




supply your own vehicle, or the Garage has 
dealer contacts to get a new Challenger 
for you, currently at $500 over dealer cost. 
The Challenger is then sent down to the 
guys with the can openers at Convertible 
Builders (formerly Coach Builders-the same 
guys who were on board to do the factory 
conversions for Chrysler). They handle about 
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2/3 of the conversion, and Norm's Garage 
completes the job, adding their own interior 
panels, header panel, Katzkin seat covers 
floor mats, dash plaque and chassis beefing. 
This last item consists of welding 1-inch 
round tubing from each rocker to the center 
section which is removable so you can drop 
the trans if you're so inclined. 

The stereo has rear speaker and sub 
woofers built into a pod that's installed in 
the ledge under the rear seat. The speakers 
face forward and are positioned where your 
calf would be if you were sitting in the rear 
seat. That way, the bass pulses can massage 
tired leg muscles or just tickle your leg hairs 
depending on the volume. Another neat touch 

is the '71-style Challenger exhaust tips. 
Norm's Garage works with Corsa and TTI 
for their exhaust systems. 

The base Challenger convertible 
package is $25K (car not included). A 
pittance, you say. But wait, you can move 
out of the pocket change bracket by 
checking off options. For instance, how 
'bout a shaker hood? The bubble actually 
is bolted to the hood, so it really doesn't 
shake, although we were able to get it to 
shake by disconnecting three sparkplug 
wires. The original '71 bubble trim ring 
is used, with the bubble itself being a 
faithful repop of the original. A TIA-
style hood option will be offered when 
they become available through Mopar 
Performance. If you like your scoops on 
the side, as well as the top, the '71-style 
quarter panel scoops are just a check 
mark away on the option sheet. 

Maybe you're just four-foot-six, like 
our editor. Consider a lowering kit so 

Cuda valve covers are painted while 
Challenger's are stock. Horsepower out
put ranges from stock to 725, which only 
comes with a beefed 6-speed manual 
transmission. 

Power cloth top is finished inside with a 
headliner that hides the bows. 

you can get into the car without a milk box. 
Two kits are available. One from Hotchkis 
changes swaybars and springs and costs 
a grand. The other, with Afco adjustable 
coilovers, is a bit more pricey at $2300. Too 
much? Hey, there's always those "Third 
Floor" brand Elevator Shoes. 

Oh, and you gotta check out the pistol 
grip for the 6-speed stick. Sure, there are 
a lot of PGs out there, but this one is done 
right-and it feels right, too. 

'Course, the hottest option is the Kenne 
Bell 2.8L twin screw supercharger. The Level 
One power upgrade sets the boost at 8.5 
PSI, and is 605 HP for automatic cars, 625 
HP for stick cars on pump gas-an output 
that can be handled by the stock engine and 
trans. The convertibles here have a 725 HP 
(pump gas) Level Two tune consisting of a 
stroker crank for 41 7 cubes, blower pistons 
(lowers compression from 10.3 to 8.5:1 so 
boost can be raised to 12:1) and beefier con 
rods. Mike Staveski is offers a .030 overbore, 
which, combined with the longer arm, yields 
the "magic" 426-inch displacement number. 
Kenne Bell handles the management on the 
605/625 engines, while Modular Powerhouse 
out of Atlanta takes care of the 725 HP 
versions. Level Two convertibles come 
only with upgraded manual 6-speeds. No 
automatics are offered. 

"OK," you say. "The Challenger is pretty 
cool, but I'm a 'Cuda fan." Hey, this is Mr. 
Norm, "where the customer is king." You 
wanna Hemi-powered Fiat convertible? 
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GARAGE SALE 

(Continued from page 33) 

What color? Just write a check. While the 
Fiat Pasta La Vista may be some time in 
coming, the 'Cuda convertible is already 
here. Sure, it starts out as a Challenger, 
but Mike took great pains to give the car 
a persona distinct from that of the Chally. 
Start with the '71 'Cuda-inspired grille. A 
urethane and billet piece by Hulst customs, it 
bolts right in the stock fascia, with no mods 
necessary. The hood is also 'Cuda specffic, 
maintaining the original single character 
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line down the center as opposed to the 
Challenger's '71 twin-character hood lines. 
Then there are the optional '71 fender gills. 
Mike created a die to stamp the Challenger 
fender, which after some bodywork accepts 
the repopped '71 gills from Auto Metal Direct. 
Original-style rocker gills are an option The 
re-worked Challenger quarters are pretty 
trick. Notice how they mimic the original '71 
'Cuda line. Santa's helpers, er, the Garage 
crew cuts the stock Challenger quarter and 
bonds in a composite section to create the 
'71 body line. The billboards, by the way, are 
painted-no decals for Mr. Norm. 

The tail panel is another Garage custom 
design. It modifies the stock taillamp housing 

to accept stock '71 'Cuda.lenses and bezels 
fortail and backup lights from BE/A. The 
"'cuda" emblem and 'Cuda exhaust tips are 
the finishing touch. 

Drivetrain and chassis options are the 
same as Challenger. Front suspension is 
stock as is the rear up to the 605/625 HP 
levels. Above that, the rear is changed to a 
Viper Dana 44 center section with beefier 
half shafts and propshaft. Mr. Norm's 
Garage 'Cuda convertibles start at $37,000 
and 'Cuda coupes start at $13,500-cars 
not included. 

You can get additional info at www. 
mrnormsgarage.com. Or, you can just forget 
the whole thing and go get your nails done. * 

r. 
ut two Legend cou a race-ready version-both available 
s Challengers or 'C rsion (shown here) is the Legend X. The 
arage will build on ear. The Legend 'Cuda will start at $175 

he Challenger is $1 the X has not been finalized. 
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