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> Kyle and Stacy Tucker of Detroit Speed 8c Engineering (DSE) brought 
out their'?O Camaro test car, as seen here leading Travis Huismann's 

Challenger, Jason Childress' Mustang, and Mario Matos' Porsche on the 
recon laps to get familiar with the track. 

At the Optima Batteries Ultimate Street Car 
Invitational, a Handful of the Country's Top 
Muscle Cars Are Put To the Test. 

By Rob Kinnan 
Photography: Wes Allison, Rob Kinnan, 
Steven Rupp, and Nick Licata 
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> Main: The end of the track sessions signaled the end of a first-year event that seems to have 
legs. If you have a car that can hang with the best, and you can get it to Nevada in November, 
email us at HOTROO@hotrod.com and we'll consider it. Until then, see you next year. 

> Top left: The cars were split into two groups so that wliile one group was on the road course 
(there was a gap between cars-it wasn't wheel-to-wheel), the other group was at the autocross. 

> Bottom left: There was no shortage of Camaros, but overall it was a pretty diverse group. 

> Below left: After registration and a short tech inspection, a drivers' meeting was held to go over 
the racetrack design l!Jld event logistics. 

> Below right: A jungle of pylons outlined the autocross course that tested each car's short game. 
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> Doug Schultz's '66 Fairlane got the top score 
in the build-quality judging. To be honest, we 
were shocked that Doug dragged this thing 
out to the track and started beating on it. With 
some subtle custom bodywork and full custom 
leather interior, the Fairlane looked like a 
trailer queen, but looks can be deceiving. Doug 
built the car himself, including the chassis that 
consists of Art Morrison rear framerails and 
bracing throughout, a modified Heidts Super 
Ride II front suspension, a Doug-built parallel 
four-link with a Watt's link in the rear, Baer 
brakes, and Boyds wheels with Michelin Pilot 
rubber. The motor is a Ford Motors port 514hp 
that Doug converted to ACCEL fuel injection, 
and he backed it with a Richmond six-speed. 
A Ron Davis aluminum radiator allows itto sit 
in traffic "all day long," according to Doug. The 
PPG Salsa Red and Titanium paint was done by 
Byers Custom and Restoration. 

Doug tells us, "I wanted to build a hot rod 
that retained some ofits muscle car heritage 
(big motor, manual trans, no frills), while 
bringing it into the 20th century with Air Ride, 
18s and 20s, and fuel injection. I wanted a 
clean, crisp, functional car." It was still in the 
break-in stage at our shootout, and break it 
did, shearing the roll pin in the distributor drive 
gear during the practice session. But we give 
Doug kudos for even having the guts to unload 
it off the trailer and mix it up with this group. 

> Air Ride's Bret Voelkel brought his com
pany's test car, the Velocity '68 Camaro. The 
F-body runs a World Products Warhawk 427ci 
LS motor and a Bowler4L65Ewith paddle 
shifters. Since he was a sp.onsor, Bret couldn't 
compete, but he nevertheless put the car on 
the track and had some fun with it. It did OK 
but didn't set the world on fire, thanks to losing 
Third and Fourth gears in the transmission. 
> You can win this car. It's the Air Ride Tech
nologies and Precision Coachworks-built '70 
Nova built for the annual Goodguys giveaway. 
With a 600-plus-horsepowerWorld Products 
427ci LS motor and a Bowler Transmissions 
4L65E, it runs hard, and the suspension
made up of Alston.Air Ride, and DSE-puts the 
stick to those Intro wheels and BFGtires. It 
performed well, but we think driver Ty Hauer 
may have been taking it easy so as not to hurt 
what will eventually be someone else's car. 
Plus, they had to drive it to Phoenix that night. 
> Stacy Tucker had obvious fun throwing 
her DSE test car through the autocross. This 
'70 Camaro is, as the name says, the mule 
fortheir second-gen Camaro parts, so it's no 
stranger to abuse. A Wegner Motorsports
built, L92-headed LS motor makes 615 hp, but 
it's the full-boat DSE suspension that made it a 
killer. With a time of 29.50 seconds, it was the 
quickest car through the autocross. 
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> Right: To compare the hot rods to some 
established track cars, Mario Matos brought 

out his ringer, this '04 Porsche GT3, essentially 
a street-legal factory race car. It was badass 

for sure and actually ran the quickest time 
through the autocross (by a full second) but 
was for exhibition only. It was not the fastest 
car on the road course, however. There were 

three hot rods quicker. 
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> Kevin Sittner's '68 G.T. 350 Mustang was set 
to lay the smack down, immediately running 
some seriously fast lap times, but something 
broke in the first track session, ending his day. 
His 1:53.2 lap time was the second quickest 
of the event, and there was another session 
to go. Unfortunately, he packed up and left 
before we had a chance to find out anymore 
about the car. 
> Consider Ron OeRaad's '68 Camara a her
etic, since it runs, of all things, a small-block 
Ford. Yeah, you read that right-a Ford in a 
Camaro. But this one has all the good parts 
and a pair ofintercooled lncon turbos feeding 
it to the tune of750 hp. Ron says it has run an 
11.60 at 127 mph "on 6-year-old Michelin Pilot 
Sport street tires, leaving at idle," so it was a 
serious contender for the 0-60-0 competition 
... had it happened. A Griggs Racing custom 
five-link rear suspension and Martz road race 
front clip make it handle to the tune of fifth 
fastest in the autocross. 
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> Bill Sefton and Mike Staverski from Time 
Machines in Florida are resurrecting the Mr. 
Norm's Garage name ( www.mrnormsgarage 
.com) to build old and new Chrysler muscle 
cars, and they brought out this '71 Challenger 
to show us the goods. The Dodge has a 6.1L 
late-model Hemi with an individual-runner EFI 
setup that makes 597 hp and is backed with 
a Passon A833 four-speed with overdrive and 
good old-fashioned 4.11:1 gears. The suspen
sion is Mr. Norm's Garage bolt-in hardware 
with a four-link and coilovers in back and a 
tubular K-memberwith coilovers in front. They 
beat on it, but it wasn't a world-beater. 
> Classic Design Concepts' George Huismann 
debuted his Group 2 Challenger at SEMA and 
won the '08 ChryslerSEMA award. We per
suaded him to bring it out to Spring Mountain, 
and he put his son, budding road race star Tra
vis, behind the wheel to see how much trouble 
he could get into. The kid did well, running two 
minutes flat on the road course and a 32.8 (3 
seconds off the top time I on the autocross. 
The car has a wide-body kit with composite 
front fenders and billboard rear flares with 
reworked wheel arches to look meaner and 
allow more rubber-up to 10 inches wide in the 
front and 12 inches in the rear. Front aerody
namic canards, a stainless wire mesh grille, an 
aluminum hood with a CDC shaker, and really 
cool sequential taillights are part of a package 
you can buy through CDC. 
> The Eyes Wide Open glare on Phil Gerber's 
'70 Chevelle (from his company, Roadster 
Shop, in Mundelein, Illinois) comes courtesy 
of BMW headlights, and the look-at-me paint 
is Porsche GT3 Green from PPG. Roadster Shop 
did the chassis using OSE front suspension 
( with big-dollar Penske remote reservoir 
double-adjustable coilovers) and a paral-
lel four-link rear with more Penske jewelry. 
A 630hp LS7 feeds a Viper six-speed and a 
9-inch with 3.70 gears. The car was under the 
2-minute mark on the track and only a second 
and a half off the winning autocross e.t., so it's 
a legit performance player. 
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If you've never been there, the SEMA show is filled with comments 
such as, "Have you seen the new intake at AFR?" or "Oh man, did 
you see this car ... :' One of the most talked about cars in the show 
was Jesse Greening's '71 Camaro that was on display in the Baer 
Brakes booth. Not only was the thing spectacular, but word got out 
early that he was going to thrash on it at our track day after the 
show, and people were losing their minds. 

The car is actually brutally simple, with Detroit Speed front and 
rear suspension, Greening Auto wheels that are l 9x8 in the front 
and 20xl0 in the rear with big Goodyears, and no real insane body 
modifications. The engine is a stock LS I with a T56 six-speed 
behind it, so it looks all the part of a nice, homebuilt, second-gen 
Camaro. But closer inspection reveals a custom interior and the 
deepest, blackest paint you've ever seen. It was the one car that 
nobody thought would be beat on, and yet it was. The car was new, 
so it didn't do well in the performance part of the shootout, but 
Jesse earned a Second Place finish in styling and our vote for possi
bly the nicest car of the whole deal. 
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> Jesse Greening's Camara only managed a 2:13.6 on the road course, 
which was way off the pace. But it was a brand-new car that hadn't even 
turned a tire prior to our shootout. 

RIGHT, TOP TO BOTOM: 
> The engine is a stock LS1 from GM Perfor
mance Parts but with a Comp Cams stick and 
Street and Performance headers with Flow
master mufflers. 

> Just take a minute and study some of the 
detail here. 

> The stock interior theme was left alone but 
augmented with modern touches. Again, look 
at this for a while and see where the changes 
from stock are. 



> Right: Every car guy knows Steve McOueen. He's the hero in the 
movie Bullitt ( among others), a film so epic it has inspired even Ford 
Motor Co. to create a tribute car twice now. Well, you're looking atthe 
most faithful reproduction of the original Bullitt '68 Mustang ever 
built. And as it happens, this car is owned by Steve's own son, Chad 
McOueen. Built by Jason Childress and crew at Gateway Classic 
Mustang, the '67 is as faithful a reproduction of the original movie 
car as has ever been done. Jason and Chad studied never-before
seen movie outtakes from the original Bullitt film to make sure they 
built a faithful reproduction of the original car, and it looks spot-on. 
Obviously, Jason wasn't beating on it that hard, since the car was 
brand-new, and it wasn't even close to finishing in the points for the 
shootout, but still ... what a cool car. 
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> Left: James Shipka's '67 
Camaro, labeled the One Lap 
car (forCar&Driver's One Lap of 
America event). was parked right 
behind Doug Schultz's Fairlane 
during the SEMA show and was 
on!! car we were looking forward 
to watching run. While it got good 
points in the style judging, it 
got killed in the performance 
events. It was a brand-new, 
untested car, and brake and 
transmission gremlins hampered 
its performance. 
> Lower left: Cobra seats are the 
dominant presence in the custom 
interior, as is the second-gen con
sole and custom dash. 

-ir6lwhen you're ready to 
wire your rod, or rewire your 
muscle car or classic truck, 
consider the true costs. You 
want a harness that is easy 
to install right the first time. 

raxl You'll want the very 
best quality wire, terminals, 
fuse block and components. 

Doing the job once is the best time 
saver. Painless harnesses feature the 
highest quality thermal-cross/ink TXL 
polyethylene wire rated to 275 degrees 
- twice the voltage rating of standard 
GPT wire. 

All splices and crimps are applied 
with state-of-the-art Packard™ and 
AMP"' presses for maximum re/iabllity. 

Painless harnesses have always featured pre-terminated 
fuse blocks that save hours of assembly, assure reliable 
connections and easier routing. 

Harness wires are grouped and tie-wrapped to simplify 
routing and each wire has its function printed the entire 
length for accuracy. 

All the terminals and connectors, fuses, flasher and 
grommets you'll need are in the kit. You don't have to 
waste time chasing additional parts. 
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~ MadeWith 
Pride 

In The USA 

-ff•llll#You want to have the absolute 
confidence that your installed harness 
will perform well for as long as you own 
the vehicle. What you want is Painless. 

Every Painless harness is engineered from the 
start to support the demands of high performance 
electrical systems, upgrades and accessories you 
want in your car. 

Painless stands behind every wiring harness with 
nineteen years of customer satisfaction and an 
exclusive lifetime guarantee. Why settle for Jess? 



> OK, I'll admit it. I'm not supposed to break through the wall and write 
in first person, but my favorite car of the whole event was without a 
doubt Scott Mercer's '69 Corvette, built by Campbell Auto Restoration 
in Campbell, California. This thing reminded me of a model I built when I 
was 7 years old, and it sounded just like I hoped it would-all big-block, 
side-piped fury. This thing was sweet, and it finished the event in Second 
Place overall. The body has FIA-style 
fender flairs and headlights, an LBB hood, 
a Raydot side mirror, and custom Glasurit blue 
and white paint with a red strobe stripe. 

> The car's owner is 6 feet 5 inches tall, so some custom interior work 
was required. The foot boxes were extended, the backrests on the seat 
were fixed, and the door bars for the 'cage were built into the doors (note 
the quick-disconnect of the upper bar]. 
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> The motor in Mercer's Vette is an all-aluminum 540 with Brodix heads 
and a Kinsler cross-ram EFI setup controlled with an ACCEL Gen 7 com
puter. It makes 809 hp and a whole ton of noise out of the side pipes. It 
shifts gears through a trick Quaife sequential six-speed. 

The Lincoln Group of Automotive Schools 

RMI Tralnln• RMI Skills for IHI People 
· With over 150 years of combined technical training experience, Lincoln 
and NADC have successfully delivered professionally skilled graduates 
to the automotive and diesel industries. 

· Make yourself more marketable to dealerships and bodyshops by getting 
the necessary skills needed to work on a variety of cars and trucks. 
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I TOP INSETS: 
> Bad Penny's motor is a 402ci LS with a Lunati stroker crank, Wiseco pistons, 
and Tony Mamo-ported AFR 205 heads sucking through a FAST intake and 
getting fed by 36-lb/hr injectors. Other details include a Meziere electric water 
pump, a Powermaster alternator, an F-body power steering pump blueprinted 
by Turn OJ1e Steering, a Canton road race F-body oil pan, and an Aeromotive 
regulator and filters working with a Fuel Safe 18-gallon, bladder-style fuel cell. 
The engine makes 516 hp at 6,100 rpm and 534 lb-ft at4,800. 
> Recato seats sit between the twin-door bars of the 'cage that existed when 
Stev1m got the ex-drag car. Stewart Warner gauges, a Racepak data-acquisition 
system, and a Safecraft fire system complete the interior amenities. 
> Wilh Mary and David Pozzi flanking them, Optima Batteries' Cam Douglass 
congratulates Steven Rupp on his winning of the inaugural Optima Batteries 
Ultimate Street Car Shootout. 
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THE WINNER! 
STEVEN RUPP'S 
BAD PENNY CAMARO 
> This pains us to even report, but 
the winner of the Optima Batteries 
Ultimate Street Car Invitational, 
presented by HOT ROD magazine, is 
actually a project car from Popular 
Hot Rodding. That's right, Steven 
Rupp, now the technical editor of 
Camaro Performers magazine, built 
his Bad Penny Camara in the pages 
of PHR, and he came to Spring Moun
tain with a ringer for a driver. Mary 
Pozzi, the '08 SCCA Solo national 
champion, did the driving in Bad 
Penny and was clearly the quick
est, smoothest, and cleanest driver 
among all those who ventured 
behind the wheel. Only Kyle Tucker 
could beat her in the autocross, 
but even the DSE matron domo was 
a good 5 seconds behind the Bad 
Penny Camaro on the open track. 

Steven is a regular on Lateral-g 
.net, a popular Pro Touring website, 
so it's no surprise that his Camara 
is built for track days. When we 
asked him what it ran in the quarter
mile, he said, "That's not how she 
rolls." Fair enough. A 402ci LS2 that 
makes 561 hp is enough to make it 
fast, but the real story behind this 
car is in the chassis. Steven con• 
verted the former drag car to a 
corner-carverwith a Lateral Dynam
ics three-link with a Watt's link 
in the rear(with custom-valved 
Bilstein coil overs and 300-lb/ 
in springs) and a 21st Century 
Street Machines front subframe 
that uses CS Corvette control arms 
and spindles and an AGR rack, 
Bilstein shocks, and a Speedway 
1-inch solid sway bar. The hood is 
a 17-pound carbon-fiber deal from 
Anvil Auto, and the interior has all 
the goodies, including a Safecraft 
fire system and a Racepak GPS 
data system. 

What makes Steven's car more 
interesting is he drove it from Los 
Angeles to Las Vegas for the SEMA 
show, then from Vegas to our track 
day, beat on it all day long, then 
drove it back to Vegas that night. He 
said, "It was on the same alignment 
I run on the street, same tires I drive 
on the street. In fact, besides put
ting on my 17-inch track wheels, it's 
exactly the same way I drive it on 
the street." 

HOT ROD MARCH 2009 65 


