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Arst restoration bags 
Mopar National's 1st 

place trophy! 

s ome cars were born to travel. That 
simple statement sums up the story 

behind this magnificent '70 Swinger 

340. Believe it or don't, this Plum Crazy 

Swinger braved the high seas and was sold 

new to a lucky serviceman in Hawaii in May, 
1970. 

That means it spent some time in 

the hold of a creaking freighter braving the 

high seas, then lived out most of its life in a 
climate that's far from conducive to preserv

ing a car. The salty and volcanic air of the 

islands has made survivors of that state few 

and far between. Somehow, for twelve years, 
this Swinger managed to brave the elements 

without so much as a blemish. 

In 1982, the original owner decided 

to ship it home to the States. Ordinarily, this 
would be a good thing for the car, but in this 

case, home happened to be Breckenridge, Min
nesota - again, not an area known for well 

preserved cars. Choosing to be a career mili
tary guy, the owner left the Dart with his 

father, stuffed it in a garage, and went back 

to Hawaii. 

In 1989, Mopar fanatic Rob War

den of Mounds View, MN, spotted an ad for 

an AAR 'Cuda in Breckenridge. Literally 

moments before he arrived to investigate, a 

man from the west coast got there and bought 
the AAR on the spot. Somewhat bummed at 

having driven that far only to miss out by a 
few hours, Rob was about to head home 

when the owner of the farm told him there 

was an old Dart in the barn that he also 

wanted to sell. Yes, the same guy had an 
AAR and a 340 Swinger stored at his dad's 

farm! 
At first, he was hardly impressed. 

The Swinger had a shoddy white paint job 
applied over its original purple, was wear

ing some godawful flaking chrome side pipes, 
and lookalike Centerline style wheels and 

fatso tires were keeping it off the ground. 

To complete the visual feast, racing stickers 

covered the quarter windows. 

The little machine hadn't left the 

barn since '82, and accordingly had the ex

pected dust and gunk on it. Amazingly though, 
only minor surface rust on the top was present. 
After having been exposed to salt air, then 

ice and snow, all its life, the quarters and 

floors were perfect! Rob found the original 

340 still had some life left in it, and when 

coupled with the four speed and 3.91 Sure 

Grip rear, he saw past the tackiness and 

saw only potential. 

Back home, Rob rolled up his 
sleeves for what he originally envisioned to 

be a basic restoration. As he fixed one thing, 

it made something else look bad. When he 

fixed that, something else looked worse. After 

a year of this, Rob knew what he had to do. 

Working in his garage, Rob tore 
the Swinger apart and began the long pro

cess of parts chasing and information gath

ering. He read everything ever printed about 

A-bodies and consulted every expert in the 

field. With the shell on a rotisserie, work 
progressed from the bottom up to make this 

one of the finest Darts in the country. 

The original engine was rebuilt to 

stock specs, save for a little trick headwork! 

a mild Purple Stripe cam. Externally, the 

340 was kept original in appearance. What's 

really cool is that Rob did practically every

thing himself. Of course, friends like Den
nis Kirchner and Jeff White helped with a 

lot of the glamourous work like scraping off 

old undercoating and such. 

Rob did all the bodywork, installed 

the new Legendary interior, built the en

gine, and even tried his hand at painting. 
After stripping the Dart to the bare metal 

and coming back up, he decided to paint it 

himself, in his garage, despite having never 

picked up a paint gun before in his life! 

When the purple hare settled, Rob learned 

he had no talent for painting! The next go

round, friend Bob Zupan came in and laid 

on a perfect base coat/clear coat of Plum 
Crazy. After 6½ years, the Swinger rolled 

out of the garage ready for anything. 

This one is done by the book with 

only one exception. Rob added the bright 

exhaust tips instead of leaving the turned 

down pipes required by Hawaii state law. 

Proof of how Rob's first-ever 

ground up ~storation turned out can be found 
in his trophy room. The Dart's won !st 

place in every show it's been in. It even 

won l st in class at the Mopar Nats. But, 

being a true Mopar guy, Rob's not one to 
make a trailer queen out of this phenom

enal restoration. He religiously makes a 
point of driving the Dart. He also spends a 

lot of time cleaning and waxing the under
belly to keep the dirt at bay. 

Personally, we can't wait to see 

how the next one turns out! >I< 
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