
'71 Olds 442 W-30 
Very Rare & Very Cool. 

$5.99 
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Weird & Wonderful 
Stripped-Down 

F,ord Muscle 

• WHEEL & TIRE GUIDE 
• MUSCLE CAR TIMELINE 
• THE ULTIMATE MUSCLE CAR 
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sk any muscle car 
guy which street 
machines flex the 

biggest biceps, and the short list 
would no doubt include a Hemi
powered 1971 'Cuda convertible. 
With only a dozen or so built (the 
specific number varies slightly, 
depending on the source), it's 
the rarest of the rare, command
ing millions of greenbacks on the 
auction block. So it's basically 
made of that precious metal often 
dubbed as "unobtanium." 

Well, not any longer, because 
muscle car maestro Mr. Norm, 
working in concert with Mike 
Staveski of Mr. Norm's Garage, has 
found a way to revisit history and 
make this muscle car milestone 
live again - but in a new way. 

"Mr. Norm has had the uncanny 
knack of offering the kind of ,; 
vehicles Mopar enthusiasts have 
wanted for over 40 years," notes 
Staveski. "He's well known for 
going to the extreme and creating 
special high-performance versions 

of vehicles that the factory didn't 
offer. Mr. Norm has provided 
Pentastar faithful with vehicles 
they wanted to not just meet, but 
beat competing brands on the 
street and strip." 

Back in the day, Mr. Norm 
became famous for developing 
an extensive run of Mopar muscle 
cars through Grand Spalding 
Dodge. These included the proto
type 383 Dart GTS and the famed 
M-Code 440 Dart, both of which 
Chrysler put into production, even 

after its in-house engineers said 
it couldn't be done. Mr. Norm 
found a way, though, and his
tory repeats itself today. 

As the struggling Chrysler 
corporation busies itself with 
getting the Fiat 500 econocar 
certified for U.S. markets, there 
is neither time nor interest for 
the manufacturer to create a 
convertible for the Challenger, 
let alone build a new 'Cuda for 

the 21st century. Leave itto Mr. 
Norm, still the "can-do" guy of 
the Sixties, to bring these highly 
desirable muscle cars back to 
life. And they are certainly not 
pale imitations, nor some 
phony-baloney Nash Bridges 
TV props. The two vehicles 
shown here, the Mr. Norm's 426 
Hemi Challenger and 426 Hemi 
'Cuda convertibles, are the real 
deal, armed to the teeth with 
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bored, stroked and blown Hemis 
that fire off 725 horses apiece. 

Mr. Norm's new high-performance 
versions certainly have some 
historical precedent. Even though 
he didn't directly add his magic to 
the 1971 Hemi 'Cuda convertible 
(except on customer cars), he did 

campaign the super-fuel funny car 
known as the Mr. Norm's Super 
Challenger, capably manned by 
drag racer Gary Dyer. 

True to the muscle car credo, 
these audacious convertibles are 
not merely reinforced to com
pensate for the loss of chassis 

rigidity when chopping the top. 
The suspension has been radically 
revamped to put the power to the 
pavement for tire-smoking accel
eration and surefooted handling. 

In retrospect and all fairness, the 
ride on those Sixties behemoths 
was stiff, the handling queasy, and 

the steering over-boosted, resulting in 
body sway worse than a punch-drunk 
boxer. On the other hand, no amount of 
modern chassis technology can match 
the elemental experience of stomping 
the throttle on 426 supercharged cubes 
of hemispherical hellfire. Back then, a 
Hemi blasted out 425 horses and 
490 lb-ft at 4000 rpm. 

Fast forward to the new Mr. Norm's 
426 Hemi Challenger and 426 Hemi 
Cuda convertibles. Although they're 
based on the Dodge SRT-8, this plat
form serves merely as a launch pad 
for ballistic speed. Each of the engines 
is equipped with a new reciprocating 
assembly that includes a forged crank, 
rods and dished pistons (8.5:1 compres
sion ratio) that increase engine displace
ment to seven liters, the magic Mopar 
number of 426ci. Also included is a new 
camshaft with a custom grind for more 
lift and duration, along with tri-metal 
race bearings, chromemoly rings and 
ARP studs. Far stronger than the factory 
internals, these components are up to 
the task of absorbing 14 pounds of inter
cooled boost pumped in by a Kenne Bell 
2.8-liter twin-screw supercharger. 

Besides the blower, this system 
includes much bigger injectors (48 
pounds versus the factory's 28 pounds), 
a 160mm throttle body (nearly twice the 

size of stock), and a 4.5-inch inlet that 
can handle flow for as much as - get 
this - 1200 hp (stay tuned for the next 
series of Mr. Norm's mighty Mopars). 
Another distinctive feature of the Kenne 
Bell supercharger is a new proprietary 
PCV oil separator that cleans oil out 
of the intake system, directing it into a 
catch bottle, so there's no loss of octane 
or increase in detonation. When gulping 
down a 91-octane fuel, and with the tim
ing advanced to 20 degrees, this super
charger setup trumps the old 426 Hemi 
by a quantum margin, pumping out a 
high-flyin' 725 horses at the flywheel. 
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Tim Barth of Modular Power House 
(MPH), the company that handles cus
tom tuning for some of the Mr. Norm 
vehicles (even higher-power dragstrip 
versions are in the works), feels these 
convertibles can scream through the 
quarter in the 10s. He should know, 
since each and every Mr. Norm 426 
Hemi convertible gets a full day of chas
sis tuning at MPH, to optimize the fuel 
and spark tables. 

We can vouch for this perfor
mance potential, having driven one 
of the numerous test mules for the 
supercharged Challenger (the freshly 

2009 Musc/eCar Milest;anes 57 

I 
.I 

i 
. I 

I 



painted convertibles shown here are 
just hitting the show circuit, so we 
didn't hammer them). The experience 
was a revelation. On city streets, with 
moderate throttle pressure, the car 
idles and motors smoothly around 
town, with no hot-rod overheating 
or other bugaboos. Tap the throttle a 
bit harder though, and this big coupe 
leaps forward with alarming alacrity. 
Stomp it on a freeway onramp, and 
you gotta hang on tight as it fishtails 
into the fast lane. It's all great fun, 
but it'll ruin you for life, since it satis
fies like few other cars can (and usu
ally at a much higher price tag). The 
car is so quick, yet so comfortable at 
the same time, it feels like a super
charged sofa. 

But don't think it's over-refined. 
Anybody who's ever driven or just 
heard a Sixties Hemi in action knows 
what a wild sound they emit at full 
throttle. It's a menacing wail that strikes 
fear into onlookers and competitors 
alike. Befitting that original pipe music 
of a blown Hemi, Tube Technologies 
Inc. (TTI) manufactured a low-restriction, 
cat-back dual exhaust system that pro
duces a surly and intimidating note. 

Backing up the performance of the 
thundering supercharged Hemi engines 
on both convertibles is Mr. Norm's Hi 
Performance Rear Suspension System. 
This chassis setup replaces the stock 
components with a beefy Dana 44 differ
ential from a Viper SRT-10 that's mated 
to a significantly stronger driveshaft and 
half-shafts. In addition, the 426 Hemi 
Convertibles also feature the Mr. Norm's 
Chassis Bracing Upgrade that includes 
frame connectors and additional struc
tural reinforcements for a far stiffer uni
body structure. An AFCO fully adjustable 
coil-over suspension system ensures a 
stable, lowered stance for crisper han
dling without compromising ride quality. 

Driving the Mr. Norm convertibles 
on the street, while peering over that 
provocative Shaker hood bulge, we 
found the windshield shake to be 
minimal on bumpy pavement, and 
the chassis takes a tight set on sharp 
curves. It's a car that you can live 
with on a daily basis, and still get on 
it with no reluctance or hesitation. 

Accentuating the suspension is a set 
of Mr. Norm's classic-style "Thrust" cus
tom wheels inspired by the mag wheels 
popular when the first Hemi Challengers 
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and 'Cudas were king of the hill. These 
forged, multi-piece, 20-inch rims capture 
the patina of the originals, but boast the 
benefits of 21st century design and engi
neering. Instead of those slippery bias
ply boots of the Sixties, Pirelli provided a 
grippy set of Scorpion Zero Assimetrico 
(Front 255/45ZR20; Rear 265/45ZR20). 

As for exterior styling, authentic 
E-Body cues are clearly obvious on the 
Mr. Norm's 426 Hemi Challenger and 
426 Hemi 'Cuda Convertibles. However, 
other than the bright yellow paint they 
share, visually they are quite different 
from each another. The wild Hemi 'Cuda 
just flat out stops traffic everywhere 
it goes. It's just as bold, brash and in 
your face as the original 1971 'Cuda. 
But for those who want their muscle 
car to be only slightly less conspicu
ous, the Hemi Challenger meets that 
need. While nobody would ever call 
these convertibles subtle, one is sim
ply more extreme than the other - and 
both have equally ferocious firepower. 

Getting down to the specifics of 
the styling elements, the front of the 
Mr. Norm's 426 Hemi 'Cuda sets the 
tone for the entire vehicle with its 
bold 1971 Hemi 'Cuda-inspired grille 

and dedicated 'Cuda Shaker hood 
(note that the Challenger has a slightly 
different configuration for its Shaker 
hood). Also remaining faithful to its 
'Cuda heritage are new 2009 'Cuda 
quarter panels that feature the correct 
horizontal character lines that clearly 
differentiate it from its Challenger sta
ble mate. These are further enhanced 
by bold Hemi billboard graphics and 
gleaming 'Cuda Fender Gills. The 
attention to detail extends to the rear 
as well, where Mr. Norm's Garage 
incorporates reproduction-grade 
1971 Hemi 'Cuda taillight assemblies 
that flank a custom tail panel with 
genuine 1971 'Cuda script. Hemi 
'Cuda exhaust tips (again, slightly 
different from the Challenger's) exit 
conspicuously from the rear fascia. 

The interiors of the Mr. Norm's 426 
Hemi Challenger and 426 Hemi 'Cuda 
Convertibles feature soft Katzkin black 
custom leather and suede covered 
seats that are accented with yellow top 
stitching, matching the exterior colors 
and graphics. Mr. Norm's embroidered 
logos grace the seatbacks and the cus
tom carpet mats, and in keeping with 
their ultra high-performance theme, each 

of these 426 Hemi cars is equipped 
with a shifter designed to appear like 
the original trendsetting Pistol Grip 
Shifter found on classic Mopars. These 
new shifters by Mr. Norm's Garage 
feature either a carbon fiber or wood
grain handle that's a mirror image of 
the original, mounted on a chrome
plated arm. 

For those who just want this cos
metic package, the price of an upfit 
starts at $25K (customer supplies 
the vehicle, of course). The 'Cuda, 
which requires a number of addi- 1 
tional body mods, goes for $37K. 
For the full performance treatment, 
figure on $76K for the 426 Hemi 
Challenger Convertible, and a cool 
$100K for the 'Cuda. Get 'em while 
you can, because production is lim
ited to a dozen vehicles per year, as 
of this writing. 

If the look of these cars isn't excit
ing enough, when you're ready 
for a jolt of adrenalin, just nail the 
throttle, bang the gears and hang 
on, because the force of these blown 
Hemis smokes the tires. The new 
Mr. Norm's 426 Hemi Challenger and 
426 Hemi 'Cuda Convertibles show 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that the 
man still has the Midas touch. Mopar 
enthusiasts want Hemi convertibles, 
the factory isn't building any, and 
there are none on the horizon, so 
Norm stepped up to the plate and 
is now offering them. Besides, he's 
way too competitive to just roll over 
and let Ford and Shelby get all the 
glory in the muscle car convert-
ible segment. And with these new 
blown Hemi convertibles, he's gone 
way beyond what the competition is 
offering. These new Mr. Norm's 426 
Hemi Convertibles have been infused 
with a massive dose of performance 
and will be out looking for Shelby 
Mustangs to eat. ~ 

Mr. Norm's Garage 
727-869-9533 
www.mmormsgarage.com 

Kenne Bell 
909-941-6646 
www.kennebell.net 

Modular Power House 
770-591-000 
www.modularpowerhouse.com 
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