've been lost if it 
hadn't been for some investigation 
from some key individuals going 
through paperwork at Chrysler's 
archives. Now, Bill Sefton and Mike 
Staveski, teamed up with Tom 
Hoover, will create the Demon that 
never was. Through Nostalgia Lane 
in Chicago, they're going to replicate 
the Super Stock Max Wedge Demon 
as close to the factory specs as pos
sible. Doing accurate Mopar restora
tions is nothing new for Nostalgia 
Lane - they've completed hundreds of 
top-flight restorations. including some 
ultra-rare Mr. Norm's vehicles. 

Look for updates in future 
issues of MCG on this ultra-cool 
Super Stock Demon project. + 

Mopar muscle car specialists, 
we offer full or partial restoration 
services and a huge supply of 

restoration and replacement parts 
in stock . Just call or e-mail us with 
any of your restoration parts needs. 
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