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Mr. Norm's Demon 

ot Some Speed'? "GSS'' may 
not be an acronym for that 
question, but it is a question 
that Mike and Victoria 

Sylvester can answer "Yes'' to with their 
tmrestored, supercharger-spinning 1972 
Dodge Demon GSS (Grand Spaulding 
Sport) built courtesy of Mopar perform
ance idol "'Mr. Norm" Kraus. 

The Chicago dealer, famous for 
adding extra bite to Dodge products 

through his Grand Spautding Dodge 
dealership in the muscle car !:ra, waved 
his magic crankshaft on the Sylvesters' 
IDemon and 49 or 50 others to answer 
performance needs in a time of d~creas
ing compression ratios caused by strin
gent emissions standards. Mr. Norm's 
efforts would close out the muscle car 
era. Thanks to him, it went out with a 
blast. 

Sylvester's GSShails from the·second 

year M-r. Norm built the potent model in 
his dealership. The first 1971 models 
packed the already-brutal small-block 
340-cid V-8, but Mr. Norm replaced the 
four--barrel carburetor and manifold with 
a six-pack set-up to raise the horsepower 
from 275 to 290. 

When the 340 V-8's compliession 
dove from 10.0:1 in 1971 to 8.5:J in 
1972, Mr. Norm had to get serious in 
order to maintain the performanct: 

SPEED? 

.. of his GSS. In years of research
ing his high school dream car. Sylvester 
learned that's when Mr. Norm hooked up 
with the folks at Paxton. 

In 1971, M-r. Norm met with Paxton 
representatives, and from their meeting, 
a supercharger kit was made for the 
small-block Mopar engine. A test kit was 
installed on a 383-cid-powered Demon 
(obviously not a factory installation), and 
the car was driven coast-to-coast through 
dirt and other less-than-ideal conditions. 
Afterward, the engine was tom down to 
prove to Mr. Norm that the Paxton super
charger would not only provide extra 
power. but Vias also durable. 

Following the test and Mr. Nonn 's 
'"thwnhs up," as Sylvester describes it, 
Gary Dyef of Grand Spaulding Dodge 
worked with Paxton to develop the 
supercharger for the 340-cid V-8 to be 
equipped in 1972 GSS models, which 
were available by late 1971. 

Mr. Norm advertised the Clemon GSS 
as "'the most exciting new high perform
ance car concept on wheels today" in a 
single-column advertisement. The ad 
also listed the equipment a gearhead 
couhl get in his Demon GSS. 
Performance goodies such as a fresh-air 
intake and filter unft. oversized pulleys 
that provided seven pounds per square 

inch of boost, a modi lied fuel pump and 
fuel pressure regulator, heavy-duty alu
minum valve spring retainers, a jetted 
an~ calibrated carburetor, and a cul'Ved 
distributor were all advertised as part of 
this "performance plus package" that left 
the shop dyno-timed and Sun-scoped. 
The $3,595 price also included the Sure
Grip rear-end Wide-Oval "boots," and a 
he_avy-duty TorqueFlite transmission. 

The combination of equipment pro
duced an estimated 350-380 horsepower, 
according to Sylvester, who revealed 
other special equipment not included in 
the ad. 

"T,he '72 had quite a few other mods, 



Hood stripes covering its 
dual-snorkel hood scoop add to the 

Demon GSS' sinister demeanor. 

The supercharger in the unrestored 
engine bay of the Sylvesters' Demon GSS 
is capped with "Mr. Norm's Supercharged 

GSS" and produces 7 psi of boost. 

•SP&fl!ittD 
including epoxy-coated floats, as the 
stock one would crush under the boost of 
the supercharger," Sylvester said. "The 
air filter was located in front of the grille 
for ram effect... and different pulleys 
could be bought to increase boost. 

"These cars were tested in the 
Midwest with slicks running high 12s 
pretty consistently," Sylvester added. 

But the fun couldn't last forever, and 
by late summer 1972, the EPA was on to 
Mr. Norm and his GSS super cars, 
Sylvester said. Because of government 
intervention, there would be no 1973 
Demon GSS cars from Mr. Norm. 

"At the time, it was illegal for a deal
ership to perform high-performance 
modifications. Even though [Mr.] Norm 
did it under another company name, they 
were not fooled, and [they] threatened 
Norm with a fine," Sylvester said. 

The Sylvesters' 56,000-mile Demon 
GSS shares space with a Dodge Avenger 
raced in Colorado's NASCAR super 
stock division, a '68 Charger Rff in orig
inal condition, a '70 Duster 340, and a 
modified '69 340 six-pack Dart Swinger. 
Sylvester also buys, sells, and trades 
Mopar cars and parts as a hobby. 

Sylvester said his GSS remains in 
"as-found condition, with the exception 
of a complete tune-up and tuning for 
[Colorado's) mile-high altitude. The 
Demon even passed Colorado's very 
tough emissions standards," he said. 
"You should have seen the emissions 
person's face when he was looking at the 
Paxton supercharger. I believe he just 
thought it was a huge air conditioner!" 

An internet ad led Sylvester to 
Delphi, Indiana, where he purchased the 
GSS in February 1999. The Hemi 
Orange 340 Demon · already in 
Sylvester's collection had to be sold in 
order to fund the GSS, but he "was not 
about to let this one go by." 

Once he purchased the car, Sylvester 
directed his research efforts toward the 
history of his own car. So far, he has 
turned up three previous owners and 
other bits about the car's past. 

"We do know at one point the car sat 
outside near a barn for 11 years before 
being discovered, [yet the] car is in 
amazing original condition and does not 
appear to have ever been raced hard," he 
said. 

Sylvester now stores the GSS in his 

Mike and Victoria Sylvester's Mr. Norm's-prepared 1972 Dodge Demon GSS is one of 50 or 51 built and one 
of 6 or 7 survivors with the original engine. Theirs is painted High-Impact Hemi Orange (EV2) with a 
black vinyl top, the black stripe kit on the sides and hood, and has an original factory hood scoop. 

The ever-important "Grand Spaulding Dodge" sticker can be seen at the driver's side of the trunk lid lip. 
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Lifting the hood on this unrestored Demon GSS is like opening the "gate to howl," for hid
den beneath is a supercharged 340-cid small-block. 

race shop between showings at local 
Mopar shows, but he plans to restore the 
High-Impact Hemi Orange (EV2) car 
down to its original luster and freshen 
the engine internals in the process. 

Sylvester said many of these cars 
received smaller pulleys. As a result, the 
cars suffered engine blow-outs, but his 
Demon still sports the never-opened 
original engine. During the restoration, 
Sylvester will be the first to see the 
inside of his Demon's 340 since the 
Chrysler factory workers who put it 
together more than 30 years ago. 

When he does put the GSS engine 
back together, there will be a few 
upgrades. 

'Tm going to restore it to original 
GSS standards with a few mods to the 
internals of the engine," said Sylvester, 
citing such tweaks as a different 
camshaft and lightweight pistons and 
rods. He also plans a mild porting and 
three-angle valve job to the original 
heads, along with the installation of an 
upgraded torque convertor in the trans
mission with a shift kit. 

"Other than that, the car will be in 
I 00-percent as-sold and dealership con
dition," Sylvester said. 

Currently, Sylvester's GSS is one of 
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two unrestored cars left in existence and 
one of six or seven 1972 GSS cars left 
with matching numbers and documen
tation. 

"Our Demon has the original invoice 
and advance dealer notice to Grand 
Spaulding Dodge, which shows the car 
was shipped from the Hamtramck 
assembly plant to Grand Spaulding 
Dodge on February 18, 1972, via 
Cassens Transport," Sylvester said. 

Of the six or seven survivors, only 
one of them, a Bright Blue metallic 
(85) car, is equipped with the rarer 
four-speed transmission. 

In driving his 1972 GSS, Sylvester 
has found that the supercharger gives 
the GSS steady performance. Sylvester 
is also familiar with the 1971 GSS mod
els and said, "The 1971 GSS Demon 
with any of the 340 six packs, if not 
tuned correctly, is a handful, as 1,190 or 
so cfm is a lot for a 340. They ran good, 
but not as good as the larger 440 six 
packs." 

Because of government intervention, 
the 1972 GSS was the last of dealer
tuned and built Mopar muscle cars, but 
thanks to Mr. Norm, the muscle car era 
ended in Chicago with a tire-screeching 
smokescreen! 
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This advertisement shows the equipment 
included with the Demon GSS. 
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