




Let's face it. Viper owners like to be 

differeot. Otherwise, you'd be happy 

buying one of those other American 

sportscars. But until now, if you wanted to 

make your new Viper stand out from others, 

you were limited to a choice of three exterior 

colors, two interior colors, and if you ordered 

a coupe, whether you wanted stripes. But all 

that has changed as of the 2008 model year. 

Not only are there eight exterior color 

choices-you can choose from five stripe 

colors (now available on both the coupe and 

the convertible), five interior colors and three 

styles of wheels. It's virtually possible to 

configure a "1 of 1" Viper from those options. 

Maybe you're like me and you want 

something totally unique-but you still want 

it "factory-built." Other exotic car 

companies offer owners the ability to 

customize their cars from the factory. Why 

not Viper? Well, now you can! Working with 

Prefix, Dodge has provided the answer, with 

its "1 of 1" Viper program. 

Prefix is the company that paints the 

stripes (no decals here) on Vipers for the 

Conner Avenue Assembly Plant (CAAP). Cars 

are shipped from CAAP to Prefix for striping, 

and then returned to CAAP for final 

inspection. So while your car is there for 

stripes, you can contract them to do 

additional custom work. Want special stripes? 

No problem. Want a special color? They can 

repaint it any color you want. Your car goes 

through the same high quality paint booth 

and baking system as the other factory

striped cars. 

Want a custom interior? They can do that 

too. It's just a matter of imagination and 

money! But be forewarned. Going the custom 

route is a lot more difficult than you might 

think. It's like building a custom home instead 

of buying a tract home. 

START WITH A THEME 
Before you start, it helps to pick a theme or 

objective. This will help guide your decisions 

so your custom choices aren't all over the 

map. For example, I decided to go with the 

snakeskin theme, since the color I chose was 

called Snakeskin Green. My objective was to 

be tastefully subtle, so it would look like 

something the factory would do if they could 

justify the time and expense. 

Alex Ristanovic, president of the VCA 

Illinois region, asked Prefix to paint silver and 

black snakeskin stripes on his Snakeskin 

Green convertible. Alex agreed, "It's 

important to have a clear vision of what you 

want and then do your homework. I provided 

Prefix with exact dimensions and even a 

photoshop image of how I wanted things to 

look. I could visualize exactly what I wanted. 

Being a quality company, they planned with 

me and hit the mark." 

My first step was to brainstorm ideas with 

Ron Batt, Project Manager at Prefix, and John 

Harrow, the airbrush artist. We tossed around 

various graphic ideas, including a blackout 

hood bulge, 'Cuda-style rear quarter stripes, 

tapered GTS/R coupe-style stripes and even 

flames in the stripes. 

In the end, I decided to stay with the Viper/ 

snake theme, rather than copy some of the 

popular 1970's muscle car design cues. Prefix 

had done a limited run of Snakeskin Edition 

cars in graphite, so I decided to do a take-off 

of that theme with snakeskin stripes and 

some snakeskin-style leather seats. Sounds 

simple, right? It wasn't. 

DECISIONS, DECISIONS 
With factory colors and stripes, someone 

has already spent hundreds of man-hours 

defining the style of the stripe and matching 

the colors. All you have to do is choose which 

combination. When you choose a custom 

stripe, suddenly, YOU get to decide the 

details. I spent three hours at Prefix trying to 

decide which stripe design to go with. 

Suddenly, I was faced with questions like, 

Should the stripes start at the hood scoop or 

run full length? Straight or tapered? Should 

they run along the top edge of the hood scoop 

or the bottom edge? Should they be outlined 

with a pinstripe? Should the stripes go all the 

way down the air diffuser in the back? 

There was more. Should the air diffuser be 

painted black or left body color? Should the 

stripes be a solid color or maybe a snakeskin 

pattern? Should the snakeskin pattern be 

silver or body-color? How dark should the 

color be? Or should I forget stripes and do a 

Snakeskin Green ACR paint scheme? Custom 

snakeskin stripes cost around $9,000, and as 

Eric Foster (Paint Shop Manager) said, "Once 

it's done, it's done." So you don't want to 

screw up your decision. 

Putting stripes on a curvy car like the Viper 

is a little tricky. What is dimensionally correct 

is not always right visually. To ensure the 

stripes would accentuate the natural body 

lines, I asked Ralph Gilles to stop by and 

verify the fine line tape. Ralph, VP of Design at 

Chrysler, designed the current coupe body, so 

I figured if anyone would know, he would! 

Inside the car, there are more decisions. 

Do you want color-keyed stitching on the 

seats? If so, they have to take the seat 
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coverings apart, so you might as well re-cover 

the seats with higher quality leather. 

Ka-ching, there's $5,000 in seats. 

Want matching stitching on the shift knob? 

There's another $500. Ditto for thee-brake boot. 

Matching stitching on the steering wheel? 

$1,000. Do you want to add an embroidered 

Viper emblem? If so, where? How about custom 

color leather on the doors and bolsters? No 

problem. It's simply a matter of money. 

One other thing I had always wanted in my 

Vipers were heated seats. (Yeah, I know, it 

violates the Viper Holy Grail.) Since they were 

taking the seats apart anyway, I ordered seat 

heaters and had them installed at the same 

34»VIPER Magazine SUMMER 2 0 0 8 

time. As far as I know, it's the only Viper 

with heated seats! 

A complete custom interior runs about 

$14,000. That may sound expensive, but as 

my friend Larry Brackett said, "A custom 

interior package from Porsche runs about 

$30,000." So comparatively speaking, it's 

not so bad. But Alex warned, "Cost can get 

out of control quickly. Negotiate up front. Let 

them know what you expect in detail, so there 

will be no disagreement later." 

THE RESULTS 
After much discussion, I decided to go with 

"fang stripes" (which had to be custom-taped 

since there was no template for the 2008 

hood) in a ghosted snakeskin green and black 

pattern, with no outline. Though Prefix 

created "spray-out" samples, in the end I had 

to explain my objective to John Harrow and 

then crossed my fingers, hoping he would 

deliver. He did. 

The stripes end at the top of the air diffuser 

and I chose to leave the air diffuser the body 

color rather than have it painted black like all 

factory-built striped cars. I've always felt that 

the car looks like it's missing the rear valence 

when it's blacked out. 

Inside, I decided to re-cover the seat with 

higher-quality black leather, with the seat 

inserts in snakeskin-pattern leather. Paul 

Andersen, the interior trim guy, secured the only 



"mastered" spool of Snakeskin Green thread 

available to highlight the seams, and 

embroidered the Viper emblem on the 

headrest and on the recovered center console 

glove box door. Paul also tastefully added the 

switches for the heated seats to the center 

console, so they look factory-installed. 

Of course, I had to finish off the interior 

with our club's embroidered floormats and 

trunkmat. Even this required several 

iterations to match the thread color to the 

constantly-changing paint color. 

P 'IENCE IS A VIRTUE 
Custom work requires patience. So you'd 

better not be in a hurry to take delivery of 

your car. Materials have to be ordered. 

Custom patterns have to be created. The work 

is handcrafted. Time has to be scheduled in 

the paint booth. The custom work on my car 

delayed the delivery of my car by almost three 

months. And although Prefix strives to be 

perfect, invariably, whenever you make 

changes, you open the door for new issues to 

be resolved. 

For example, when the seats were 

reinstalled in my car, the airbag module under 

the seat was bent and caught on the amplifier 

module on the floor, causing the airbag 

sensor connector to be pulled apart. This 

wasn't discovered until the pre-delivery 

inspection at the dealership. Also, the air 

Once all of the design ideas have been 
tossed around, it's time to get down to the 
actual painting. This multi-step process 
ensures that the stripes achieve the proper 
snakeskin effect, while maintaining the 
integrity of the original paint job. 

compressor in the trunk was missing. All 

these can be resolved, but it requires some 

patience. 

THE COST OF ENTRY 
On top of the customization costs, you'll 

have to pay additional shipping charges to 

have your Viper delivered to your dealership, 

unless you arrange for a factory pick-up. Since 

CAAP considers the car "delivered" once it 

goes to Prefix for custom work, the standard 

destination charge built into the cost of the 

car does not apply. In my case, shipping the 

Viper to my dealer in California added another 

$1,800. 
Prefix issues a supplemental sticker, 

documenting the additional work done to your 

car. Since it's done by the same facility that 

does the striping for the factory, as well as 

building many of the special edition models, 

it's more "official" than having your bodyshop 

down the street do it. 

Is it worth it? Yes, if you want a one-of-one 

factory-built custom! I'm very pleased with 

the results. It accomplishes the subtle 

"surprise and delight" effect that I wanted. 

From a distance, people just see dual black 

stripes, but as they approach it, they notice 

the snakeskin pattern and start to stare. "The 

ghosted snakeskin pattern has a now-you

see-it-now-you-don't effect," observed my 

friend, Ken Ratica. Alex agreed, "The 

snakeskin pattern is truly something that can 

hold your attention the longer you stare at it. 

Even with my nose to the car, it's hard to spot 

an imperfection." 

To preserve your "1 of 1" status, Prefix 

assures customers that they won't duplicate 

customer cars. Says Ron Batt, "Even if 

someone comes and says 'do that same thing 

to my car,' we will do something a little 

different." 

So, if you'd like to build your own "1 of 1" 

Viper, contact Ron Batt at Prefix. He can be 

reached at Ron.Batt@prefix.com or 

248.670.5868. 
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