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Not so. While most scribes 
have been consumed with the pro
duction model, we here at Muscle 
Car Milestones are well ahead of the 
curve. We're already thinking about 
getting our grimy hands all over this 
extraordinary new muscle car in 
order to take it to the next level. 

What? Did we just say that 425 hp 
from a 6.1-liter Hemi is not enough? 
That's right. In the grand tradition of 
muscle cars of the Golden Era, too 
much is just about right. And we've 
been given exclusive access to the 
blueprints for the Mr. Norm Super 
Challenger, due out later this year. 

Just how strong is this Man of 

Steel? How 'bout leaping over tall 
buildings with as much as 900hp 
worth of rippling muscle under those 
blue knit tights? That should make 
it faster than a speeding bullet, and 
more powerful than a locomotive. 
Of course, these impressive feats 
are only achieved running a smaller, 
faster-spinning pulley on a Kenne Bell 
blower that pumps out 20 pounds of 
boost, which requires filling the tank 
with 105-octane race-quality fuel. 

But even if you have to run on reg
ular pump gas and the blower is set 
at a more streetable eight pounds, 
count on 637 horses and 650 lb./ft. of 
torque at the flywheel. But we tend 
to digress, just like flipping ahead to 
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the action pictures in a superhero 
comic book. Let's back up a bit and 
take a look at the background leading 
up to the new Challenger before dig
ging into the details of the Mr. Norm 
Super Challenger. 

HISTORICAL PERFORMANCE 
As often observed, timing is every

thing, but Dodge was late to the mus
cle-car party. Back in the late Sixties, 
the Mustang had already harnessed 
the pony car segment, having already 
been on the market for five years or so. 
And the Camaro was not far behind in 
this horse race, having been in the run
ning for nearly as long. So when the 
Challenger made its debut in 1970, the 

Golden Era had peaked, and smog and 
fuel issues were beginning to loom on 
the horizon. 

By 1972, the 425hp Hemi 426 
Challenger was no longer available, 
and in 1974, the hottest engine avail
able was 245hp 360 V-8. (And we're 
not including the 1978 Mitsubishi 
model with its anemic four-banger in 
this brief history review-we're inter
ested in only authentic Challengers.) 

Today, however, Chrysler got it 
right, hitting a better window of 
opportunity. Leading up to that, it 
rolled out the immensely successful 
Hemi-powered Charger and Magnum 
as precursors, building anticipa-
tion for yet another muscle car. 
(Unfortunately the Magnum has gone 
the way of the dodo bird, possibly in 
order to provide needed production 
capacity for the Challenger.) 

What's also different in this parallel 
universe of performance cars is that 

since the current Mustang has been 
out a while, it's now getting a bit long 
in the tooth. Also, the Camaro has 
yet to arrive. Which basically means 
the Challenger has the whole deal to 
itself, rather than being the last leg of 
a three-legged stool. 

Commenting on beating the new 
Camaro to the punch, "We wanted 
to be first," notes Erich Heuschele, 
Dodge's SRT manager of vehicle 
development. "But our big surprise 
was coming out with the performance 
version first." (Not content with just 
the high-performance end of the 
performance spectrum, though, 
Dodge has indicated that 3.6-liter V-6 
and 5.7-liter Hemi V-8 versions should 
be available by 2009). 

As with the first-edition Challenger, 
the new version is shorter than the 
Charger (by about four inches on 
the latest model), and has two fewer 
doors. Even so, that only slightly 

skewed the power-to-weight ratio in 
a healthier direction-but no wor
ries on performance. With the 6.1-
liter Hemi, backed by a five-speed 
AutoStick Manumatic feeding an 
independent multi-link rearend, shoot 
for a 0-60 mph time of less than 5 
seconds, and scamper through the 
quarter in about 13 seconds. 

Not only that, in contrast to muscle 
cars of yore, it has truly effective 
Brembo brakes that won't fade like an 
old newspaper, steering that actually 
alters course quicker than a battle
ship, and Goodyear radial rubber 
that's not as slippery as goose grease 
on a doorstep. That might sound 
like faint, backhanded praise for the 
new Challenger, but anyone who's 
ever piloted a Sixties-era muscle car 
can relate. In other words, the new 
Challenger performs like the modern 
sports car that it is, but with the same 
output as its muscle car progenitor. 



N ow things get even 
more interesting. 
Muscle cars back in 

the Sixties were often viewed 
as merely a starting point for 
performance projects. And 
foremost among these tun
ers was Norm Kraus, aka "Mr. 
Norm," crowned the King 
of Hi Performance at Grand 
Spaulding Dodge in Chicago, 
Illinois. For Mopar fans, he's 
basically what Carroll Shelby 
was to Ford, or Don Yenko 
to Chevy-car guys who 
took production vehicles to 
stratospheric heights of per
formance. Mr. Norm also cam
paigned a Super Challenger 
Funny Car, hot-shoed by ace 
pilot Gary Dyer. 

Given this legacy, and the 
fact that Mr. Norm is not con
tent to sit idle on his porch in 
a rocking chair, he's back in 
the fray, still duking it out with 

IL-=========================:::--------------•• other muscle-car brawlers. 
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w•lght·thtovgh design dlannel Mr. Norm Reclaims 
the Challenger 
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Unlike his first Super Challenger, 
though, this new one will be for 
the street, and boast a blower from 
Kenne Bell. 

Jim Bell of Kenne Bell revealed 
a few technical aspects to us, well 
in advance of production later this 
year: the 2.8-liter twin-screw blower 
case will fit under a stock hood. It 
sits on top of the engine, with an air
to-water intercooler underneath, in 
the lifter valley. "That supercharger 
case is just too beautiful to put in 
backwards or on the side of the 
engine," he points out (in a thinly 
veiled cotment about other types 
of superc argers). 

As the ·ar and components are 
under construction (to be debuted 
at the 2008 SEMA show), how can 
we realistically count on those out
rageous power figures mentioned 
at the outset? Easy, just look at 
Kenne Bell's track record with Ford 
Mustangs. 

Given that he's hit 850 horses by 
force-feeding 20 pounds pressure to 
a 300hp 5.4-liter Ford V-8, just do the 
math with a 425hp 6.1 Liter Hemi. 
"If you can't make 50 percent more 
power with eight pounds of boost, 
you don't know supercharging," Bell 
points out. 

With that 50-percent gain in out
put, you're already hitting well above 
600 horses. And by dialing in even 
more boost, 900 hp is a completely 
reasonable projection. After all, those 
hemispherical heads flow forced 
induction very nicely, thank you. 

The fuel injectors will have to be 
50 percent larger, at a minimum, and 
cracking the computer codes is a 
work in progress, but the Mustang 
program proves the point. Pricing of 
just the supercharger system with 
an intercooler will probably be in 
the $7000 range, and the specs 
and numbers on the Mr. Norm 
Super Charger package are still 
being penciled out (check out 
www.ShowYourAuto.com for info on 
Mr. Norm's performance vehicles). 

As of this writing, though, we 
know the following (but details 
may be subject to change prior to 
production). The exterior will be 
lavished with a custom hue from 
Sherwin-Williams, accented by 
Sharpline graphics. Hulst Customs 
plans to make the hood bulge with 
a custom Six-Pack inspired scoop, 
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complimented by '71 Challenger R/T 
style side scoops. 

Inside, the cockpit will be dressed 
with a Katzkin custom leather interior, a 
genuine Hurst shifter, and embroidered 
logo carpet covers from Designer Mat. 
To get the best fidelity from a Kicker 
audio system, Quiet Ride will add 
soundproofing, which provides tem
perature insulation as well. 

Look for historically inspired 
touches such as hood pins from 
Classic Design Concepts and 1970 
Hemi Challenger exhaust tips from 
Year One for the Corsa cat-back 

exhaust system. Mr. Norm selected 
the Corsa Performance Exhaust 
because of its patented Reflective 
Sound Cancellation technology and 
unique tonal characteristics. Since 
the target audience for these new-era 
muscle cars includes the same guys 
that owned them back in the Sixties 
when they were younger, this prod
uct should provide a true muscle car 
sound with a quiet interior that allows 
them to enjoy the modern Kicker ste
reo or talk on a cell phone. 

Combine these features with 
modern-sized 22-inch Rodtana multi-
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piece alloy wheels wrapped with 
Pirelli Pzero Nero rubber. Bringing 
this rolling stock to a crisp stop. are 
eight-piston discs with cross-drilled 
15-inch rotors from Stainless Steel 
Brakes. And a complete Hotchkis 
TVS performance suspension sys
tem, including stiffer front and rear 
sport bars, is designed to optimize 
the ride and handling. 

In all, the Mr. Norm Super 
Challenger should live up to both 
its name and its predecessor. It's 
taking on the Challenger, and going 
one better.~ 

00. 

SOURCES: 

Hulst Custo~s 
www.hulstcustom .com 
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HISTORY REVISITED: 

OLD VS. NEW CHALLENGER SPECS 

1970 CHALLENGER 

Wheelbase: 110 inches 

Length: 191.3 inches 

Width: 76.1 inches 

Height: 50.9 inches 

Engine: 426 Hemi 

Power: 425 hp 

¼ mile Performance: 
13.0@ 108 mph 

2008 CHALLENGER 

Wheelbase: 116 inches 

Length: 197. 7 inches 

Width: 75.7 inches 

Height: 57.0 inches 

Engine: 6.1-Liter 

Power: 425 hp 

¼ mile Performance: 13.1 
@ 109 mph (est.) 
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